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FOR PRESS OPPORTUNITIES, PLEASE CONTACT

The Tony Evans Study Bible includes extensive study notes and other ancillary resources carefully 
crafted and curated by Dr. Tony Evans as General Editor and adapted from his sermons, teachings, 
and writings. These features are strategically placed alongside the biblical text to explain God’s 
Word in a fresh way. Applying these truths will empower readers to have transformed lives that 
then transfer the values of the kingdom of God to others.

Elegant design with 5 cover options
Study notes crafted from Tony Evans’ sermons 
and writings
40 inspirational articles
50 “Lessons on Kingdom Living”
60 “Questions & Answers”
More than 130 “Hope Words”
53 sets of “Personal Application Questions” 
(128 questions)
Digital links to over 150 videos of sermons, 
devotionals, and teaching from Dr. Evans

22 audio sermons
Page-edge cross-reference system
Black-letter text
Presentation page
Introductory front matter
Special back matter section with key definitions, 
theological and doctrinal charts, and other 
study helps
Concordance
Bible reading plans
Full-color maps
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Dr. Tony Evans is the founder and senior pastor 
of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas, is the 
founder and president of The Urban Alternative, 
served as chaplain of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks 
and the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys, and is the author 
of over 100 books, booklets, and Bible studies. 
The first African American to earn a doctorate of 
theology from Dallas Theological Seminary, he 
has been named one of the 12 Most Effective 
Preachers in the English-Speaking World by 
Baylor University. Dr. Evans holds the honor 
of writing and publishing the first full-Bible 
commentary and study Bible by an African 
American. His radio broadcast, The Alternative 
with Dr. Tony Evans, can  be heard on more 
than 1,400 US outlets daily and in more than  
130 countries. 

Dr. Evans launched the Tony Evans Training 
Center in 2017, an online learning platform 
providing quality seminary-style courses for a 
fraction of the cost to any person in any place. 
The goal is to increase biblical literacy and to 
advance God’s kingdom agenda. Dr. Tony Evans 
is married to Lois, his wife and ministry partner 
of over 50 years. They are the proud parents 
of four, grandparents of thirteen and great-
grandparents of two.

ABOUT

DR. TONY EVANS



Accurate. Readable. Shareable.
The Christian Standard Bible is a translation that combines accuracy and clarity for today’s readers. 
It’s a Bible you can teach from with confidence and a Bible you can share with your neighbor who 
is hearing God’s Word for the very first time.

Optimal Equivalence
The CSB was created using Optimal Equivalence, a translation philosophy that pursues both 
linguistic precision to the original languages and readability in contemporary English.

In the many places throughout Scripture where a word-for-word rendering is clearly understandable, 
a literal translation is used. When a word-for-word rendering might obscure the meaning for a 
modern audience, a more dynamic translation is used. This process assures that both the 
words and thoughts contained in the original text are conveyed as accurately as possible for  
today’s readers.   

Bible Translation Continuum

 

The CSB was created to help more
people  and 
the Word of God.

Learn more at CSBible.com

Bible translations shown in the top half of the chart are the original translations directly from 
ancient languages to English. Versions shown below the line began with the English text of 

another Bible translation.

INTERLINEAR

FORMAL
WORD-FOR-WORD

DYNAMIC
THOUGHT-FOR-THOUGHT

KJV

NASB ESV NKJV NRSV NLT LB

CSB NIV GNT CEB MSG
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Within our hearts is  
a desire to discover God.

To see Him. 

To experience Him. 

To know His story.
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Kingdom: This category considers the theology of the 
kingdom. Throughout the Bible, God reveals how he advances  
his kingdom, his all-encompassing dominion over all that he 
created.
Personal: God’s Word was written to equip you for every 
good work. It is su�icient for preparing you for life in his 
kingdom, both here on earth and in heaven. The personal 
sphere of God’s kingdom agenda focuses on your self-
management and how you use your time, talents, and 
treasures as his kingdom disciple.
Family : God created the family to be the foundation of 
civilization. As the family goes, so goes the culture. These 
lessons focus on strengthening family relationships based on 
biblical principles.
Church : The church exists as God’s central governing 
mechanism through which he enacts his heavenly 
intervention on earth. I seek to provide you with a spiritual 
framework for the purpose and power of the church.
Community : Christians are to function as kingdom 

citizens by personally modeling while also influencing government to maintain a safe, just, righteous, and 
compassionately-responsible society where freedom flourishes. 

KINGDOM LIVING LESSONS – Practical lessons regarding your ability to live your life accord-
ing to God’s kingdom agenda, the visible manifestation of the comprehensive rule of God over every area of your 
life. These are divided into five categories: Kingdom, Personal, Family, Church, and Community.

STUDY NOTES – These notes provide my exegesis, exposition, and exhortation to help you understand 
and apply a given passage. Words in bold are directly from the Scripture text.

How to Use This Study Bible

Throughout The Tony Evans Study Bible, there are various features designed to enhance your reading experi-
ence. Whether you have questions about a passage, are seeking additional inspiration, or desire a deeper under-
standing through serious study, these resources will help you.

the creation

1  In  the be gin ning a  God cre at ed  the heav-
ens  and  the  earth. A,b

²  Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp-
ty, c dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of  the 
wa tery  depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was 
hov er ing  over  the sur face  of  the wa ters. d 
³  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  light,” e  and 
 there  was  light. ⁴  God  saw  that  the  light  was 
 good,  and  God sep a rat ed  the  light  from 
 the dark ness. ⁵  God  called  the  light “ day,”  
 and  the dark ness  he  called “ night.”  There 
 was  an eve ning,  and  there  was  a morn ing: 
 one  day.

⁶  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse 
be tween  the wa ters, separating wa ter 
 from wa ter.” f ⁷  So  God  made  the ex panse 
 and sep a rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex-
panse  from  the wa ter  above  the ex panse. g 
 And  it  was  so. ⁸  God  called  the ex panse 
“ sky.” B Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the sec ond  day.

⁹  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der 
 the  sky  be gath ered  into  one  place, h  and 
 let  the  dry  land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 
¹⁰  God  called  the  dry  land “ earth,”  and  the 
gath er ing  of  the wa ter  he  called “ seas.” 
 And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. ¹¹  Then  God 
 said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce veg e ta tion: 
seed-bearing  plants  and  fruit  trees  on  the 
 earth bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds.” i  And  it  was  so. ¹²  The 
 earth pro duced veg e ta tion: seed-bearing 
 plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees 
bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 
¹³ Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the 
 third  day.

¹⁴  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in 
 the ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate  the  day 
 from  the  night.  They  will  serve  as  signs j  for 
sea sons C  and  for  days  and  years. k ¹⁵  They 
 will  be  lights  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to 
pro vide  light  on  the  earth.”  And  it  was  so. 
¹⁶  God  made  the  two  great  lights  —   the 
great er  light  to  rule  over  the  day  and  the 
less er  light  to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well 
 as  the  stars. l ¹⁷  God  placed  them  in  the ex-
panse  of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the 
 earth, ¹⁸  to  rule  the  day  and  the  night,  and 
 to sep a rate  light  from dark ness. m  And  God 
 saw  that  it  was  good. ¹⁹ Eve ning  came  and 
 then morn ing:  the  fourth  day.

²⁰  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm 
 with D liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fly 
 above  the  earth  across  the ex panse  of  the 
 sky.” ²¹  So  God cre at ed  the  large sea-crea-
tures E  and ev ery liv ing crea ture  that 
 moves  and  swarms  in  the wa ter, n ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also cre at ed ev ery 
 winged crea ture ac cord ing  to  its  kind.  And 
 God  saw  that  it  was  good. ²²  God  blessed 
 them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and  fill  the wa-
ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the  birds mul ti ply 
 on  the  earth.” o ²³ Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the  fifth  day.

²⁴  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
liv ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their  kinds: 
live stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  the 
wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.”  And  it  was  so. ²⁵  So  God  made  the 
wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds,  the live stock ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds,  and  all  the crea tures  that  crawl  on 
 the  ground ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  And 
 God  saw  that  it  was  good.

A 1:1 Or created the universe   B 1:8 Or “heavens.”   C 1:14 Or for the appointed times   D 1:20 Lit with swarms of   E 1:21 Or created sea monsters   

a 1:1 Ps 90:2; 102:12; Is 
40:21; Jn 1:1-3; Eph 3:21

b Neh 9:6; Is 40:12-14; 
43:7; Jr 10:12-16; Am 4:13; 

Rm 1:25; 1Co 11:9; Col 1:16; 
Rv 4:11

c 1:2 Jr 4:23
d Jb 26:13; 33:4; Ps 33:6; 

104:30
e 1:3 2Co 4:6

f 1:6 Is 44:24; Jr 10:12
g 1:7 Ps 148:4

h 1:9 Jb 38:8-11; Ps 33:7; 
136:6; Jr 5:22; 2Pt 3:5

i 1:11 Ps 65:9-13; 104:14

j 1:14 Jr 10:2
k Ps 104:19

l 1:16 Dt 4:19; Ps 136:7-9; 
Is 40:26

m 1:18 Jr 31:35
n 1:21 Ps 104:25-28

o 1:22 Gn 8:17; 9:1

1:1 Most ancient creation accounts chroni-
cle a struggle between good and evil, with 
earth popping up as an accidental by-prod-
uct of struggle. In these accounts, the gods 
who created the world did so out of prior 
material. They could not truly create. Scrip-
ture’s story is different: In the beginning 
God (Elohim, the Supreme One) created out 
of nothing. With a mere word he made the 
entire universe of time, space, and mat-
ter—negating any possibility of atheistic 
evolution.
1:2 Formless and empty connotes a des-
olate, uninhabitable place. This suggests 
something happened between verses 1 and 
2. Satan arrived on the scene. We get few 
details of Satan’s fall here (Ezek 28 and Isa 
14 provide more), but it appears his rebellion 
plunged earth into darkness (see Luke 10:18). 
Nevertheless, the Spirit of God was hover-
ing, ready to bring order out of chaos.

1:3-5 God made the light, but he also 
named it: God called the light “day” (1:5). 
By naming the parts of his creation, God 
expresses sovereign rule over them. Even 
the concept of light, which is fundamen-
tal to our world, only exists because God 
sustains it.
1:6-8 God placed some water above the 
expanse (1:7); this is the basis of our earthly 
water cycle. God created the atmosphere so 
that life here is possible.
1:9-13 God gathered into one place (1:9) all 
the water, essentially pulling the land up to 
create continents. He then created vegeta-
tion, according to . . . kinds (1:12). God gave 
names to these new creations too. He also 
recognized that these things were good 
(1:10, 12).
1:14-19 God creates the lights in the expanse 
of the sky (1:14)—but just a few verses ear-
lier, God had created light and darkness. So 

what was emanating light for the first three 
days? God himself was (see Rev 22:5). On day 
four, God handed over that responsibility to 
celestial representatives, so that they would 
provide light on the earth (Gen 1:17) and 
serve as signs (1:14).
1:20-23 As he had populated the ground with 
plants (1:11-13), God made birds and fish (1:21). 
What is unique here is that he blesses them 
with a commission to be fruitful . . . and fill 
the . . . earth (1:22). God created a built-in 
capacity for his creation to reproduce and 
spread.
1:24-25 The threefold taxonomy of animals 
reflects the Jewish way of categorizing: crea-
tures that crawl (1:24), or the tiny things we 
would call insects, rodents, and lizards; live-
stock (1:24), domesticated animals like cows, 
sheep, and goats; and the rest are wildlife 
of the earth (1:24). This would include the 
dinosaurs.
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HOPE WORDS – Brief insights inspired by Scripture to 
empower and encourage you. 

²⁶  Then  God  said, “ Let  us a  make  man A

 in B  our im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness. b
 They  will  rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the 
 birds  of  the  sky,  the live stock,  the  whole 
 earth, C  and  the crea tures  that  crawl D  on 
 the  earth.” c

 ²⁷ So God created man 
in his own image;

  he created him in E the image of God;
  he created them male and female. d
²⁸  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fi ll  the  earth, e  and 
sub due  it.  Rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the  birds 
 of  the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls F

 on  the  earth.” ²⁹  God  also  said, “ Look,  I 
 have giv en  you ev ery seed-bearing  plant 
 on  the sur face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev-
ery  tree  whose  fruit con tains  seed.  This 
 will  be  food  for  you, f ³⁰  for  all  the wildlife 
 of  the  earth,  for ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and 
 for ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth  
—  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in 
 it  —   I  have giv en G ev ery  green  plant  for 
 food.” g  And  it  was  so. ³¹  God  saw  all  that 
 he  had  made,  and  it  was  very  good in-
deed. h Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the  sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and 
ev ery thing  in  them  were com plet-

ed. i ²  On  the sev enth  H  day  God  had com-
plet ed  his  work  that  he  had  done,  and  he 
rest ed  I  on  the sev enth  day  from  all  his 
 work  that  he  had  done. j ³  God  blessed 
 the sev enth  day  and de clared  it  holy, 
 for  on  it  he rest ed k  from  all  his  work  of 
cre a tion.  J,l

A 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   B 1:26 Or as   C 1:26 Syr reads sky, and over every animal of the land   D 1:26 Or scurry   
E 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   F 1:28 Or and all scurrying animals   G 1:30 I have given added for clarity   H 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr 
read sixth   I 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3   J 2:3 Lit work that God created to make

a 1:26 Gn 3:22; 11:7
b Gn 5:1,3; 9:6; Rm 8:29; 
1Co 11:7; 15:49; 2Co 3:18; 
4:4; Eph 4:24; Col 1:15; 
Jms 3:9
c Gn 9:2; Ps 8:6-8; Jms 3:7
d 1:27 Gn 5:2; Mt 19:4; 
Mk 10:6
e 1:28 Gn 9:1,7
f 1:29 Gn 9:3; Ps 104:14-15; 
136:25; 145:15-16
g 1:30 Ps 147:9
h 1:31 1Tm 4:4
i 2:1 Neh 9:6; Ps 33:6; Is 
34:4; 45:12
j 2:2 Ex 20:8-11; 31:17; Dt 
5:12-14; Heb 4:4
k 2:3 Ex 31:17
l Ex 20:11; 31:17; Ps 121:2

1:26-30 God made his crowning achievement: 
Let us make man in our image, visibly mirror-
ing God's spiritual nature, according to our 
likeness visibly mirroring God's functional 
actions (1:26). “Let us” is a hint at the Trinity: 
God the Father, Son, and the Spirit agreed to 
make the fi rst human family, and that family 
was supposed to refl ect truths about God. Every 
human refl ects the unity of God. But he also 
created them male and female (1:27), so our dif-
ferences refl ect the diversity of the Trinity too.

We humans are to rule on God’s behalf, and 
we are to reproduce for his glory (1:28). Just 

as God handed over responsibility to the sun, 
so that it would shine for God, God handed 
over responsibility to us, so that we would 
govern and steward his world for him. This 
is the dominion covenant that is at the heart 
of the expansion of God’s kingdom program 
in history through the rule of man (Ps 8:4-6; 
Heb 2:4-8).
1:31 Here God declared his world very good 
indeed. Humanity refl ected the beauty and 
complexity of God like no other part of creation.
2:1-3 God rested on the seventh day (2:2) 
because he wanted to provide us a model. 

If even God, who “does not slumber or sleep” 
(Ps 121:4), took an entire day off  to enjoy the 
fruit of his labors, we too should pause.
2:4-7 “Adam,” in Hebrew, refers to that which 
comes from the ground, because the Lord
God formed the man out of . . . the ground
(2:7). With the introduction of the name “Lord” 
(Yahweh), God introduced himself relationally. 
God also breathed into Adam the breath of 
life (2:7). God made us out of the most mun-
dane material, but God also infused us with his 
Spirit, which gives us tremendous value and 
enables us to communicate with God.

 kingdom living 
family

A Photograph of God
Looking at Genesis 1, we read that God created 
the heavens and the earth in such a way that 
they are functional, vibrant, and pulsating 
with life. On the fi « h day, God started form-
ing the creatures that would live on the earth. 
Then, on the sixth day, he reached the pinna-
cle of his creative purposes with the creation 
of humankind.

Important truths arise from this account in 
Genesis 1:26-28. First, we see the word “us” 
referring to the triune God: Father, Son, and 
Spirit. The Trinity consists of three individual 
and unique persons who make up the unifi ed 
reality of the Godhead. Second, we see the 
commission of humankind—which is to bear 
this Trinitarian image of God. God created 
humanity (body, soul, and spirit) to mirror 
him, and then he established them in the 
divine institution called family to reproduce 
his image. Therefore, the goal of people in 
general—and the family in particular—is to 
mirror God in the visible realm predicated on 
his reality in the invisible realm. The family 
unit is to serve as a visible photograph of 
God himself. 

Simply put, the family’s mission is the 
replication of the image of God in history 
and to carry out his divinely mandated do-
minion (Gen 1:26, 28). Personal and familial 
happiness is to be a benefi t of a strong family, 
but it’s not the mission. The mission is the 
refl ection of God through the advancement 
of his kingdom and rule on earth. Happiness 
becomes the natural benefi t when this goal 
is being actualized.

for the next family 
kingdom living lesson see page 5.

application questions
read genesis 1:26-27
– What do these verses teach about family?
– How have you experienced God’s provision in 

your eff orts to manage your family and your 
other spheres of life?
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²  But  Abram  said, “ Lord  G OD,  what  can 
 you  give  me,  since  I  am child less  and  the 
 heir  of  my  house  is El i e zer  of Da mas cus? ” A

³  Abram con tin ued, “ Look,  you  have giv-
en  me  no o   spring,  so  a  slave  born  in B  my 
 house  will  be  my  heir.”

⁴  Now  the  word  of  the  L ORD  came  to  him: 
“ This  one  will  not  be  your  heir; in stead,  one 
 who  comes  from  your  own  body C  will  be 
 your  heir.” ⁵  He  took  him out side  and  said, 
“ Look  at  the  sky  and  count  the  stars,  if  you 
 are  able  to  count  them.”  Then  he  said  to  him, 
“ Your o   spring  will  be  that nu mer ous.” a

⁶  Abram be lieved  the  L ORD,  and  he cred-
it ed  it  to  him  as righ teous ness. b

⁷  He  also  said  to  him, “ I  am  the  L ORD  who 
 brought  you  from  Ur  of  the Chal de ans  to 
 give  you  this  land  to pos sess.” c

⁸  But  he  said, “ Lord  G OD,  how  can  I 
 know d  that  I  will pos sess  it? ”

⁹  He  said  to  him, “ Bring  me  a three-year-
old  cow,  a three-year-old fe male  goat,  a 
three-year-old  ram,  a turtledove,  and  a 
 young pi geon.”

¹⁰  So  he  brought  all  these  to  him,  cut 
 them  in  half,  and  laid  the  pieces op po site 
 each oth er,  but  he  did  not  cut  the  birds e  in 
 half. ¹¹  Birds  of  prey  came  down  on  the car-
cass es,  but  Abram  drove  them  away. ¹²  As 
 the  sun  was set ting,  a  deep  sleep f  came 
 over  Abram,  and sud den ly  great ter ror 
 and dark ness de scend ed  on  him.

¹³  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Abram, g “ Know 
 this  for cer tain:  Your off spring  will  be 

res i dent  aliens h  for  four hun dred  years i

 in  a  land  that  does  not be long  to  them  and 
 will  be en slaved  and op pressed. D ¹⁴ How-
ev er,  I  will  judge  the na tion  they  serve, j

 and af ter ward  they  will  go  out  with 
 many pos ses sions. k ¹⁵  But  you  will  go  to 
 your fa thers  in  peace  and  be bur ied  at  a 
 good  old  age. l ¹⁶  In  the  fourth gen er a tion 
 they  will re turn  here,  for  the in iq ui ty  of 
 the Am o rites  has  not  yet  reached  its  full 
mea sure.” E,m

¹⁷  When  the  sun  had  set  and  it  was  dark, 
 a smok ing  fi re  pot  and  a fl am ing  torch ap-
peared  and  passed be tween  the di vid ed 
an i mals. ¹⁸  On  that  day  the  L ORD  made  a 
cov enant  with  Abram, say ing, “ I  give  this 
 land  to  your o   spring, n  from  the  Brook 
 of  Egypt o  to  the  great riv er,  the Eu phra tes 
Riv er: ¹⁹  the  land  of  the Ke nites, Ken iz zites, 
Kad mon ites, ²⁰ Heth ites, Per iz zites, Reph-
a im, ²¹ Am o rites, Ca naan ites, Gir ga shites, 
 and Jeb u sites.”

hagar and ishmael

16  Abram’s  wife Sa rai  had  not  borne 
 any chil dren  for  him,  but  she  owned 

 an Egyp tian  slave  named Ha gar. ² Sa rai 
 said  to  Abram, “ Since  the  L ORD  has pre-
vent ed  me  from bear ing chil dren,  go  to 
 my  slave; per haps  through  her  I  can  build 
 a fam i ly.”  And  Abram  agreed  to  what Sa rai 
 said. F ³  So  Abram’s  wife Sa rai  took Ha gar, 
 her Egyp tian  slave,  and  gave  her  to  her 
hus band  Abram  as  a  wife  for  him.  This 
hap pened af ter  Abram  had  lived  in  the 
 land  of Ca naan  ten  years. ⁴  He  slept  with G

Ha gar,  and  she be came preg nant.  When 
 she  saw  that  she  was preg nant,  her mis-
tress be came con tempt ible  to  her. ⁵  Then 
Sa rai  said  to  Abram, “ You  are re spon si ble 
 for  my su   er ing! H  I  put  my  slave  in  your 

A 15:2 Hb obscure   B 15:3 Lit a son of   C 15:4 Lit loins   D 15:13 Lit will serve them and they will oppress them   E 15:16 Lit Amorites is not yet complete   
F 16:2 Lit Abram listened to the voice of Sarai   G 16:4 Lit He came to   H 16:5 Or “May my suff ering be on you!

a 15:5 Gn 22:17; 26:4; Ex 
32:13; Dt 1:10; 10:22; 1Ch 
27:23; Rm 4:18; Heb 11:12
b 15:6 Rm 4:3,9,22; Gl 3:6; 
Jms 2:23
c 15:7 Gn 11:31; 12:1; Neh 
9:7-8; Ac 7:2-4
d 15:8 Jdg 6:17; 2Kg 20:8; 
Ps 86:17; Is 7:11-13; Lk 1:18
e 15:10 Lv 1:17
f 15:12 Gn 2:21
g 15:13-14 Ac 7:6-7

h 15:13 Ex 22:21; 23:9
i Ex 12:40; Gl 3:17
j 15:14 Ex 6:6; 7:4; 12:12
k Ex 3:22
l 15:15 Gn 25:8; 47:30
m 15:16 Lv 18:24-28; Dn 
8:23; Mt 23:32; 1Th 2:16
n 15:18 Gn 12:7; 13:15; 17:8; 
24:7; 26:4; Nm 34:2; Dt 
34:4; Jos 21:43; Neh 9:8; 
Ac 7:5
o Ex 23:31; Nm 34:1-15; Dt 
1:7-8; 2Kg 24:7

15:4-5 God insisted that one who comes from 
[Abram’s] own body would inherit his wealth 
(15:4). Count the stars, if you are able (15:5), 
God said. That’s how many descendants you’ll 
have. If God was powerful enough to create 
billions of stars out of nothing, he would 
prove powerful enough to create new life 
from an old man.
15:6 In spite of all the obstacles before 
him, Abram believed God’s promise. God 
saw this faith and credited it to him as 
righteousness. The apostle Paul would 
pick up on this verse in Romans 4:3, using 
Abram as an example of how faith works. 
God spoke to Abram, and Abram took him 
at his word. That’s the essence of faith. 
Because of this faith, God chose to count 

Abram’s faith as righteousness. That’s the 
result of faith.
15:7-21 Abram did as instructed and then fell 
asleep (15:12). The key detail in what hap-
pened next is that God alone—in the form 
of a smoking fi re pot and a fl aming torch—
passed through the path of the torn animals 
as he renewed his covenant with Abram 
(15:17). Both parties to the covenant were 
supposed to walk between the slain animals, 
signaling that if either one broke their side of 
the agreement, he would suff er a fate like that 
of the animals. But God’s covenant was radi-
cally unique: Abram wasn’t even awake when 
it was made. God walked through for both of 
them, promising to bear the fatal burden if 
either of them broke the covenant. Thus, this 

was an unconditional covenant dependent on 
God alone for its fulfi llment.
16:1-4 Abram and Sarai were both pushing 
the century mark, and the promise was still 
unfulfi lled. So Sarai did what many do when 
they don’t like God’s timing: she produced a 
scheme to help God out. It was the custom 
of the day for a servant to act as a surrogate 
when the wife of the household couldn’t 
conceive. Sarai, therefore, took Hagar and 
off ered her to her husband (16:3). Abram qui-
etly acquiesced (16:4), passively allowing his 
wife to overrule the will of God.
16:4-6 Hagar’s pregnancy was hardly the 
panacea that Sarai hoped for. It only incited 
Sarai’s jealousy and rage. Sarai mistreated 
her so much that she ran away (16:6).

hope words hope words 
Faith is our positive response to 
what God has already provided. 
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INSPIRATIONAL 
ARTICLES – Heart-felt articles 
providing you with knowledge and 
inspiration as you strive to under-
stand and apply the biblical text in a 
deeper way. 

VIDEO DEVOTIONALS – Brief videos on various topics, which you can access 
on your mobile device using the provided QR code. Some are devotional, others are segments 
from sermons. Each video is designed to enhance your study experience by helping you dive 
deeper on a topic or providing you with encouragement in your study.

BIBLE BOOK INTRODUCTIONS – Each book of the Bible includes an introduction that  
discusses matters of authorship, his-
torical background, and purpose. 
Each is accompanied by a video that 
you can access on your mobile device 
using the provided QR code. In these 
videos, I expound briefly on the bib-
lical book’s message and key themes.

APPLICATION QUESTIONS – Questions to help 
you engage the biblical text and apply God’s Word to every area 
of your life. 

SIDE-MARGIN CROSS REFERENCES – Other Bible passages that are  
related to the text on which you are focusing.

Q&A WITH TONY EVANS  
My answers to a variety of questions, 
including questions about my own life 
and ministry, how to understand various 
biblical texts and theological issues, and 
how to apply God’s kingdom agenda in 
your daily life.

²⁶  Then  God  said, “ Let  us a  make  man A

 in B  our im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness. b
 They  will  rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the 
 birds  of  the  sky,  the live stock,  the  whole 
 earth, C  and  the crea tures  that  crawl D  on 
 the  earth.” c

 ²⁷ So God created man 
in his own image;

  he created him in E the image of God;
  he created them male and female. d
²⁸  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fi ll  the  earth, e  and 
sub due  it.  Rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the  birds 
 of  the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls F

 on  the  earth.” ²⁹  God  also  said, “ Look,  I 
 have giv en  you ev ery seed-bearing  plant 
 on  the sur face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev-
ery  tree  whose  fruit con tains  seed.  This 
 will  be  food  for  you, f ³⁰  for  all  the wildlife 
 of  the  earth,  for ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and 
 for ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth  
—  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in 
 it  —   I  have giv en G ev ery  green  plant  for 
 food.” g  And  it  was  so. ³¹  God  saw  all  that 
 he  had  made,  and  it  was  very  good in-
deed. h Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the  sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and 
ev ery thing  in  them  were com plet-

ed. i ²  On  the sev enth  H  day  God  had com-
plet ed  his  work  that  he  had  done,  and  he 
rest ed  I  on  the sev enth  day  from  all  his 
 work  that  he  had  done. j ³  God  blessed 
 the sev enth  day  and de clared  it  holy, 
 for  on  it  he rest ed k  from  all  his  work  of 
cre a tion.  J,l

A 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   B 1:26 Or as   C 1:26 Syr reads sky, and over every animal of the land   D 1:26 Or scurry   
E 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   F 1:28 Or and all scurrying animals   G 1:30 I have given added for clarity   H 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr 
read sixth   I 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3   J 2:3 Lit work that God created to make

a 1:26 Gn 3:22; 11:7
b Gn 5:1,3; 9:6; Rm 8:29; 
1Co 11:7; 15:49; 2Co 3:18; 
4:4; Eph 4:24; Col 1:15; 
Jms 3:9
c Gn 9:2; Ps 8:6-8; Jms 3:7
d 1:27 Gn 5:2; Mt 19:4; 
Mk 10:6
e 1:28 Gn 9:1,7
f 1:29 Gn 9:3; Ps 104:14-15; 
136:25; 145:15-16
g 1:30 Ps 147:9
h 1:31 1Tm 4:4
i 2:1 Neh 9:6; Ps 33:6; Is 
34:4; 45:12
j 2:2 Ex 20:8-11; 31:17; Dt 
5:12-14; Heb 4:4
k 2:3 Ex 31:17
l Ex 20:11; 31:17; Ps 121:2

1:26-30 God made his crowning achievement: 
Let us make man in our image, visibly mirror-
ing God's spiritual nature, according to our 
likeness visibly mirroring God's functional 
actions (1:26). “Let us” is a hint at the Trinity: 
God the Father, Son, and the Spirit agreed to 
make the fi rst human family, and that family 
was supposed to refl ect truths about God. Every 
human refl ects the unity of God. But he also 
created them male and female (1:27), so our dif-
ferences refl ect the diversity of the Trinity too.

We humans are to rule on God’s behalf, and 
we are to reproduce for his glory (1:28). Just 

as God handed over responsibility to the sun, 
so that it would shine for God, God handed 
over responsibility to us, so that we would 
govern and steward his world for him. This 
is the dominion covenant that is at the heart 
of the expansion of God’s kingdom program 
in history through the rule of man (Ps 8:4-6; 
Heb 2:4-8).
1:31 Here God declared his world very good 
indeed. Humanity refl ected the beauty and 
complexity of God like no other part of creation.
2:1-3 God rested on the seventh day (2:2) 
because he wanted to provide us a model. 

If even God, who “does not slumber or sleep” 
(Ps 121:4), took an entire day off  to enjoy the 
fruit of his labors, we too should pause.
2:4-7 “Adam,” in Hebrew, refers to that which 
comes from the ground, because the Lord
God formed the man out of . . . the ground
(2:7). With the introduction of the name “Lord” 
(Yahweh), God introduced himself relationally. 
God also breathed into Adam the breath of 
life (2:7). God made us out of the most mun-
dane material, but God also infused us with his 
Spirit, which gives us tremendous value and 
enables us to communicate with God.

 kingdom living 
family

A Photograph of God
Looking at Genesis 1, we read that God created 
the heavens and the earth in such a way that 
they are functional, vibrant, and pulsating 
with life. On the fi « h day, God started form-
ing the creatures that would live on the earth. 
Then, on the sixth day, he reached the pinna-
cle of his creative purposes with the creation 
of humankind.

Important truths arise from this account in 
Genesis 1:26-28. First, we see the word “us” 
referring to the triune God: Father, Son, and 
Spirit. The Trinity consists of three individual 
and unique persons who make up the unifi ed 
reality of the Godhead. Second, we see the 
commission of humankind—which is to bear 
this Trinitarian image of God. God created 
humanity (body, soul, and spirit) to mirror 
him, and then he established them in the 
divine institution called family to reproduce 
his image. Therefore, the goal of people in 
general—and the family in particular—is to 
mirror God in the visible realm predicated on 
his reality in the invisible realm. The family 
unit is to serve as a visible photograph of 
God himself. 

Simply put, the family’s mission is the 
replication of the image of God in history 
and to carry out his divinely mandated do-
minion (Gen 1:26, 28). Personal and familial 
happiness is to be a benefi t of a strong family, 
but it’s not the mission. The mission is the 
refl ection of God through the advancement 
of his kingdom and rule on earth. Happiness 
becomes the natural benefi t when this goal 
is being actualized.

for the next family 
kingdom living lesson see page 5.

application questions
read genesis 1:26-27
– What do these verses teach about family?
– How have you experienced God’s provision in 

your eff orts to manage your family and your 
other spheres of life?
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²⁶  Then  God  said, “ Let  us a  make  man A

 in B  our im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness. b
 They  will  rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the 
 birds  of  the  sky,  the live stock,  the  whole 
 earth, C  and  the crea tures  that  crawl D  on 
 the  earth.” c

 ²⁷ So God created man 
in his own image;

  he created him in E the image of God;
  he created them male and female. d
²⁸  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fi ll  the  earth, e  and 
sub due  it.  Rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the  birds 
 of  the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls F

 on  the  earth.” ²⁹  God  also  said, “ Look,  I 
 have giv en  you ev ery seed-bearing  plant 
 on  the sur face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev-
ery  tree  whose  fruit con tains  seed.  This 
 will  be  food  for  you, f ³⁰  for  all  the wildlife 
 of  the  earth,  for ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and 
 for ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth  
—  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in 
 it  —   I  have giv en G ev ery  green  plant  for 
 food.” g  And  it  was  so. ³¹  God  saw  all  that 
 he  had  made,  and  it  was  very  good in-
deed. h Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the  sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and 
ev ery thing  in  them  were com plet-

ed. i ²  On  the sev enth  H  day  God  had com-
plet ed  his  work  that  he  had  done,  and  he 
rest ed  I  on  the sev enth  day  from  all  his 
 work  that  he  had  done. j ³  God  blessed 
 the sev enth  day  and de clared  it  holy, 
 for  on  it  he rest ed k  from  all  his  work  of 
cre a tion.  J,l

A 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   B 1:26 Or as   C 1:26 Syr reads sky, and over every animal of the land   D 1:26 Or scurry   
E 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   F 1:28 Or and all scurrying animals   G 1:30 I have given added for clarity   H 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr 
read sixth   I 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3   J 2:3 Lit work that God created to make

a 1:26 Gn 3:22; 11:7
b Gn 5:1,3; 9:6; Rm 8:29; 
1Co 11:7; 15:49; 2Co 3:18; 
4:4; Eph 4:24; Col 1:15; 
Jms 3:9
c Gn 9:2; Ps 8:6-8; Jms 3:7
d 1:27 Gn 5:2; Mt 19:4; 
Mk 10:6
e 1:28 Gn 9:1,7
f 1:29 Gn 9:3; Ps 104:14-15; 
136:25; 145:15-16
g 1:30 Ps 147:9
h 1:31 1Tm 4:4
i 2:1 Neh 9:6; Ps 33:6; Is 
34:4; 45:12
j 2:2 Ex 20:8-11; 31:17; Dt 
5:12-14; Heb 4:4
k 2:3 Ex 31:17
l Ex 20:11; 31:17; Ps 121:2

1:26-30 God made his crowning achievement: 
Let us make man in our image, visibly mirror-
ing God's spiritual nature, according to our 
likeness visibly mirroring God's functional 
actions (1:26). “Let us” is a hint at the Trinity: 
God the Father, Son, and the Spirit agreed to 
make the fi rst human family, and that family 
was supposed to refl ect truths about God. Every 
human refl ects the unity of God. But he also 
created them male and female (1:27), so our dif-
ferences refl ect the diversity of the Trinity too.

We humans are to rule on God’s behalf, and 
we are to reproduce for his glory (1:28). Just 

as God handed over responsibility to the sun, 
so that it would shine for God, God handed 
over responsibility to us, so that we would 
govern and steward his world for him. This 
is the dominion covenant that is at the heart 
of the expansion of God’s kingdom program 
in history through the rule of man (Ps 8:4-6; 
Heb 2:4-8).
1:31 Here God declared his world very good 
indeed. Humanity refl ected the beauty and 
complexity of God like no other part of creation.
2:1-3 God rested on the seventh day (2:2) 
because he wanted to provide us a model. 

If even God, who “does not slumber or sleep” 
(Ps 121:4), took an entire day off  to enjoy the 
fruit of his labors, we too should pause.
2:4-7 “Adam,” in Hebrew, refers to that which 
comes from the ground, because the Lord
God formed the man out of . . . the ground
(2:7). With the introduction of the name “Lord” 
(Yahweh), God introduced himself relationally. 
God also breathed into Adam the breath of 
life (2:7). God made us out of the most mun-
dane material, but God also infused us with his 
Spirit, which gives us tremendous value and 
enables us to communicate with God.

 kingdom living 
family

A Photograph of God
Looking at Genesis 1, we read that God created 
the heavens and the earth in such a way that 
they are functional, vibrant, and pulsating 
with life. On the fi « h day, God started form-
ing the creatures that would live on the earth. 
Then, on the sixth day, he reached the pinna-
cle of his creative purposes with the creation 
of humankind.

Important truths arise from this account in 
Genesis 1:26-28. First, we see the word “us” 
referring to the triune God: Father, Son, and 
Spirit. The Trinity consists of three individual 
and unique persons who make up the unifi ed 
reality of the Godhead. Second, we see the 
commission of humankind—which is to bear 
this Trinitarian image of God. God created 
humanity (body, soul, and spirit) to mirror 
him, and then he established them in the 
divine institution called family to reproduce 
his image. Therefore, the goal of people in 
general—and the family in particular—is to 
mirror God in the visible realm predicated on 
his reality in the invisible realm. The family 
unit is to serve as a visible photograph of 
God himself. 

Simply put, the family’s mission is the 
replication of the image of God in history 
and to carry out his divinely mandated do-
minion (Gen 1:26, 28). Personal and familial 
happiness is to be a benefi t of a strong family, 
but it’s not the mission. The mission is the 
refl ection of God through the advancement 
of his kingdom and rule on earth. Happiness 
becomes the natural benefi t when this goal 
is being actualized.

for the next family 
kingdom living lesson see page 5.

application questions
read genesis 1:26-27
– What do these verses teach about family?
– How have you experienced God’s provision in 

your eff orts to manage your family and your 
other spheres of life?

3 GENESIS 1-2
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Faith WorksFaith Works

I WAS ONCE BATTLING A COLD and couldn’t shake it. I called my doctor, told 
him my symptoms, and he told me I didn’t need to come in. He would call 
in a prescription for me. He told me what medicine he was prescribing 

and how he wanted me to take it.
To benefi t from this conversation, I had to believe that I was talking to 

the person I thought I was talking to, be cause I couldn’t see him. Ours was just 
a brief talk over the phone, so I had to listen to and trust his voice. Then I had 
to respond when he told me how to fi x my problem. Now, I could’ve lain in bed 
and meditated. I could have believed him without leaving my bed, thinking 
about how good it was that I had a doctor who understood my problem and 
provided me with a solution. But all that lying around and thinking about the 
good words that the good doctor shared with me wouldn’t make me better. It 
may have given me warm fuzzies, but  I’d still be sick as a dog.

I had things to do. I had to get up, get in my car, drive to Walgreens, and 
say to the pharmacist, “Do you have a prescription with my name on it?” Though 
there was a lot of medicine in that pharmacy, I needed the one thing waiting 
with my name on it. I needed something personally prescribed for me. The 
doctor had told me it was there, and because I believed his word, I acted on it.

Taking this illustration further, I could have just received the medicine, 
gazed at it, and made sure that it looked acceptable to me. But, I’d still feel mis-
erable. The doctor’s instructions were not for me just to drive to Walgreens 
and get emotionally fi xated on the look of the medicine. He told me to take 
it. By following his instructions, I allowed my faith in the doctor to match up 
with my works of obedience and began to feel much better.

A lot of us are spiritually sick, and every week we go to hear what 
the Great Physician has to say to us. But some of us just stop there and think 
about how good it was to hear from him. Some of us leave church feeling good 
about how great the prescription sounds, yet we remain sick as a spiritual 
dog because we don’t ingest the prescription by acting on it. Therefore, we’re 
not transformed.

Think about Abraham. God didn’t just tell him that he would give him a 
bountiful land. He gave him a prescription: “Go out from your land, your rela-
tives, and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make you 
into a great nation” (GEN 12:1-2). In order for Abraham to experience the good-
ness of what God wanted to give him, he needed to put his faith into action.

Abraham’s story serves as an example that each of us should learn 
from. Hebrews 11 provides a list of other biblical heroes whose journeys of 
faith also provide us with inspiration and instruction about how to receive 
the full promises of God. This “large cloud of witnesses” (HEB 12:1) should 
remind us of something vital to our Christian walk: faith works.

On the other hand, “faith without works is dead” (JAS 2:26). Faith in God 
can’t just be a good feeling about something you heard on Sunday morning. 
The Great Physician has prescribed a course of action for you, and in order 
for you to benefi t from the medicine, you’ll have to follow his instructions.

15
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GenesisGenesis
introduction

Author 

T HOUGH THE BOOK OF GENESIS is anonymous 
(no author is listed), ancient Jewish and Chris-
tian traditions held that Moses authored the 

fi rst fi ve books of the Bible—referred to as the Penta-
teuch (“fi ve vessels”) or the Torah (a Hebrew word for 
“law” or “instruction”). That Moses stood behind these 
fi ve books is a� ested to in both the Old and the New 
Testaments (see Neh 8:1; Mark 12:26). 

Assuming Mosaic authorship does not prevent us 
from accepting that others would have provided some 
editorial additions later—for example, the details of 
Moses’s death in Deuteronomy 34:5-12 and the men-
tion of the city “Dan” in Genesis 14:14, which would not 
have been named until the time of the judges (see Judg 
18:29). Thus, though many critical scholars today re-
ject Mosaic authorship, we have good reason to accept 
the biblical tradition that Moses wrote the Pentateuch. 
For Genesis in particular, Moses probably used wri� en 
sources and put them together to form this book. 

Historical Background
Genesis covers the lengthy period from the creation of 
the heavens and the earth (1:1) to the death of Joseph, 
the son of Jacob, in Egypt (50:26). It includes an account 
of the origin of humankind and another of the origin of 
the nation of Israel. The rest of the Bible is dependent 
on the history and theology of Genesis. It is founda-
tional for all that follows. Here we have the creation 
of the universe, man and woman made in the image 
of God, the mandate for humans to rule the earth, the 
fi rst marriage, Satan’s opposition to humanity, the fall 
of humanity into sin, God’s promise to defeat Satan 
through the seed of the woman, Noah and the fl ood, 
the tower of Babylon, God’s covenant with Abraham, 
the faith of Abraham, the sacrifi ce of Isaac, the intro-
duction to the twelve sons of Jacob (that is, Israel), the 
story of Joseph, and more.

Message and Purpose
Genesis is the book of beginnings. It is critical because 
it sets the stage for the rest of Scripture. The best way 
to understand Genesis is through its personalities, be-
ginning with the fi rst couple: Adam and Eve. God gave 
his dominion covenant to humankind, to rule on his 
behalf on earth as a refl ection of his dominion over 
all. This set the stage for the fall, when Adam and Eve 
sinned against God, bringing earth under the tempo-
rary control of Satan. But the episode recording the 
entrance of sin is also embedded with the prophecy of a 
Redeemer (3:15)—Jesus Christ—who will defeat Satan 
and restore God’s kingdom rule over all. 

In the meantime Genesis records the angelic confl ict 
now being waged on earth to such an extent that God  
destroyed the earth with a fl ood and began again with 
Noah to establish his kingdom rule—for Genesis intro-
duces us to a kingdom concept. The world a� er the fl ood 
also rebelled against God at Babylon, and God judged the 
people for trying to establish unity without him. 

Then God called one man, Abraham, through whom 
he would reestablish his kingdom regime. Beginning 
with chapter 12, Genesis traces the history of Abraham 
and his family as God lays the foundation of his king-
dom through the nation of Israel. 

Outline
i. From Adam to Abram (1:1–11:9)

a. Creation, Marriage, and the 
Fall into Sin (1:1–5:32)

b. The Flood (6:1–8:22)
c. A New Beginning—And a Dead End (9:1–11:9)

ii. Abraham (11:10–24:67)
a. Father Abraham and His Rocky 

Faith Journey (11:10–14:24)
b. From Abram to Abraham: A Cov-

enant Renewed (15:1–17:27)
c. Sodom and Lot (18:1–19:38)
d. Isaac: Birth, Sacrifi ce, and Quest 

for a Wife (20:1–24:67)
iii. Jacob (25:1–36:43)

a. Jacob the Deceiver and Esau 
the Impulsive (25:1–28:9)

b. A Holy God, a Beautiful Woman, and 
a Deceptive Uncle (28:10–29:29) 

c. Jacob Multiplies, Struggles with God, 
and Meets Esau Again (29:30–33:20)

d. The Defi lement of Dinah and the Re-
turn to Bethel (34:1–36:43)

iv. Joseph (37:1–50:26)
a. Joseph the Dreamer and Judah 

the Hypocrite (37:1–38:30)
b. From Rags to Riches in Egypt (39:1–41:57)
c. Family Reunion (42:1–47:31)
d. The Blessings of Jacob and the 

Promises of God (48:1–50:26)

video intro
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 Cain  and  his o� er ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous, 
 and  he  looked de spon dent. A

⁶  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Why 
 are  you fu ri ous? a  And  why  do  you  look 
de spon dent? B ⁷  If  you  do  what  is  right, 
 won’t  you  be ac cept ed?  But  if  you  do  not 
 do  what  is  right,  sin  is crouch ing  at  the 
 door.  Its de sire  is  for  you,  but  you  must 
 rule  over  it.” b

⁸  Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go 
 out  to  the  field.” C  And  while  they  were  in 
 the  field,  Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel 
 and  killed  him. c

⁹  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Where  is 
 your broth er  Abel? ”

“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my 
broth er’s guard ian? ”

¹⁰  Then  he  said, “ What  have  you  done? 
 Your broth er’s  blood  cries  out  to  me 
 from  the  ground! d ¹¹  So  now  you  are 
 cursed, alien at ed  from  the  ground  that 
 opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your broth-
er’s  blood  you  have  shed. D ¹²  If  you  work 
 the  ground,  it  will nev er  again  give  you 
 its  yield.  You  will  be  a rest less wan der er 
 on  the  earth.” e

¹³  But  Cain an swered  the  L ORD, “ My 
pun ish ment E  is  too  great  to  bear! ¹⁴  Since 
 you  are banishing  me to day  from  the 
 face  of  the  earth,  and  I  must  hide  from 
 your pres ence  and be come  a rest less 
wan der er  on  the  earth, who ev er  finds 
 me  will  kill  me.” f

¹⁵  Then  the  L ORD re plied  to  him, “ In  that 
 case, F who ev er  kills  Cain  will su� er ven-
geance sev en  times  over.” G  And  he  placed  a 
 mark g  on  Cain  so  that who ev er  found  him 
 would  not  kill  him. ¹⁶  Then  Cain  went  out 
 from  the  L ORD’ s pres ence  and  lived  in  the 
 land  of  Nod,  east  of  Eden.

the line of cain
¹⁷  Cain  was in ti mate  with  his  wife,  and  she 
con ceived  and  gave  birth  to  Enoch.  Then 
 Cain be came  the build er  of  a  city,  and  he 
 named  the  city  Enoch af ter  his  son. ¹⁸  Irad 
 was  born  to  Enoch,  Irad fa thered Me hu-
ja el, Me hu ja el fa thered Me thu sha el,  and 
Me thu sha el fa thered La mech. ¹⁹ La mech 

 took  two  wives  for him self,  one  named 
 Adah  and  the oth er  named Zil lah. ²⁰  Adah 
 bore Ja bal;  he  was  the fa ther  of  the no-
madic herds men. H ²¹  His broth er  was 
 named Ju bal;  he  was  the fa ther  of  all  who 
 play  the  lyre  and  the  flute. ²² Zil lah  bore 
Tubal-cain,  who  made  all  kinds  of  bronze 
 and  iron  tools. Tubal-cain’s sis ter  was Na-
a mah.

²³ La mech  said  to  his  wives:
  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  wives of Lamech, pay attention 

to my words.
  For I killed a man for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.
 ²⁴ If Cain is to be avenged 

seven times over,
  then for Lamech it will be 

seventy-seven times!

²⁵  Adam  was in ti mate  with  his  wife 
 again,  and  she  gave  birth  to  a  son  and 
 named  him  Seth,  for  she  said, “ God  has 
giv en I  me an oth er  child J  in  place  of  Abel, 
 since  Cain  killed  him.” ²⁶  A  son  was  born 
 to  Seth h  also,  and  he  named  him  Enosh.  At 
 that  time peo ple be gan  to  call  on  the  name 
 of  the  L ORD. i

the line of seth

5  This  is  the doc u ment con tain ing  the 
fam i ly K rec ords j  of  Adam. L  On  the  day 

 that  God cre at ed  man, M  he  made  him  in 
 the like ness  of  God; ²  he cre at ed  them 
 male  and fe male.  When  they  were cre-
at ed,  he  blessed  them  and  called  them 
man kind. N

³  Adam  was  130  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  a  son  in  his like ness, ac cord ing  to 
 his im age,  and  named  him  Seth. ⁴  Adam 
 lived  800  years af ter  he fa thered  Seth, 
 and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. ⁵  So  Adam’s  life last ed  930  years; 
 then  he  died.

⁶  Seth  was  105  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  Enosh. ⁷  Seth  lived  807  years af ter 
 he fa thered  Enosh,  and  he fa thered oth er 
 sons  and daugh ters. ⁸  So  Seth’s  life last ed 
 912  years;  then  he  died.

A 4:5 Lit and his face fell   B 4:6 Lit why has your face fallen   C 4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.”   D 4:11 Lit blood from your 
hand   E 4:13 Or sin   F 4:15 LXX, Syr, Vg read “Not so!”   G 4:15 Or suffer severely   H 4:20 Lit the dweller of tent and livestock   I 4:25 The Hb word 

for given sounds like the name “Seth.”   J 4:25 Lit seed   K 5:1 Lit wri�en family   L 5:1 Or mankind   M 5:1 Or Adam, human beings   N 5:2 Hb ‘adam

a 4:6 Jnh 4:4
b 4:7 Gn 3:16

c 4:8 Mt 23:35; Lk 11:51; 1Jn 
3:12-15; Jd 11

d 4:10 Nm 35:33; Dt 21:1-9; 
Heb 12:24; Rv 6:9-10

e 4:12 Dt 28:16-18; Is 26:21
f 4:14 Nm 35:26-27

g 4:15 Ex 9:4; Ezk 9:4,6; 
Rv 13:16-17

h 4:26 Lk 3:38
i Gn 12:8; 26:25; 1Kg 18:24; 
Ps 116:17; Jl 2:32; Zph 3:9; 

1Co 1:2
j 5:1 Gn 2:4

4:8-16 Rather than listening to God’s coun-
sel, Cain nursed his emotions until they 
manifested as murder (4:8). This time, 
instead of the ground merely becoming 
cursed as had happened following Adam’s 
rebellion, it [would] never again give [Cain] 
its yield (4:12).

4:17-24 Cain’s murderous ways infect his 
family line. By the time we get to his great-
great-great-grandson, we find a man brag-
ging about his own violence. I killed a man for 
wounding me, Lamech boasts (4:23). Notice 
too that Lamech is talking to his wives (4:23). 
God’s perfect design is only four chapters old, 

and already we find people reveling in blood-
shed and ignoring his design for marriage.
4:25–5:32 In place of Abel God granted Eve 
a son named Seth (4:25). In connection with 
Seth, people began to call on . . . the Lord 
(4:26). Hundreds of years later, Noah would 
come from Seth’s line (5:28-32).
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man and woman in the garden
⁴  These  are  the rec ords a  of  the heav ens  and 
 the  earth, con cern ing  their cre a tion.  At  the 
 time A  that  the  L ORD  God  made  the  earth  and 
 the heav ens, ⁵  no  shrub  of  the  field b  had  yet 
 grown  on  the  land, B  and  no  plant  of  the  field 
 had  yet sprout ed,  for  the  L ORD  God  had  not 
 made  it  rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was  no 
 man  to  work  the  ground. ⁶  But  mist  would 
 come  up  from  the  earth  and wa ter  all  the 
 ground. ⁷  Then  the  L ORD  God  formed  the 
 man  out  of  the  dust  from  the  ground c  and 
 breathed  the  breath  of  life  into  his nos trils, d 
 and  the  man be came  a liv ing be ing. e

⁸  The  L ORD  God plant ed  a gar den  in 
 Eden,  in  the  east, f  and  there  he  placed 
 the  man  he  had  formed. ⁹  The  L ORD  God 
 caused  to  grow  out  of  the  ground ev ery 
 tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance  and  good  for 
 food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in  the mid-
dle  of  the gar den, g  as  well  as  the  tree  of  the 
knowl edge  of  good  and  evil. h

¹⁰  A riv er  went C  out  from  Eden  to wa ter 
 the gar den.  From  there  it di vid ed  and be-
came  the  source  of  four riv ers. D ¹¹  The  name 
 of  the  first  is Pi shon,  which  flows  through 
 the en tire  land  of Hav i lah, E,i  where  there  is 
 gold. ¹²  Gold  from  that  land  is  pure; F bdel li-
um G  and  onyx H  are  also  there. ¹³  The  name 
 of  the sec ond riv er  is Gi hon,  which  flows 
 through  the en tire  land  of  Cush. ¹⁴  The 
 name  of  the  third riv er  is Ti gris, j  which 
 runs  east  of As syr ia.  And  the  fourth riv er 
 is  the Eu phra tes.k

¹⁵  The  L ORD  God  took  the  man  and  placed 
 him  in  the gar den  of  Eden  to  work  it  and 
 watch  over  it. ¹⁶  And  the  L ORD  God com-
mand ed  the  man, “ You  are  free  to  eat  from 
 any  tree  of  the gar den, l ¹⁷  but  you  must  not 
 eat  from  the  tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good 
 and  evil,  for  on  the  day  you  eat  from  it, 
 you  will cer tain ly  die.” m ¹⁸  Then  the  L ORD 
 God  said, “ It  is  not  good  for  the  man  to  be 
 alone.  I  will  make  a help er cor re spond ing n 
 to  him.” ¹⁹  The  L ORD  God  formed  out  of  the 

 ground ev ery  wild an i mal  and ev ery  bird 
 of  the  sky,  and  brought  each  to  the  man  to 
 see  what  he  would  call  it. o  And what ev er 
 the  man  called  a liv ing crea ture,  that  was 
 its  name. ²⁰  The  man  gave  names  to  all  the 
live stock,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  to ev-
ery  wild an i mal;  but  for  the  man I  no help-
er  was  found cor re spond ing  to  him. ²¹  So 
 the  L ORD  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  come 
 over  the  man, p  and  he  slept.  God  took  one 
 of  his  ribs  and  closed  the  flesh  at  that 
 place. ²²  Then  the  L ORD  God  made  the  rib 
 he  had tak en  from  the  man  into  a wom an 
 and  brought  her  to  the  man. q ²³  And  the 
 man  said:

 Questions & Answers 

q You have called The Kingdom Agenda 
your “magnum opus.” Why do you 

view this book and philosophy of life as so 
critical and central to your life’s work? 

a  The Kingdom Agenda is my life’s work 
because of its comprehensive nature. 

When I saw that the whole Bible is the 
summary of God’s kingdom program 

and plan—and saw how all the pieces fit 
together—it made the Bible come alive to 
me. I began to see that things people o�en 
view as irrelevant are actually terribly rele-
vant to our decision-making, our relation-
ships, and every aspect of our lives. When I 
saw how comprehensive this is and how it 
knits together all the questions that I had, 
it became a driving force for everything I 
did. It became clear to me that God had 

given me a worldview based on his Word 
that, if understood by God’s people, could 
be as transforming for their lives as it was 

for mine.

for the next q&a, see page 7.

A 2:4 Lit creation on the day   B 2:5 Or earth   C 2:10 Or goes   D 2:10 Lit became four heads   E 2:11 Or of the Havilah   F 2:12 Lit good    
G 2:12 A yellowish, transparent gum resin   H 2:12 Identity of this precious stone uncertain   I 2:20 Or for Adam

a 2:4 Gn 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 
11:10,27; 25:12,19; 36:1,9; 

37:2 
b 2:5 Gn 1:11-12

c 2:7 Gn 3:19,23; 18:27; Ps 
103:14; Ec 12:7; 1Co 15:47
d Gn 7:22; Jb 33:4; Is 2:22

e 1Co 15:45
f 2:8 Gn 13:10; Is 51:3; Ezk 

28:13; 31:8; Jl 2:3
g 2:9 Gn 3:22; Rv 2:7; 

22:2,14
h Pr 3:18

i 2:11 Gn 10:7,29; 25:18; 
1Sm 15:7

j 2:14 Dn 10:4
k Gn 15:18

l 2:16 Gn 3:1-2
m 2:17 Gn 3:5; Dt 30:15,19-

20; Rm 6:23; 1Tm 5:6; 
Jms 1:15

n 2:18 Pr 31:11-12; 1Co 11:9; 
1Tm 2:13

o 2:19 Ps 8:6
p 2:21 Gn 15:12

q 2:22 1Co 11:8,12

2:8-15 Adam was to work the garden and 
watch over it (2:15). He was also to guard and 
protect that which was under his responsi-
bility. Since the only threat in existence was 
Satan, this introduces the angelic conflict and 
the fact that man was created to demonstrate 
God’s greater glory to the angelic realm (see 
Ps 8:4-6; Eph 3:10; 6:10-12).
2:16-17 The Lord God commanded the man 
and expected him to obey (2:16). The com-
mandment was simple: you must not eat 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil (2:17). Biblical freedom is the responsi-
bility and opportunity to choose to maximize 

one's calling under God. God gave Adam a 
tremendous amount of freedom, allowing 
him to enjoy whatever God provided. But 
biblical freedom has healthy limits. When 
we misuse that freedom, the consequences 
are severe. Just as the rules in a football game 
help the players and fans enjoy the game, 
boundaries in our spiritual walk help us live 
the way God intended. Ignoring God’s bound-
aries always ends in death.
2:18 When God saw Adam by himself, he 
responded this way: It is not good for the 
man to be alone. So he promises to make a 
helper corresponding to him. A wife is there 

to be a man’s counterpart, equal to him and 
adding what he lacks. It would be the man’s 
responsibility to provide, protect, and pro-
claim God’s truth in the home. The woman is 
an essential contributor to the marriage—
not a secondary servant to her mate.
2:21-22 God lovingly addressed Adam’s need, 
creating a woman out of one of Adam’s ribs. 
God formed Adam; he fashioned Eve. God then 
brought her to the man (2:22). Just like Adam, 
then, Eve had a relationship with God before 
she had a relationship with her spouse.
2:23-25 Adam—ish in Hebrew—gives his wife 
his name. This one will be called “woman” 
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²⁶  Then  God  said, “ Let  us a  make  man A

 in B  our im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness. b
 They  will  rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the 
 birds  of  the  sky,  the live stock,  the  whole 
 earth, C  and  the crea tures  that  crawl D  on 
 the  earth.” c

 ²⁷ So God created man 
in his own image;

  he created him in E the image of God;
  he created them male and female. d
²⁸  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, 
“ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fi ll  the  earth, e  and 
sub due  it.  Rule  the  fi sh  of  the  sea,  the  birds 
 of  the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls F

 on  the  earth.” ²⁹  God  also  said, “ Look,  I 
 have giv en  you ev ery seed-bearing  plant 
 on  the sur face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev-
ery  tree  whose  fruit con tains  seed.  This 
 will  be  food  for  you, f ³⁰  for  all  the wildlife 
 of  the  earth,  for ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and 
 for ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth  
—  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in 
 it  —   I  have giv en G ev ery  green  plant  for 
 food.” g  And  it  was  so. ³¹  God  saw  all  that 
 he  had  made,  and  it  was  very  good in-
deed. h Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing: 
 the  sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and 
ev ery thing  in  them  were com plet-

ed. i ²  On  the sev enth  H  day  God  had com-
plet ed  his  work  that  he  had  done,  and  he 
rest ed  I  on  the sev enth  day  from  all  his 
 work  that  he  had  done. j ³  God  blessed 
 the sev enth  day  and de clared  it  holy, 
 for  on  it  he rest ed k  from  all  his  work  of 
cre a tion.  J,l

A 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   B 1:26 Or as   C 1:26 Syr reads sky, and over every animal of the land   D 1:26 Or scurry   
E 1:27 Or man as his own image; he created him as   F 1:28 Or and all scurrying animals   G 1:30 I have given added for clarity   H 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr 
read sixth   I 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3   J 2:3 Lit work that God created to make

a 1:26 Gn 3:22; 11:7
b Gn 5:1,3; 9:6; Rm 8:29; 
1Co 11:7; 15:49; 2Co 3:18; 
4:4; Eph 4:24; Col 1:15; 
Jms 3:9
c Gn 9:2; Ps 8:6-8; Jms 3:7
d 1:27 Gn 5:2; Mt 19:4; 
Mk 10:6
e 1:28 Gn 9:1,7
f 1:29 Gn 9:3; Ps 104:14-15; 
136:25; 145:15-16
g 1:30 Ps 147:9
h 1:31 1Tm 4:4
i 2:1 Neh 9:6; Ps 33:6; Is 
34:4; 45:12
j 2:2 Ex 20:8-11; 31:17; Dt 
5:12-14; Heb 4:4
k 2:3 Ex 31:17
l Ex 20:11; 31:17; Ps 121:2

1:26-30 God made his crowning achievement: 
Let us make man in our image, visibly mirror-
ing God's spiritual nature, according to our 
likeness visibly mirroring God's functional 
actions (1:26). “Let us” is a hint at the Trinity: 
God the Father, Son, and the Spirit agreed to 
make the fi rst human family, and that family 
was supposed to refl ect truths about God. Every 
human refl ects the unity of God. But he also 
created them male and female (1:27), so our dif-
ferences refl ect the diversity of the Trinity too.

We humans are to rule on God’s behalf, and 
we are to reproduce for his glory (1:28). Just 

as God handed over responsibility to the sun, 
so that it would shine for God, God handed 
over responsibility to us, so that we would 
govern and steward his world for him. This 
is the dominion covenant that is at the heart 
of the expansion of God’s kingdom program 
in history through the rule of man (Ps 8:4-6; 
Heb 2:4-8).
1:31 Here God declared his world very good 
indeed. Humanity refl ected the beauty and 
complexity of God like no other part of creation.
2:1-3 God rested on the seventh day (2:2) 
because he wanted to provide us a model. 

If even God, who “does not slumber or sleep” 
(Ps 121:4), took an entire day off  to enjoy the 
fruit of his labors, we too should pause.
2:4-7 “Adam,” in Hebrew, refers to that which 
comes from the ground, because the Lord
God formed the man out of . . . the ground
(2:7). With the introduction of the name “Lord” 
(Yahweh), God introduced himself relationally. 
God also breathed into Adam the breath of 
life (2:7). God made us out of the most mun-
dane material, but God also infused us with his 
Spirit, which gives us tremendous value and 
enables us to communicate with God.

 kingdom living 
family

A Photograph of God
Looking at Genesis 1, we read that God created 
the heavens and the earth in such a way that 
they are functional, vibrant, and pulsating 
with life. On the fi « h day, God started form-
ing the creatures that would live on the earth. 
Then, on the sixth day, he reached the pinna-
cle of his creative purposes with the creation 
of humankind.

Important truths arise from this account in 
Genesis 1:26-28. First, we see the word “us” 
referring to the triune God: Father, Son, and 
Spirit. The Trinity consists of three individual 
and unique persons who make up the unifi ed 
reality of the Godhead. Second, we see the 
commission of humankind—which is to bear 
this Trinitarian image of God. God created 
humanity (body, soul, and spirit) to mirror 
him, and then he established them in the 
divine institution called family to reproduce 
his image. Therefore, the goal of people in 
general—and the family in particular—is to 
mirror God in the visible realm predicated on 
his reality in the invisible realm. The family 
unit is to serve as a visible photograph of 
God himself. 

Simply put, the family’s mission is the 
replication of the image of God in history 
and to carry out his divinely mandated do-
minion (Gen 1:26, 28). Personal and familial 
happiness is to be a benefi t of a strong family, 
but it’s not the mission. The mission is the 
refl ection of God through the advancement 
of his kingdom and rule on earth. Happiness 
becomes the natural benefi t when this goal 
is being actualized.

for the next family 
kingdom living lesson see page 5.

application questions
read genesis 1:26-27
– What do these verses teach about family?
– How have you experienced God’s provision in 

your eff orts to manage your family and your 
other spheres of life?
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Faith WorksFaith Works

I WAS ONCE BATTLING A COLD and couldn’t shake it. I called my doctor, told 
him my symptoms, and he told me I didn’t need to come in. He would call 
in a prescription for me. He told me what medicine he was prescribing 

and how he wanted me to take it.
To benefi t from this conversation, I had to believe that I was talking to 

the person I thought I was talking to, be cause I couldn’t see him. Ours was just 
a brief talk over the phone, so I had to listen to and trust his voice. Then I had 
to respond when he told me how to fi x my problem. Now, I could’ve lain in bed 
and meditated. I could have believed him without leaving my bed, thinking 
about how good it was that I had a doctor who understood my problem and 
provided me with a solution. But all that lying around and thinking about the 
good words that the good doctor shared with me wouldn’t make me better. It 
may have given me warm fuzzies, but  I’d still be sick as a dog.

I had things to do. I had to get up, get in my car, drive to Walgreens, and 
say to the pharmacist, “Do you have a prescription with my name on it?” Though 
there was a lot of medicine in that pharmacy, I needed the one thing waiting 
with my name on it. I needed something personally prescribed for me. The 
doctor had told me it was there, and because I believed his word, I acted on it.

Taking this illustration further, I could have just received the medicine, 
gazed at it, and made sure that it looked acceptable to me. But, I’d still feel mis-
erable. The doctor’s instructions were not for me just to drive to Walgreens 
and get emotionally fi xated on the look of the medicine. He told me to take 
it. By following his instructions, I allowed my faith in the doctor to match up 
with my works of obedience and began to feel much better.

A lot of us are spiritually sick, and every week we go to hear what 
the Great Physician has to say to us. But some of us just stop there and think 
about how good it was to hear from him. Some of us leave church feeling good 
about how great the prescription sounds, yet we remain sick as a spiritual 
dog because we don’t ingest the prescription by acting on it. Therefore, we’re 
not transformed.

Think about Abraham. God didn’t just tell him that he would give him a 
bountiful land. He gave him a prescription: “Go out from your land, your rela-
tives, and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make you 
into a great nation” (GEN 12:1-2). In order for Abraham to experience the good-
ness of what God wanted to give him, he needed to put his faith into action.

Abraham’s story serves as an example that each of us should learn 
from. Hebrews 11 provides a list of other biblical heroes whose journeys of 
faith also provide us with inspiration and instruction about how to receive 
the full promises of God. This “large cloud of witnesses” (HEB 12:1) should 
remind us of something vital to our Christian walk: faith works.

On the other hand, “faith without works is dead” (JAS 2:26). Faith in God 
can’t just be a good feeling about something you heard on Sunday morning. 
The Great Physician has prescribed a course of action for you, and in order 
for you to benefi t from the medicine, you’ll have to follow his instructions.
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GenesisGenesis
introduction

Author 

T HOUGH THE BOOK OF GENESIS is anonymous 
(no author is listed), ancient Jewish and Chris-
tian traditions held that Moses authored the 

fi rst fi ve books of the Bible—referred to as the Penta-
teuch (“fi ve vessels”) or the Torah (a Hebrew word for 
“law” or “instruction”). That Moses stood behind these 
fi ve books is a� ested to in both the Old and the New 
Testaments (see Neh 8:1; Mark 12:26). 

Assuming Mosaic authorship does not prevent us 
from accepting that others would have provided some 
editorial additions later—for example, the details of 
Moses’s death in Deuteronomy 34:5-12 and the men-
tion of the city “Dan” in Genesis 14:14, which would not 
have been named until the time of the judges (see Judg 
18:29). Thus, though many critical scholars today re-
ject Mosaic authorship, we have good reason to accept 
the biblical tradition that Moses wrote the Pentateuch. 
For Genesis in particular, Moses probably used wri� en 
sources and put them together to form this book. 

Historical Background
Genesis covers the lengthy period from the creation of 
the heavens and the earth (1:1) to the death of Joseph, 
the son of Jacob, in Egypt (50:26). It includes an account 
of the origin of humankind and another of the origin of 
the nation of Israel. The rest of the Bible is dependent 
on the history and theology of Genesis. It is founda-
tional for all that follows. Here we have the creation 
of the universe, man and woman made in the image 
of God, the mandate for humans to rule the earth, the 
fi rst marriage, Satan’s opposition to humanity, the fall 
of humanity into sin, God’s promise to defeat Satan 
through the seed of the woman, Noah and the fl ood, 
the tower of Babylon, God’s covenant with Abraham, 
the faith of Abraham, the sacrifi ce of Isaac, the intro-
duction to the twelve sons of Jacob (that is, Israel), the 
story of Joseph, and more.

Message and Purpose
Genesis is the book of beginnings. It is critical because 
it sets the stage for the rest of Scripture. The best way 
to understand Genesis is through its personalities, be-
ginning with the fi rst couple: Adam and Eve. God gave 
his dominion covenant to humankind, to rule on his 
behalf on earth as a refl ection of his dominion over 
all. This set the stage for the fall, when Adam and Eve 
sinned against God, bringing earth under the tempo-
rary control of Satan. But the episode recording the 
entrance of sin is also embedded with the prophecy of a 
Redeemer (3:15)—Jesus Christ—who will defeat Satan 
and restore God’s kingdom rule over all. 

In the meantime Genesis records the angelic confl ict 
now being waged on earth to such an extent that God  
destroyed the earth with a fl ood and began again with 
Noah to establish his kingdom rule—for Genesis intro-
duces us to a kingdom concept. The world a� er the fl ood 
also rebelled against God at Babylon, and God judged the 
people for trying to establish unity without him. 

Then God called one man, Abraham, through whom 
he would reestablish his kingdom regime. Beginning 
with chapter 12, Genesis traces the history of Abraham 
and his family as God lays the foundation of his king-
dom through the nation of Israel. 

Outline
i. From Adam to Abram (1:1–11:9)

a. Creation, Marriage, and the 
Fall into Sin (1:1–5:32)

b. The Flood (6:1–8:22)
c. A New Beginning—And a Dead End (9:1–11:9)

ii. Abraham (11:10–24:67)
a. Father Abraham and His Rocky 

Faith Journey (11:10–14:24)
b. From Abram to Abraham: A Cov-

enant Renewed (15:1–17:27)
c. Sodom and Lot (18:1–19:38)
d. Isaac: Birth, Sacrifi ce, and Quest 

for a Wife (20:1–24:67)
iii. Jacob (25:1–36:43)

a. Jacob the Deceiver and Esau 
the Impulsive (25:1–28:9)

b. A Holy God, a Beautiful Woman, and 
a Deceptive Uncle (28:10–29:29) 

c. Jacob Multiplies, Struggles with God, 
and Meets Esau Again (29:30–33:20)

d. The Defi lement of Dinah and the Re-
turn to Bethel (34:1–36:43)

iv. Joseph (37:1–50:26)
a. Joseph the Dreamer and Judah 

the Hypocrite (37:1–38:30)
b. From Rags to Riches in Egypt (39:1–41:57)
c. Family Reunion (42:1–47:31)
d. The Blessings of Jacob and the 

Promises of God (48:1–50:26)

video intro
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 Cain  and  his o� er ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous, 
 and  he  looked de spon dent. A

⁶  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Why 
 are  you fu ri ous? a  And  why  do  you  look 
de spon dent? B ⁷  If  you  do  what  is  right, 
 won’t  you  be ac cept ed?  But  if  you  do  not 
 do  what  is  right,  sin  is crouch ing  at  the 
 door.  Its de sire  is  for  you,  but  you  must 
 rule  over  it.” b

⁸  Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go 
 out  to  the  field.” C  And  while  they  were  in 
 the  field,  Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel 
 and  killed  him. c

⁹  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Where  is 
 your broth er  Abel? ”

“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my 
broth er’s guard ian? ”

¹⁰  Then  he  said, “ What  have  you  done? 
 Your broth er’s  blood  cries  out  to  me 
 from  the  ground! d ¹¹  So  now  you  are 
 cursed, alien at ed  from  the  ground  that 
 opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your broth-
er’s  blood  you  have  shed. D ¹²  If  you  work 
 the  ground,  it  will nev er  again  give  you 
 its  yield.  You  will  be  a rest less wan der er 
 on  the  earth.” e

¹³  But  Cain an swered  the  L ORD, “ My 
pun ish ment E  is  too  great  to  bear! ¹⁴  Since 
 you  are banishing  me to day  from  the 
 face  of  the  earth,  and  I  must  hide  from 
 your pres ence  and be come  a rest less 
wan der er  on  the  earth, who ev er  finds 
 me  will  kill  me.” f

¹⁵  Then  the  L ORD re plied  to  him, “ In  that 
 case, F who ev er  kills  Cain  will su� er ven-
geance sev en  times  over.” G  And  he  placed  a 
 mark g  on  Cain  so  that who ev er  found  him 
 would  not  kill  him. ¹⁶  Then  Cain  went  out 
 from  the  L ORD’ s pres ence  and  lived  in  the 
 land  of  Nod,  east  of  Eden.

the line of cain
¹⁷  Cain  was in ti mate  with  his  wife,  and  she 
con ceived  and  gave  birth  to  Enoch.  Then 
 Cain be came  the build er  of  a  city,  and  he 
 named  the  city  Enoch af ter  his  son. ¹⁸  Irad 
 was  born  to  Enoch,  Irad fa thered Me hu-
ja el, Me hu ja el fa thered Me thu sha el,  and 
Me thu sha el fa thered La mech. ¹⁹ La mech 

 took  two  wives  for him self,  one  named 
 Adah  and  the oth er  named Zil lah. ²⁰  Adah 
 bore Ja bal;  he  was  the fa ther  of  the no-
madic herds men. H ²¹  His broth er  was 
 named Ju bal;  he  was  the fa ther  of  all  who 
 play  the  lyre  and  the  flute. ²² Zil lah  bore 
Tubal-cain,  who  made  all  kinds  of  bronze 
 and  iron  tools. Tubal-cain’s sis ter  was Na-
a mah.

²³ La mech  said  to  his  wives:
  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  wives of Lamech, pay attention 

to my words.
  For I killed a man for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.
 ²⁴ If Cain is to be avenged 

seven times over,
  then for Lamech it will be 

seventy-seven times!

²⁵  Adam  was in ti mate  with  his  wife 
 again,  and  she  gave  birth  to  a  son  and 
 named  him  Seth,  for  she  said, “ God  has 
giv en I  me an oth er  child J  in  place  of  Abel, 
 since  Cain  killed  him.” ²⁶  A  son  was  born 
 to  Seth h  also,  and  he  named  him  Enosh.  At 
 that  time peo ple be gan  to  call  on  the  name 
 of  the  L ORD. i

the line of seth

5  This  is  the doc u ment con tain ing  the 
fam i ly K rec ords j  of  Adam. L  On  the  day 

 that  God cre at ed  man, M  he  made  him  in 
 the like ness  of  God; ²  he cre at ed  them 
 male  and fe male.  When  they  were cre-
at ed,  he  blessed  them  and  called  them 
man kind. N

³  Adam  was  130  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  a  son  in  his like ness, ac cord ing  to 
 his im age,  and  named  him  Seth. ⁴  Adam 
 lived  800  years af ter  he fa thered  Seth, 
 and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. ⁵  So  Adam’s  life last ed  930  years; 
 then  he  died.

⁶  Seth  was  105  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  Enosh. ⁷  Seth  lived  807  years af ter 
 he fa thered  Enosh,  and  he fa thered oth er 
 sons  and daugh ters. ⁸  So  Seth’s  life last ed 
 912  years;  then  he  died.

A 4:5 Lit and his face fell   B 4:6 Lit why has your face fallen   C 4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.”   D 4:11 Lit blood from your 
hand   E 4:13 Or sin   F 4:15 LXX, Syr, Vg read “Not so!”   G 4:15 Or suffer severely   H 4:20 Lit the dweller of tent and livestock   I 4:25 The Hb word 

for given sounds like the name “Seth.”   J 4:25 Lit seed   K 5:1 Lit wri�en family   L 5:1 Or mankind   M 5:1 Or Adam, human beings   N 5:2 Hb ‘adam

a 4:6 Jnh 4:4
b 4:7 Gn 3:16

c 4:8 Mt 23:35; Lk 11:51; 1Jn 
3:12-15; Jd 11

d 4:10 Nm 35:33; Dt 21:1-9; 
Heb 12:24; Rv 6:9-10

e 4:12 Dt 28:16-18; Is 26:21
f 4:14 Nm 35:26-27

g 4:15 Ex 9:4; Ezk 9:4,6; 
Rv 13:16-17

h 4:26 Lk 3:38
i Gn 12:8; 26:25; 1Kg 18:24; 
Ps 116:17; Jl 2:32; Zph 3:9; 

1Co 1:2
j 5:1 Gn 2:4

4:8-16 Rather than listening to God’s coun-
sel, Cain nursed his emotions until they 
manifested as murder (4:8). This time, 
instead of the ground merely becoming 
cursed as had happened following Adam’s 
rebellion, it [would] never again give [Cain] 
its yield (4:12).

4:17-24 Cain’s murderous ways infect his 
family line. By the time we get to his great-
great-great-grandson, we find a man brag-
ging about his own violence. I killed a man for 
wounding me, Lamech boasts (4:23). Notice 
too that Lamech is talking to his wives (4:23). 
God’s perfect design is only four chapters old, 

and already we find people reveling in blood-
shed and ignoring his design for marriage.
4:25–5:32 In place of Abel God granted Eve 
a son named Seth (4:25). In connection with 
Seth, people began to call on . . . the Lord 
(4:26). Hundreds of years later, Noah would 
come from Seth’s line (5:28-32).
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man and woman in the garden
⁴  These  are  the rec ords a  of  the heav ens  and 
 the  earth, con cern ing  their cre a tion.  At  the 
 time A  that  the  L ORD  God  made  the  earth  and 
 the heav ens, ⁵  no  shrub  of  the  field b  had  yet 
 grown  on  the  land, B  and  no  plant  of  the  field 
 had  yet sprout ed,  for  the  L ORD  God  had  not 
 made  it  rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was  no 
 man  to  work  the  ground. ⁶  But  mist  would 
 come  up  from  the  earth  and wa ter  all  the 
 ground. ⁷  Then  the  L ORD  God  formed  the 
 man  out  of  the  dust  from  the  ground c  and 
 breathed  the  breath  of  life  into  his nos trils, d 
 and  the  man be came  a liv ing be ing. e

⁸  The  L ORD  God plant ed  a gar den  in 
 Eden,  in  the  east, f  and  there  he  placed 
 the  man  he  had  formed. ⁹  The  L ORD  God 
 caused  to  grow  out  of  the  ground ev ery 
 tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance  and  good  for 
 food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in  the mid-
dle  of  the gar den, g  as  well  as  the  tree  of  the 
knowl edge  of  good  and  evil. h

¹⁰  A riv er  went C  out  from  Eden  to wa ter 
 the gar den.  From  there  it di vid ed  and be-
came  the  source  of  four riv ers. D ¹¹  The  name 
 of  the  first  is Pi shon,  which  flows  through 
 the en tire  land  of Hav i lah, E,i  where  there  is 
 gold. ¹²  Gold  from  that  land  is  pure; F bdel li-
um G  and  onyx H  are  also  there. ¹³  The  name 
 of  the sec ond riv er  is Gi hon,  which  flows 
 through  the en tire  land  of  Cush. ¹⁴  The 
 name  of  the  third riv er  is Ti gris, j  which 
 runs  east  of As syr ia.  And  the  fourth riv er 
 is  the Eu phra tes.k

¹⁵  The  L ORD  God  took  the  man  and  placed 
 him  in  the gar den  of  Eden  to  work  it  and 
 watch  over  it. ¹⁶  And  the  L ORD  God com-
mand ed  the  man, “ You  are  free  to  eat  from 
 any  tree  of  the gar den, l ¹⁷  but  you  must  not 
 eat  from  the  tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good 
 and  evil,  for  on  the  day  you  eat  from  it, 
 you  will cer tain ly  die.” m ¹⁸  Then  the  L ORD 
 God  said, “ It  is  not  good  for  the  man  to  be 
 alone.  I  will  make  a help er cor re spond ing n 
 to  him.” ¹⁹  The  L ORD  God  formed  out  of  the 

 ground ev ery  wild an i mal  and ev ery  bird 
 of  the  sky,  and  brought  each  to  the  man  to 
 see  what  he  would  call  it. o  And what ev er 
 the  man  called  a liv ing crea ture,  that  was 
 its  name. ²⁰  The  man  gave  names  to  all  the 
live stock,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  to ev-
ery  wild an i mal;  but  for  the  man I  no help-
er  was  found cor re spond ing  to  him. ²¹  So 
 the  L ORD  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  come 
 over  the  man, p  and  he  slept.  God  took  one 
 of  his  ribs  and  closed  the  flesh  at  that 
 place. ²²  Then  the  L ORD  God  made  the  rib 
 he  had tak en  from  the  man  into  a wom an 
 and  brought  her  to  the  man. q ²³  And  the 
 man  said:

 Questions & Answers 

q You have called The Kingdom Agenda 
your “magnum opus.” Why do you 

view this book and philosophy of life as so 
critical and central to your life’s work? 

a  The Kingdom Agenda is my life’s work 
because of its comprehensive nature. 

When I saw that the whole Bible is the 
summary of God’s kingdom program 

and plan—and saw how all the pieces fit 
together—it made the Bible come alive to 
me. I began to see that things people o�en 
view as irrelevant are actually terribly rele-
vant to our decision-making, our relation-
ships, and every aspect of our lives. When I 
saw how comprehensive this is and how it 
knits together all the questions that I had, 
it became a driving force for everything I 
did. It became clear to me that God had 

given me a worldview based on his Word 
that, if understood by God’s people, could 
be as transforming for their lives as it was 

for mine.

for the next q&a, see page 7.

A 2:4 Lit creation on the day   B 2:5 Or earth   C 2:10 Or goes   D 2:10 Lit became four heads   E 2:11 Or of the Havilah   F 2:12 Lit good    
G 2:12 A yellowish, transparent gum resin   H 2:12 Identity of this precious stone uncertain   I 2:20 Or for Adam

a 2:4 Gn 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 
11:10,27; 25:12,19; 36:1,9; 

37:2 
b 2:5 Gn 1:11-12

c 2:7 Gn 3:19,23; 18:27; Ps 
103:14; Ec 12:7; 1Co 15:47
d Gn 7:22; Jb 33:4; Is 2:22

e 1Co 15:45
f 2:8 Gn 13:10; Is 51:3; Ezk 

28:13; 31:8; Jl 2:3
g 2:9 Gn 3:22; Rv 2:7; 

22:2,14
h Pr 3:18

i 2:11 Gn 10:7,29; 25:18; 
1Sm 15:7

j 2:14 Dn 10:4
k Gn 15:18

l 2:16 Gn 3:1-2
m 2:17 Gn 3:5; Dt 30:15,19-

20; Rm 6:23; 1Tm 5:6; 
Jms 1:15

n 2:18 Pr 31:11-12; 1Co 11:9; 
1Tm 2:13

o 2:19 Ps 8:6
p 2:21 Gn 15:12

q 2:22 1Co 11:8,12

2:8-15 Adam was to work the garden and 
watch over it (2:15). He was also to guard and 
protect that which was under his responsi-
bility. Since the only threat in existence was 
Satan, this introduces the angelic conflict and 
the fact that man was created to demonstrate 
God’s greater glory to the angelic realm (see 
Ps 8:4-6; Eph 3:10; 6:10-12).
2:16-17 The Lord God commanded the man 
and expected him to obey (2:16). The com-
mandment was simple: you must not eat 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil (2:17). Biblical freedom is the responsi-
bility and opportunity to choose to maximize 

one's calling under God. God gave Adam a 
tremendous amount of freedom, allowing 
him to enjoy whatever God provided. But 
biblical freedom has healthy limits. When 
we misuse that freedom, the consequences 
are severe. Just as the rules in a football game 
help the players and fans enjoy the game, 
boundaries in our spiritual walk help us live 
the way God intended. Ignoring God’s bound-
aries always ends in death.
2:18 When God saw Adam by himself, he 
responded this way: It is not good for the 
man to be alone. So he promises to make a 
helper corresponding to him. A wife is there 

to be a man’s counterpart, equal to him and 
adding what he lacks. It would be the man’s 
responsibility to provide, protect, and pro-
claim God’s truth in the home. The woman is 
an essential contributor to the marriage—
not a secondary servant to her mate.
2:21-22 God lovingly addressed Adam’s need, 
creating a woman out of one of Adam’s ribs. 
God formed Adam; he fashioned Eve. God then 
brought her to the man (2:22). Just like Adam, 
then, Eve had a relationship with God before 
she had a relationship with her spouse.
2:23-25 Adam—ish in Hebrew—gives his wife 
his name. This one will be called “woman” 

4GENESIS 2
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1
S E E  A  Q R  CO D E  I N  T H E 

PA S S A G E  YO U  A R E  R E A D I N G

2
S C A N  T H E  Q R  CO D E  O N 

YO U R  P H O N E  O R  D E V I C E 
O R  S I M P LY  E N T E R  T H E  U R L 

D I R E C T LY  I N TO  A N Y  B R O W S E R 
( LO C AT E D  N E X T  TO  T H E  Q R 

CO D E  B OX )

3
E N J OY  T H E  V I D E O  O R  L I S T E N 

TO  T H E  S E R M O N S  B Y  D R . 
E VA N S  W H E N E V E R  YO U 

W O U L D  L I K E

 Cain  and  his o er ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous, 
 and  he  looked de spon dent.

⁶  Then  the  L   said  to  Cain, “ Why 
 are  you fu ri ous? a  And  why  do  you  look 
de spon dent?  ⁷  If  you  do  what  is  right, 
 won’t  you  be ac cept ed?  But  if  you  do  not 
 do  what  is  right,  sin  is crouch ing  at  the 
 door.  Its de sire  is  for  you,  but  you  must 
 rule  over  it.” b

⁸  Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go 
 out  to  the  field.”   And  while  they  were  in 
 the  field,  Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel 
 and  killed  him. c

⁹  Then  the  L   said  to  Cain, “ Where  is 
 your broth er  Abel? ”

“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my 
broth er’s guard ian? ”

¹⁰  Then  he  said, “ What  have  you  done? 
 Your broth er’s  blood  cries  out  to  me 
 from  the  ground! d ¹¹  So  now  you  are 
 cursed, alien at ed  from  the  ground  that 
 opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your broth-
er’s  blood  you  have  shed.  ¹²  If  you  work 
 the  ground,  it  will nev er  again  give  you 
 its  yield.  You  will  be  a rest less wan der er 
 on  the  earth.” e

¹³  But  Cain an swered  the  L , “ My 
pun ish ment   is  too  great  to  bear! ¹⁴  Since 
 you  are banishing  me to day  from  the 
 face  of  the  earth,  and  I  must  hide  from 
 your pres ence  and be come  a rest less 
wan der er  on  the  earth, who ev er  finds 
 me  will  kill  me.” f

¹⁵  Then  the  L  re plied  to  him, “ In  that 
 case,  who ev er  kills  Cain  will su er ven-
geance sev en  times  over.”   And  he  placed  a 
 mark g  on  Cain  so  that who ev er  found  him 
 would  not  kill  him. ¹⁶  Then  Cain  went  out 
 from  the  L ’ s pres ence  and  lived  in  the 
 land  of  Nod,  east  of  Eden.

 
¹⁷  Cain  was in ti mate  with  his  wife,  and  she 
con ceived  and  gave  birth  to  Enoch.  Then 
 Cain be came  the build er  of  a  city,  and  he 
 named  the  city  Enoch af ter  his  son. ¹⁸  Irad 
 was  born  to  Enoch,  Irad fa thered Me hu-
ja el, Me hu ja el fa thered Me thu sha el,  and 
Me thu sha el fa thered La mech. ¹⁹ La mech 

 took  two  wives  for him self,  one  named 
 Adah  and  the oth er  named Zil lah. ²⁰  Adah 
 bore Ja bal;  he  was  the fa ther  of  the no-
madic herds men.  ²¹  His broth er  was 
 named Ju bal;  he  was  the fa ther  of  all  who 
 play  the  lyre  and  the  flute. ²² Zil lah  bore 
Tubal-cain,  who  made  all  kinds  of  bronze 
 and  iron  tools. Tubal-cain’s sis ter  was Na-
a mah.

²³ La mech  said  to  his  wives:
  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  wives of Lamech, pay attention 

to my words.
  For I killed a man for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.
 ²⁴ If Cain is to be avenged 

seven times over,
  then for Lamech it will be 

seventy-seven times!

²⁵  Adam  was in ti mate  with  his  wife 
 again,  and  she  gave  birth  to  a  son  and 
 named  him  Seth,  for  she  said, “ God  has 
giv en   me an oth er  child   in  place  of  Abel, 
 since  Cain  killed  him.” ²⁶  A  son  was  born 
 to  Seth h  also,  and  he  named  him  Enosh.  At 
 that  time peo ple be gan  to  call  on  the  name 
 of  the  L . i

  

  This  is  the doc u ment con tain ing  the 
fam i ly  rec ords j  of  Adam.   On  the  day 

 that  God cre at ed  man,   he  made  him  in 
 the like ness  of  God; ²  he cre at ed  them 
 male  and fe male.  When  they  were cre-
at ed,  he  blessed  them  and  called  them 
man kind. 

³  Adam  was  130  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  a  son  in  his like ness, ac cord ing  to 
 his im age,  and  named  him  Seth. ⁴  Adam 
 lived  800  years af ter  he fa thered  Seth, 
 and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. ⁵  So  Adam’s  life last ed  930  years; 
 then  he  died.

⁶  Seth  was  105  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  Enosh. ⁷  Seth  lived  807  years af ter 
 he fa thered  Enosh,  and  he fa thered oth er 
 sons  and daugh ters. ⁸  So  Seth’s  life last ed 
 912  years;  then  he  died.

 Lit and his face fell     Lit why has your face fallen     Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.”     Lit blood from your 
hand     Or sin     LXX, Syr, Vg read “Not so!”     Or suffer severely     Lit the dweller of tent and livestock     The Hb word 

for given sounds like the name “Seth.”     Lit seed     Lit     Or mankind     Or Adam, human beings     Hb ‘adam

a 
b 

c 

d 

e 
f 

g 

h 
i 

j 

 Rather than listening to God’s coun-
sel, Cain nursed his emotions until they 
manifested as murder (4:8). This time, 
instead of the ground merely becoming 
cursed as had happened following Adam’s 
rebellion, it [would] never again give [Cain] 
its yield (4:12).

 Cain’s murderous ways infect his 
family line. By the time we get to his great-
great-great-grandson, we find a man brag-
ging about his own violence. I killed a man for 
wounding me, Lamech boasts (4:23). Notice 
too that Lamech is talking to his wives (4:23). 
God’s perfect design is only four chapters old, 

and already we find people reveling in blood-
shed and ignoring his design for marriage.

 In place of Abel God granted Eve 
a son named Seth (4:25). In connection with 
Seth, people began to call on . . . the  
(4:26). Hundreds of years later, Noah would 
come from Seth’s line (5:28-32).
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matthewmatthew
Introduction

Author 

A lthough the author didn’t identify him-
self by name in the text, the title of this Gospel 
includes the name “Matthew” in the earliest 

existing manuscripts. In addition, several early church 
fathers (including Papias, Irenaeus, and Origen) at-
tributed authorship to Matthew. Papias also said that 
Matthew originally wrote the Gospel in Hebrew (what 
we have today is in Greek).

Many critical scholars today deny that Matthew is 
the author. They claim that the Greek Matthew that we 
have does not look like it was translated from Hebrew. 
If Papias was wrong about that, they argue, he was 
probably wrong about who wrote it. But there are other 
scholars who think Matthew could be a Greek transla-
tion from Hebrew. Regardless, it wouldn’t necessarily 
mean Papias was wrong about authorship. The early 
church unanimously claimed that the apostle Matthew 
penned the Gospel that bears his name.

There is also internal evidence to support this—that 
is, evidence within the Gospel itself. Mark 2:14 and 
Luke 5:27 call the tax collector who became a disciple 
“Levi.” In Matthew 9:9-13, this man is named “Mat-
thew.” Also, in 10:3, the apostle Matthew is identified 
as a tax collector, and it may be that he had two names 
like Simon/Peter. 

Though we can’t be absolutely certain, it is best to 
trust the testimony of the early church and affirm that 
Matthew wrote this Gospel.

Historical Background
Most—though not all—scholars today think that 
Matthew used Mark’s Gospel as one of his sources 
when composing his own Gospel. If this is true, Mat-
thew must have been written after Mark. It is likely 
that Mark’s Gospel was written sometime in the AD 
50s (see Historical Background in the introduction to  
Mark’s Gospel). Matthew, then, could have been written 
any time beginning in the mid to late 50s. The church 
father Irenaeus, who wrote in the late second century, 
claimed that Matthew wrote his Gospel while Paul and 
Peter were preaching in Rome. This would have been 
in the early 60s.

Message and Purpose
Matthew was a tax collector, which means he was 
unpopular. He left everything to follow Jesus after he 
concluded that Jesus was the Messiah. Matthew was 
authorized to write the Gospel that bears his name, 

and its subject is very simple: it’s about the King and his 
kingdom. Matthew was introducing, especially to Jews, 
the message that God had sent his King, his Messiah, 
who would rule as his Regent on earth by offering the 
kingdom to his people. In this sense Matthew is the 
culmination of all the Old Testament’s anticipation of 
the Messiah who was to come. 

The apostle’s concern was giving convincing proof 
that Jesus was the messianic King whom the Jews were 
anticipating and whom the world needs so desperately. 
That’s why he began with Jesus’s genealogy to estab-
lish his lineage through David. Matthew also presented 
Jesus’s kingdom discourses, teaching, and miracles as 
proof of his messianic claim.

The book leads to a disquieting moment, the cru-
cifixion. If Jesus is the Messiah, how could he be put 
to death? Thankfully, the scene is followed by the 
resurrection and the announcement that the King is 
alive and coming back, and that his kingdom is in this 
world today. Jesus’s Great Commission at the end of 
Matthew’s Gospel (28:18-20) means that the book of 
Matthew is relevant for us as believers today.

Outline
I.	 Genealogy, Birth, and Childhood (1:1–2:23)

II.	 Baptism, Temptation, and the Start of  
Ministry (3:1–4:25) 

III.	 The Sermon on the Mount (5:1–7:29)
IV.	 Healings and Miracles (8:1–9:38)
V.	 Sending Out the Twelve (10:1-42)

VI.	 Confusion and Opposition (11:1–12:50)
VII.	 Parables about the Kingdom (13:1-58)
VIII.	 Spreading Ministry and Growing  

Opposition (14:1–17:27)
IX.	 Greatness, Restoration, and Forgiveness (18:1-35)
X.	 Ministry on the Way to Jerusalem (19:1–20:34)

XI.	 Ministry in Jerusalem (21:1–23:39)
XII.	 The Olivet Discourse (24:1–25:46) 
XIII.	 Suffering, Crucifixion, and Death (26:1–27:66) 
XIV.	 Resurrection and Great Commission (28:1-20) 

video intro
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the genealogy of jesus christ

1  An a ac count b  of  the ge ne al o gy  of  Jesus 
 Christ,  the  Son  of Da vid, c  the  Son  of 

Abra ham: d

from abraham to david
 ² Abraham fathered A Isaac,
  Isaac fathered Jacob,
  Jacob fathered Judah and his brothers, e
 ³ Judah fathered Perez and Zerah 

by Tamar,
  Perez fathered Hezron,
  Hezron fathered Aram, f
 ⁴ Aram fathered Amminadab,
  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
 ⁵ Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
  Obed fathered Jesse, g
 ⁶ and Jesse fathered King David.

from david to the babylonian 
exile
  David fathered Solomon B 

by Uriah’s wife, h
 ⁷ Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
  Abijah fathered Asa, C

 ⁸ Asa C fathered Jehoshaphat,
  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, D

  Joram fathered Uzziah, i
 ⁹ Uzziah fathered Jotham,
  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
 ¹⁰ Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
  Manasseh fathered Amon, E

  Amon fathered Josiah, j
 ¹¹ and Josiah fathered Jeconiah 

and his brothers
  at the time of the exile to Babylon. k

from the exile to  
the christ
 ¹² After the exile to Babylon
  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
 ¹³ Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
  Eliakim fathered Azor, l
 ¹⁴ Azor fathered Zadok,
  Zadok fathered Achim,
  Achim fathered Eliud,
 ¹⁵ Eliud fathered Eleazar,
  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
  Matthan fathered Jacob,
 ¹⁶ and Jacob fathered Joseph 

the husband of Mary,
  who gave birth to Jesus who is called 

the Christ. m

¹⁷  So  all  the gen er a tions  from Abra ham 
 to Da vid  were four teen gen er a tions;  and 
 from Da vid un til  the ex ile  to Bab ylon, 
four teen gen er a tions;  and  from  the ex ile 
 to Bab ylon un til  the  Christ, four teen gen-
er a tions. n

the nativity of the christ
¹⁸  The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  came  about  this 
 way: Af ter  his moth er  Mary  had  been en-
gaged F  to Jo seph,  it  was dis cov ered be fore 
 they  came to geth er  that  she  was preg nant 
 from  the  Holy Spir it. o ¹⁹  So  her hus band 
Jo seph, be ing  a righ teous  man, p  and  not 
want ing  to dis grace  her pub lic ly, de cid ed 
 to di vorce  her se cret ly. q

²⁰  But af ter  he  had con sid ered  these 
 things,  an an gel  of  the  Lord ap peared  to 
 him  in  a  dream, say ing, “Jo seph,  son  of Da-
vid,  don’t  be  afraid  to  take  Mary  as  your 
 wife, be cause  what  has  been con ceived  in 

A 1:2 In vv. 2-16 either a son, as here, or a later descendant, as in v. 8   B 1:6 Other mss add King   C 1:7,8 Other mss read Asaph   D 1:8 = Jehoram   
E 1:10 Other mss read Amos   F 1:18 Or betrothed

a 1:1-6 Ru 4:18-22; 2Sm 
7:12-16; 1Ch 2:1-15; Lk 

3:32-34
b 1:1 Mk 12:26; Lk 3:4; Ac 

1:20; Php 4:3; Rv 3:5
c Ps 89:3; Is 9:6; Lk 1:32,69

d Gn 22:18; Mt 9:7; Rm 
1:3; Gl 3:16

e 1:2 Gn 29:35; Ps 14:7; 
105:9; Mt 8:11; 22:32; 

Jms 2:21
f 1:3 Gn 38:29-30; 46:12; 

Lk 3:33
g 1:5 Ru 1:4; 2:1; Lk 3:32

h 1:6 1Sm 16:1; 17:12; 2Sm 
11:27; 12:24

i 1:7-8 1Kg 11:43; 14:31; 
15:8,24; 22:50; 2Kg 14:21

j 1:9-10 2Kg 15:5,38; 16:20; 
20:21; 21:18,24

k 1:11 2Kg 24:6,14; Is 5:13; Jr 
27:20; Ezk 1:1; Mt 1:17

l 1:12-13 Gn 10:10; 1Ch 
3:17; Lk 3:27,30

m 1:16 Mt 27:17,22; Lk 2:11; 
Jn 1:45; 4:25

n 1:17 2Kg 24:14; Jr 27:20; 
Dn 9:25-26; Mk 8:29; Ac 

2:31,36,38
o 1:18 Mt 12:46; Lk 1:27,35
p 1:19 Mt 13:17; Mk 10:12; 

Lk 2:36; 1Co 14:35; 2Co 
11:2; Gl 4:27

q Dt 22:20-24; 24:1-4; Mt 
2:7; Lk 16:18; Jn 8:4-5

1:1 Jesus had a legitimate legal claim to be the 
Messiah. He was the Son of David, heir to the 
throne (see 2 Sam 7:12-16; Isa 11:1-10).
1:3-5 The women mentioned in Jesus’s line 
were particularly questionable. Tamar (1:3) 
was a Canaanite who posed as a prostitute. 
Rahab (1:5) was a prostitute. Ruth (1:5) was 
from Moab, a non-Israelite nation that wor-
shiped idols. Moreover, the women were of 
Hamitic descent. Their mention here is a 
reminder that Jesus’s background is mixed 
racially, including both Jews and Gentiles and 
indicating that Jesus’s kingdom identity and 
rule extends to all people.

It blesses me to know that Jesus had black 
in his blood because this destroys any per-
ception of black inferiority. In Christ we find 
perfect man and sinless Savior. This knowl-
edge frees blacks from an inferiority com-

plex, and at the same time it frees whites 
from the superiority myth. In Christ, we all 
have our heritage. Black people and all oth-
ers can find historical, cultural, and racial 
identity in him.
1:11-17 The genealogy in 1:2-16 is that of 
Jesus’s adoptive father, Joseph. The inclusion 
of Jeconiah—also known as Jehoiachin and 
Coniah (see 1 Chr 3:16; 2 Chr 36:8-9; and Jer 
22:24)—signals a problem. Jeconiah would 
not have a biological descendant si©ing on 
David’s throne because of his own sins (Jer 
22:30). So, although Joseph had a legal right 
to the throne, because of Jeremiah’s proph-
ecy, it would never happen biologically. 
Thus, Ma©hew makes it clear that Joseph 
is not Jesus’s biological father but his adop-
tive father. Jesus’s genealogy through Mary 
(see Luke 3:23-38) reveals that Jesus is also 

related to David biologically through David’s 
son Nathan (Luke 3:31). Therefore, he can sit 
on the throne.
1:18-19 In biblical times, a marriage in the Ori-
ent included several stages. The engagement 
was a legal contract, as binding as marriage.
1:20 God has created laws (such as the law of 
gravity) that govern the universe. When he 
intervenes in the regular course of events, 
interrupts those laws, and demonstrates 
his power over creation, a miracle takes 
place. This would be the most unique birth 
in history because Mary had never been 
touched by a man. A virgin would mirac-
ulously give birth because of the activity 
of the Holy Spirit. The greatest miracle in 
human history occurred when God became 
man, combining full deity and full humanity 
in one person.
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 her  is  from  the  Holy Spir it. a ²¹  She  will  give 
 birth  to  a  son,  and  you  are  to  name  him 
 Jesus, b be cause  he  will  save  his peo ple  from 
 their  sins.” c

²²  Now  all  this  took  place  to ful fill  what 
 was spo ken  by  the  Lord  through  the proph et:
 ²³ See, the virgin will become pregnant
  and give birth to a son,
  and they will 

name him Immanuel, A

 which  is trans lat ed “ God  is  with  us.” d

²⁴  When Jo seph  woke  up,  he  did  as  the 
 Lord’s an gel  had com mand ed  him.  He 
mar ried  her e ²⁵  but  did  not  have sex u al 
re la tions  with  her un til  she  gave  birth  to 
 a  son. B  And  he  named  him  Jesus. f

wise men visit the king

2 Af ter  Jesus  was  born  in Beth le hem  of 
Ju dea  in  the  days  of  King Her od,  wise 

 men  from  the  east ar rived  in Je ru sa lem, g 
² say ing, “ Where  is  he  who  has  been  born 
 king  of  the  Jews? h  For  we  saw  his  star  at 
 its ris ing i  and  have  come  to wor ship  him.” C

³  When  King Her od  heard  this,  he  was 
deep ly dis turbed,  and  all Je ru sa lem  with 
 him. ⁴  So  he as sem bled  all  the  chief  priests 
 and  scribes j  of  the peo ple  and  asked  them 
 where  the  Christ  would  be  born.

⁵ “ In Beth le hem  of Ju dea,”  they  told  him, 
“be cause  this  is  what  was writ ten  by  the 
proph et:
 ⁶ And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah,
  are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah:
  Because out of you will come 

a ruler
  who will shepherd my people 

Israel.” D,k

⁷  Then Her od se cret ly sum moned  the 
 wise  men  and  asked  them  the ex act  time 
 the  star ap peared. ⁸  He  sent  them  to Beth-
le hem  and  said, “ Go  and  search care ful ly 
 for  the  child.  When  you  find  him, re port 
 back  to  me  so  that  I  too  can  go  and wor-
ship  him.” E,l

⁹ Af ter hear ing  the  king,  they  went  on 
 their  way.  And  there  it  was  —   the  star  they 
 had  seen  at  its ris ing.  It  led  them un til  it 
 came  and  stopped  above  the  place  where 
 the  child  was. ¹⁰  When  they  saw  the  star, 
 they  were over whelmed  with  joy. ¹¹ En-
ter ing  the  house,  they  saw  the  child  with 
 Mary  his moth er,  and fall ing  to  their 
 knees,  they wor shiped  him. F  Then  they 
 opened  their trea sures  and pre sent ed  him 
 with  gifts:  gold, frank in cense,  and  myrrh. m 
¹²  And be ing  warned n  in  a  dream  not  to  go 
 back  to Her od,  they re turned  to  their  own 
coun try  by an oth er  route.

the flight into egypt
¹³ Af ter  they  were  gone,  an an gel  of  the 
 Lord ap peared  to Jo seph  in  a  dream, say-
ing, “ Get  up!  Take  the  child  and  his moth-
er,  flee  to  Egypt,  and  stay  there un til  I  tell 
 you.  For Her od  is  about  to  search  for  the 
 child  to  kill  him.” o ¹⁴  So  he  got  up,  took  the 
 child  and  his moth er dur ing  the  night,  and 
es caped  to  Egypt. ¹⁵  He  stayed  there un til 
Her od’s  death,  so  that  what  was spo ken 
 by  the  Lord  through  the proph et  might  be 
ful filled:  Out  of  Egypt  I  called  my  Son. G,p

the massacre of the innocents
¹⁶  Then Her od,  when  he re al ized  that  he 
 had  been out wit ted  by  the  wise  men,  flew 
 into  a  rage.  He  gave or ders  to mas sa cre  all 
 the  boys  in  and  around Beth le hem  who 

A 1:23 Is 7:14   B 1:25 Other mss read to her firstborn son   C 2:2 Or to pay him homage   D 2:6 Mc 5:2   E 2:8 Or and pay him homage   F 2:11 Or they 
paid him homage   G 2:15 Hs 11:1

a 1:20 2Ch 1:1; Mt 13:49; 
27:19; Jn 6:20; Rm 1:3
b 1:21 Lk 1:31; 2:21; Jn 
10:25; 1Jn 2:12
c Lk 2:11; Jn 1:29; Ac 4:12; 
5:31; 13:23,38-39
d 1:22-23 Is 7:14; Mt 21:1-4; 
Lk 24:44; Rm 1:2-4
e 1:24 Mt 1:6; 13:49; Lk 1:1; 
19:32; Jd 5
f 1:25 Gn 4:1,17; Ex 13:2; 
Jdg 11:39; 1Sm 1:19; Lk 
2:7,21
g 2:1 Gn 25:6; 1Kg 4:30; Lk 
1:5; 2:4-7
h 2:2 Jr 23:5; 30:9; Zch 9:9; 
Mt 27:11; Lk 19:38; Jn 1:49
i Nm 24:17; Rv 22:16
j 2:4 Mt 16:21; 20:18; 21:15; 
27:41; Lk 9:22
k 2:6 2Sm 5:2; Mc 5:2; Jn 
7:42; 21:16

l 2:7-8 Mk 5:6; Lk 1:7; Ac 
13:6; Rv 1:16
m 2:11 Ps 72:10; Is 60:6; Mt 
1:18; 12:46; Mk 5:6
n 2:12 Mt 27:19; Lk 2:26; Ac 
10:22; Heb 8:5; 11:7
o 2:13 Mt 1:20; 13:49; Mk 
11:18; Jms 4:7
p 2:15 Ex 4:22; Nm 24:8; 
Hs 11:1

1:21 Jesus is a Greek name corresponding to 
the Hebrew name Joshua, which means “the 
Lord saves.” Thus, according to the angel, the 
child’s name was to indicate the reason he 
had come into the world.
1:23 Immanuel, Ma�hew tells us, means God 
is with us. Jesus Christ is incarnate deity. That 
is the essence of Christmas. All the problems 
in this world can be traced back to sin, and 
Jesus Christ entered the world to forgive us 
for our sins, give us victory over our sins, and 
give us an eternal home free from sin. That 
truth is what Christmas is all about. If you 
miss that, you’ve missed the point.
2:1-2 According to legend, there were three 
wise men—perhaps from Babylonia or Per-
sia. But while we know they brought three 
specific gi�s, we don’t know how many 
men there were. Moreover, the wise men 

weren’t present at the nativity. By the time 
they arrived, Joseph and Mary were living in 
a house (see 2:11). Jesus was a toddler when 
the wise men saw him.
2:3 Herod the Great wasn’t a Jew, but an Idu-
mean whom the Romans had made a ruler 
of the Jews.
2:4-6 Sadly, while these leaders clearly knew 
the Scriptures, they never pursued the Savior 
(see John 5:39-40). They didn’t act on what 
they studied.
2:8 Herod had ulterior motives. He wasn’t 
about to let anyone take away his kingdom.
2:11 These men had traveled an incredible 
distance for perhaps as long as two years 
to worship this King, but they knew he was 
worth the journey. How much are you willing 
to be inconvenienced to worship the King of 
kings? How badly do you want him?

2:12-13 Since they had faithfully sought the 
Savior, the wise men received inside informa-
tion (2:12). Joseph also—since he had obeyed 
the Lord’s word (1:24-25)—received further 
help regarding the next steps he should take 
(2:13). When you obey God’s revelation, you 
get further divine illumination.
2:14-15 In his prophecy, Hosea was talking 
about Israel, whom God called his "son" and 
delivered from "Egypt" (see Hos 11:1), but 
Ma�hew understood that Israel was a type 
of God’s Son who was yet to come. A type is 
a historical person, institution, or event that 
prefigures a future corresponding reality. 
Thus, as God called his son Israel out of Egypt, 
so he would call his true Son out (Ma� 2:15).
2:16-18 As Israel wept in Jeremiah’s day for 
their children in exile (see Jer 31:15-16), so 
they wept again in Ma�hew’s day for their 
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 were  two  years  old  and un der,  in keep ing 
 with  the  time  he  had  learned  from  the  wise 
 men. a ¹⁷  Then  what  was spo ken  through 
Jer e mi ah  the proph et  was ful filled:
 ¹⁸ A voice was heard in Ramah,
  weeping, A and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children;
  and she refused to be consoled,
  because they are no more. B,b

the return to nazareth
¹⁹ Af ter Her od  died,  an an gel  of  the  Lord 
ap peared  in  a  dream  to Jo seph  in  Egypt, c 
²⁰ say ing, “ Get  up,  take  the  child  and  his 
moth er,  and  go  to  the  land  of Is ra el, be-
cause  those  who in tend ed  to  kill  the  child 
 are  dead.” ²¹  So  he  got  up,  took  the  child 
 and  his moth er,  and en tered  the  land  of 
Is ra el. ²²  But  when  he  heard  that Ar che la us 
 was rul ing  over Ju dea  in  place  of  his fa-
ther Her od,  he  was  afraid  to  go  there.  And 
be ing  warned  in  a  dream,  he with drew  to 
 the re gion  of Gal i lee. d ²³  Then  he  went  and 
set tled  in  a  town  called Naz a reth  to ful fill 
 what  was spo ken  through  the proph ets, 
 that  he  would  be  called  a Naz a rene. e

the herald of the christ

3  In  those  days  John  the Bap tist  came, f 
preach ing  in  the wil der ness  of Ju dea g 

²  and say ing, “Re pent, be cause  the king-
dom  of heav en  has  come  near! ” h ³  For  he 
 is  the  one spo ken  of  through  the proph et 
Isa iah,  who  said:
  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
  Prepare the way for the Lord;
  make his paths straight! C,i

⁴  Now  John  had  a camel-hair gar ment 
 with  a leath er  belt  around  his  waist,  and 
 his  food  was lo custs  and  wild hon ey. ⁵  Then 
peo ple  from Je ru sa lem,  all Ju dea,  and  all 
 the vi cin i ty  of  the Jor dan  were go ing  out 
 to  him, ⁶  and  they  were bap tized  by  him 
 in  the Jor dan Riv er, con fess ing  their  sins. j

⁷  When  he  saw  many  of  the Phar i-
sees  and Sad du cees k com ing  to  his bap-
tism,  he  said  to  them, “ Brood  of vi pers! 
 Who  warned  you  to  flee  from  the com-
ing  wrath? l ⁸ There fore pro duce  fruit m 
consistent  with D re pen tance. ⁹  And  don’t 
pre sume  to  say  to your selves, ‘ We  have 
Abra ham  as  our fa ther.’ n  For  I  tell  you  that 
 God  is  able  to  raise  up chil dren  for Abra-
ham  from  these  stones. ¹⁰  The  ax  is al ready 
 at  the  root  of  the  trees. There fore, ev ery 
 tree  that  doesn’t pro duce  good  fruit  will  be 
 cut  down  and  thrown  into  the  fire. o

¹¹ “ I bap tize  you  with E wa ter  for re pen-
tance, p  but  the  one  who  is com ing af ter 
 me  is  more pow er ful  than  I.  I  am  not 
wor thy  to re move F  his san dals.  He him-
self  will bap tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir it 
 and  fire. q ¹²  His win now ing shov el  is  in  his 
 hand,  and  he  will  clear  his thresh ing  floor 
 and gath er  his  wheat  into  the  barn.  But 
 the  cha�  he  will  burn  with  fire  that nev er 
 goes  out.” r

the baptism of jesus
¹³  Then  Jesus  came  from Gal i lee  to  John  at 
 the Jor dan,  to  be bap tized  by  him. s ¹⁴  But 
 John  tried  to  stop  him, say ing, “ I  need  to  be 
bap tized  by  you,  and  yet  you  come  to  me? ”

¹⁵  Jesus an swered  him, “Al low  it  for  now, 
be cause  this  is  the  way  for  us  to ful fill  all 

A 2:18 Other mss read Ramah, lamentation, and weeping,   B 2:18 Jr 31:15   C 3:3 Is 40:3   D 3:8 Lit fruit worthy of   E 3:11 Or in   F 3:11 Or to carry

a 2:16 Is 59:7; Mk 10:34; Ac 
13:6; 25:3; Rv 12:4

b 2:18 Gn 35:19; Jdg 4:5; Jr 
31:15; Ac 8:2; 2Co 7:7

c 2:19 Mt 1:20; 13:49; Lk 
1:11; Jd 5

d 2:22 Mt 17:22; Lk 1:5; Ac 
27:29; Col 3:21; Heb 8:5

e 2:23 Mk 1:24; Lk 1:26; Jn 
1:45-46

f 3:1-12 Mk 1:3-8; Lk 3:2-17; 
Jn 1:6-8,19-28

g 3:1 Jos 15:61; Jdg 1:16
h 3:2 Dn 2:44; Mt 4:17; 
6:10; 10:7; Mk 1:15; Lk 

10:9; 11:20; 21:31
i 3:3 Is 40:3; Lk 1:17,76; 

Jn 1:23

j 3:5-6 Mt 23:37; Mk 1:5; 
Lk 3:3; Jn 15:22; Ac 19:18

k 3:7 Mt 16:1; 22:23; 23:15; 
Ac 4:1; 5:17; 23:6

l Mt 12:34; 23:33; Rm 5:9; 
1Th 1:10

m 3:8 Mt 3:10; 12:33; 
13:8,26; 21:19,34,41,43; 

Mk 11:14
n 3:9 Lk 3:8; Jn 8:33,39; Ac 

13:26; Rm 4:1
o 3:10 Mt 7:19; Lk 13:7,9; 

Jn 15:2,6
p 3:11 Mk 1:4,8; Jn 1:26; 

Ac 1:5
q Is 4:4; Jn 1:33; Ac 2:3-4; 

11:16; Ti 3:5
r 3:12 Is 30:24; Mt 13:30; 

Mk 9:43,48; Lk 3:17
s 3:13-17 Mk 1:9-11; Lk 

3:21-22; Jn 1:31-34

children who were persecuted in connection 
to Jesus.
2:23 That Jesus would be called a Nazarene is 
not found in the Old Testament. So likely Mat-
thew was thinking of statements like Isaiah 53:3: 
“He was despised and rejected by men” (see 
also Ps 22:6; Isa 49:7), because Nazareth was 
viewed as a despised community from which 
no good thing could come (see John 1:46).
3:1 The wilderness (then and now) is a bar-
ren place of preparation and development 
for what God is planning to do.
3:2 Repentance is essential for experiencing 
the presence and grace of God. It involves 
changing the mind in order to reverse direc-
tion. It is the inner resolve and determination 
to turn from sin and turn to God.
3:4 John’s austere lifestyle, odd wardrobe, and 
confrontational preaching were reminiscent 
of another of God’s messengers: Elijah (see, 
e.g., 2 Kgs 1:3-17).
3:6 By confessing their sins and being bap-
tized, the people were making a public decla-

ration that they had changed their minds and 
agreed with what God said about their sins.
3:7 Why did John accept other people but 
not this group? Because, although they 
were okay with listening to his message, 
they wanted their lives left alone. Like some 
people today, they didn’t mind attending 
a church service as long as it didn’t affect 
how they were running their own affairs. 
They wanted information, but not trans-
formation.
3:8 Genuine repentance is confirmed by 
actions. When I travel, I tell the airline agent, 
“I’m Tony Evans, and I have a reservation.” 
The agent then asks, “Can I see your proof of 
identification?” They don’t want mere com-
munication that I am who I claim to be; they 
want authentication. Therefore, they want 
to see something that verifies what I affirm. 
Similarly, shouting, “Hallelujah! Amen! Praise 
the Lord!” is fine but insufficient. Repentance 
shows up in your hands and feet, not just in 
your lips. Without the fruit, the visible proof 

of true heart repentance, judgment is com-
ing (3:10).
3:11 John’s declaration corresponds to the 
promise of the prophets (see Ezek 36:27; Joel 
2:28), the confirmation of Jesus (see John 
14:16-17; 15:26; Acts 1:4-5), and the fulfillment 
in the early church (see Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-45).
3:12 A farmer would winnow grain by tossing 
it in the air. The wind would blow away the 
chaff—the useless husks—while the wheat 
would fall to be gathered up.
3:13-15 Since John’s message was about 
repentance, he considered it inappropriate 
and inconceivable that he would baptize 
the Messiah, because Jesus had nothing to 
repent of. But in his substitutionary death 
on the cross, Jesus would bear the trans-
gressions of sinners and credit them with 
his perfect righteousness (see 2 Cor 5:21). 
As his ministry began, then, he intended 
to identify with sinful humanity on whose 
behalf he would perfectly fulfill all the 
demands of God’s law. This baptism would 
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righ teous ness.”  Then  John al lowed  him  to 
 be bap tized.

¹⁶  When  Jesus  was bap tized,  he  went  up 
im me di ate ly  from  the wa ter.  The heav ens a 
sud den ly  opened  for  him, A  and  he  saw  the 
Spir it  of  God de scend ing  like  a  dove  and 
com ing  down  on  him. b ¹⁷  And  a  voice  from 
heav en  said: “ This  is  my be loved  Son,  with 
 whom  I  am well-pleased.” c

the temptation of jesus

4  Then d  Jesus  was  led  up  by  the Spir it 
 into  the wil der ness  to  be tempt ed  by 

 the dev il. e ² Af ter  he  had fast ed for ty  days 
 and for ty  nights, f  he  was hun gry. ³  Then 
 the tempt er ap proached  him  and  said, “ If 
 you  are  the  Son  of  God,  tell  these  stones  to 
be come  bread.” g

⁴  He an swered, “ It  is writ ten:  Man  must 
 not  live  on  bread  alone  but  on ev ery 
 word  that  comes  from  the  mouth  of 
 God.” B,h

⁵  Then  the dev il  took  him  to  the  holy 
 city,  had  him  stand  on  the pinnacle  of  the 
tem ple, i ⁶  and  said  to  him, “ If  you  are  the 
 Son  of  God,  throw your self  down.  For  it  is 
writ ten:
  He will give his angels j orders 

concerning you,
  and they will support you 

with their hands
  so that you will not strike
  your foot against a stone.” C,k

⁷  Jesus  told  him, “ It  is  also writ ten:  Do 
 not  test  the  Lord  your  God.” D, l

⁸  Again,  the dev il  took  him  to  a  very 
 high moun tain  and  showed  him  all  the 
king doms  of  the  world  and  their splen-
dor. ⁹  And  he  said  to  him, “ I  will  give  you 
 all  these  things  if  you  will  fall  down  and 
wor ship  me.” E

 Questions & Answers 

q The reality of Satan’s counter-kingdom 
and his counter-agenda means that we 

as believers are engaged in a spiritual ba�le 
against Satan and his demons. What do we 
need to do to be successful in that ba�le? 

a  Paul makes it clear that “our struggle 
is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authori-
ties, against the cosmic powers of this 

darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in 
the heavens” (Eph 6:12). Christians are 
engaged in spiritual conflict that takes 

place in the spiritual realm. And spiritual 
ba�les demand spiritual weapons. Paul 
says in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 that our job 

is to use spiritual weapons to change the 
thinking that precedes actions. So we are 

seeking to change the mind. Our goal is to 
use God’s Word to shape our thoughts and 

the thoughts of others to bring them in 
alignment with God’s perspective. 

Spiritual alignment gives us authority for 
our activity in the spiritual realm. When 

Jesus was ba�ling Satan, the first thing he 
did was quote Scripture (see Ma� 4:4). He 
started with the Word of God because it 
carries weight. Satan is allergic to Scrip-
ture. One of the reasons why we lose so 

many spiritual ba�les is because we turn to 
Scripture last, not first. So using Scripture 
while implementing it through our actions 

gains us the authority for victory in the 
spiritual realm.

for the next q&a, see page 1104.

A 3:16 Other mss omit for him   B 4:4 Dt 8:3   C 4:6 Ps 91:11-12   D 4:7 Dt 6:16   E 4:9 Or and pay me homage

a 3:16 Mt 24:35; Lk 12:33; 
Ac 17:24; Eph 6:9; Rv 21:10
b Is 11:2; Jn 1:32; Ac 7:56; 
2Pt 1:17
c 3:17 Ps 2:7; Is 42:1; Lk 
9:35; Jn 12:28
d 4:1-11 Mk 1:12-13; Lk 
4:1-13
e 4:1 Jos 15:61; Jdg 1:16; Jn 
1:6-7; Jms 1:14
f 4:2 Ex 34:28; 1Kg 19:8; 
Jn 9:4
g 4:3 Mk 3:11; 5:7; Lk 1:35; 
4:41; Jn 1:34,49; Ac 9:20
h 4:4 Dt 8:3
i 4:5 Neh 11:1,18; Dn 9:24; 
Mt 27:53
j 4:6 Gn 16:7; Mt 13:49; Lk 
1:11; Ac 5:19; Rv 14:6
k Ps 91:11-12; 1Pt 2:8
l 4:7 Dt 6:16; 1Sm 7:3; 
1Ch 21:1

also identify Jesus with John and affirm his 
kingdom message.
3:16-17 Note that all three members of the 
Trinity appear here, working simultaneously. 
The Father and the Spirit publicly endorsed 
the Son for his kingdom mission.
4:1 Notice that the temptation of the Son was 
God’s idea: Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 
the wilderness. This tells us God was not on 
the defensive in this ma�er. He was on the 
offensive, demonstrating the superiority of 
his Son over Satan.

Why did God test his Son this way? The 
Bible describes Jesus as the “second man” or 
“last Adam” (1 Cor 15:45, 47). The first Adam 
was tested in the garden, gave in to Satan, 
and got the human race kicked into the wil-

derness. The last Adam went into the wilder-
ness to defeat Satan so that he can escort us 
back to the garden.
4:2 To fast is to give up a physical craving to 
fulfill a greater spiritual need. It prioritizes 
feeding the spirit with prayer and fellowship 
with God to over feeding the stomach.
4:3 Clearly the devil had been watching Jesus 
go without food. He knows what you’re up to, 
too, and directs his temptations accordingly.
4:4 If Jesus, the living Word, needed to use the 
wri�en Word (Deut 8:3 in this case) to deal 
with the enemy of the Word, how much more 
do you? He gave you the Bible so you could 
wield it like a sword (see Eph 6:17).
4:5-6 Challenging Jesus to jump to his death 
doesn’t sound like much of a temptation. But 

notice that he supported his appeal by quoting 
(4:6) God’s promise of angelic protection in 
Psalm 91:11-12. Jesus, then, had an opportu-
nity to demonstrate undeniably that he was 
the Messiah. The problem was that doing so 
ignored God’s plan. It would bypass the cross.

The devil knows the Bible, and he uses it. If 
he can’t convince you to act independently of 
God, he’ll work through your religion.
4:7 Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16: Do not 
test the Lord your God. In other words, he 
knew we are never to use disobedience to 
back God into a corner in order to force him 
to fulfill his plan.
4:8-9 Satan wants us to bow to him. He’ll 
make intriguing offers to get us to do so, but 
they’re never worth the price.
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¹⁰  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ Go  away, A Sa tan! 
 For  it  is writ ten: Wor ship  the  Lord  your 
 God,  and  serve  only  him.” B,a

¹¹  Then  the dev il  left  him,  and an gels 
 came  and be gan  to  serve  him. b

ministry in galilee
¹²  When  he  heard  that  John  had  been ar-
rest ed, c  he with drew  into Gal i lee. d ¹³  He 
 left Naz a reth  and  went  to  live  in Ca per-
na um e  by  the  sea,  in  the re gion  of Zeb-
u lun  and Naph ta li. ¹⁴  This  was  to ful fill 
 what  was spo ken  through  the proph et 
Isa iah:
 ¹⁵ Land of Zebulun and land 

of Naphtali,
  along the road by the sea, 

beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles.
 ¹⁶ The people who live  

in darkness
  have seen a great light,
  and for those living in the land 

of the shadow of death,
  a light has dawned. C,D,f

¹⁷  From  then  on  Jesus be gan  to  preach, “Re-
pent, be cause  the king dom  of heav en g  has 
 come  near.”

the first disciples
¹⁸  As h  he  was walk ing  along  the  Sea  of Gal-
i lee, i  he  saw  two broth ers, Si mon ( who  is 
 called Pe ter),  and  his broth er An drew. 
 They  were cast ing  a  net  into  the  sea  —  
 for  they  were fish er men. ¹⁹ “Fol low  me,” 
 he  told  them, “ and  I  will  make  you  fish  for E 
peo ple.” ²⁰ Im me di ate ly  they  left  their  nets 
 and fol lowed  him.

²¹ Go ing  on  from  there,  he  saw  two oth-
er broth ers,  James  the  son  of Zeb e dee, 
 and  his broth er  John.  They  were  in  a  boat 
 with Zeb e dee  their fa ther, pre par ing  their 
 nets,  and  he  called  them. ²² Im me di ate ly 
 they  left  the  boat  and  their fa ther  and fol-
lowed  him.

teaching, preaching,  
and healing
²³  Now  Jesus be gan  to  go  all  over Gal i lee, j 
teach ing  in  their syn a gogues, preach ing 
 the  good  news  of  the king dom,  and heal-
ing ev ery F dis ease  and sick ness G  among 
 the peo ple. k ²⁴  Then  the  news  about  him 
 spread through out Syr ia. l  So  they  brought 
 to  him  all  those  who  were a�licted,  those 
su� er ing  from var i ous dis eas es  and in-
tense  pains,  the demon-possessed,  the ep i-
lep tics,  and  the par a lyt ics. m  And  he  healed 
 them. ²⁵  Large  crowds fol lowed  him  from 
Gal i lee,  the De cap o lis, Je ru sa lem, Ju dea, 
 and be yond  the Jor dan. n

the sermon on the mount

5  When  he  saw  the  crowds,  he  went  up 
 on  the moun tain, o  and af ter  he  sat 

 down,  his dis ci ples  came  to  him. ²  Then H 
 he be gan  to  teach  them, say ing: p

the beatitudes
 ³ “Blessed are the poor in spirit, q
  for the kingdom of heaven r is theirs.
 ⁴ Blessed are those who mourn, s
  for they will be comforted.
 ⁵ Blessed are the humble, t
  for they will inherit the earth.

A 4:10 Other mss read “Get behind me   B 4:10 Dt 6:13   C 4:16 Lit dawned on them   D 4:15-16 Is 9:1-2   E 4:19 Or you fishers of   F 4:23 Or every kind of    
G 4:23 Or physical ailment   H 5:2 Lit Then opening his mouth

a 4:10 Dt 6:13; 1Ch 21:1
b 4:11 Mt 26:53; Lk 22:43; 

Heb 1:14
c 4:12 Mt 14:3; Mk 1:14; Lk 

3:20; Jn 3:24
d Lk 4:14; Jn 1:43; 2:11

e 4:13 Mk 1:21; 2:1; Lk 4:23; 
Jn 2:12; 4:46

f 4:15-16 Is 9:1-2; 42:7; 
Lk 2:32

g 4:17 Mt 3:2; 5:3,10,19-20; 
7:21; 8:11; Mk 1:14

h 4:18-22 Mk 1:16-20; Lk 
5:2-11; Jn 1:40-42

i 4:18 Mt 15:29; Mk 7:31; Lk 
5:1; Jn 6:1

j 4:23-25 Mk 1:35-39; Lk 
4:42-44

k 4:23 Mt 13:54; 24:14; 
Ac 10:38

l 4:24 Lk 2:2; Ac 15:23; 
Gl 1:21

m Mt 8:16; 9:32; Mk 5:15; 
Jn 10:21

n 4:25 Mk 3:7; 5:20; Lk 6:17
o 5:1 Mk 3:13; Lk 9:28; 

Jn 6:3,15
p 5:2 Ac 8:35; 10:34; 18:14

q 5:3 Is 57:15; 66:2
r Mt 19:14; 25:34; Mk 

10:14; Lk 6:20
s 5:4 Is 61:2; Mt 11:29; 21:5; 

Jn 16:20; Rv 7:17
t 5:5 Ps 37:11; Rm 4:13; 

Rv 21:7

4:10 If you’re a Christian, you have no obli-
gation to the devil, and you have Jesus’s 
delegated authority against Satan. “Resist 
the devil [with the Word and in obedience 
to God], and he will flee from you [as he fled 
from Christ]” (Jas 4:7).
4:11 When the fallen angel le�, faithful angels 
came and fulfilled their rightful role: serving 
Christ and giving him the worship he deserves.
4:17 Jesus preached in continuity with the king-
dom message of John: Repent, because the 
kingdom of heaven has come near (see 3:2).
4:19 There’s an important principle here. If 
you’re not fishing, you’re not following. If 
your Christian life does not involve evange-
lizing the lost, you’re not functioning like the 
disciple Jesus intends you to be. Not every 
believer is called to a full-time Christian 
vocation, but every believer is called to be a 
full-time Christian.
4:23 These actions are the hallmarks of Jesus’s 
ministry. Teaching involves clearly articulat-

ing the content of the message. Preaching 
includes calling for a response to what is 
taught. Healing consists of a visible demon-
stration of the power of the message.
5:1-2 Ma£hew 5–7, delivered on a mountain, 
is known as the Sermon on the Mount. It’s 
Jesus’s kingdom manifesto. The first few 
verses of it are known as the Beatitudes (5:3-
10); they set forth the character of kingdom 
men and women. We could call the Beat-
itudes antibiotics from God’s pharmacy 
that can aid life transformation. They are a 
reminder that Jesus is primarily concerned 
with what’s happening on your inside, which 
should be the basis of what you’re showing 
on the outside.
5:3 To be poor in spirit is to be conscious of 
one’s continual dependence on God. King-
dom people recognize their own inadequacy 
and insufficiency apart from him.

God’s kingdom refers to God’s rule. If you’re 
“poor in spirit,” you will get to see God’s heav-

enly rule in your earthly life. Only by being des-
perately dependent on God can you become 
what he created you to be.
5:4 Blessed are those who mourn refers to 
being saddened by the things that sadden 
God. God grieves over the sin and wretched-
ness of the world (see Gen 6:5-6). Sin and its 
consequences surround us, tempting us to 
become numb. Instead, we must pray that 
God would give us the emotions of his heart, 
so that we can experience the encouraging, 
strengthening comfort of God.
5:5 Some translations render the humble 
as “the meek.” It’s important to understand 
that meekness doesn’t mean weakness. Con-
sider, for example, the process of breaking 
a horse. The idea is not to break the horse 
of its strength or speed; rather, the goal is 
to break the horse of its self-will. As long as 
you remain independent and “wild,” you will 
never maximize God’s intention for you. To be 
meek is to learn to submit your will to God’s.
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 ⁶ Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, a

  for they will be fi lled.
 ⁷ Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy. b
 ⁸ Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God. c
 ⁹ Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called sons of God. d
 ¹⁰ Blessed are those who 

are persecuted because 
of righteousness,

  for the kingdom of heaven e is theirs.

¹¹ “ You  are  blessed  when  they in sult  you 
 and per se cute  you  and false ly  say ev ery 
 kind  of  evil  against  you be cause  of  me. 
¹²  Be  glad  and re joice, be cause  your re-
ward  is  great  in heav en.  For  that  is  how 

 they per se cut ed f  the proph ets  who  were 
be fore  you. g

believers are salt and light
¹³ “ You  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  But  if  the 
 salt  should  lose  its  taste,  how  can  it  be 
 made  salty? A  It’s  no lon ger  good  for any-
thing  but  to  be  thrown  out  and tram pled 
un der peo ple’s  feet. h

¹⁴ “ You  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city 
sit u at ed  on  a  hill can not  be hid den. i ¹⁵  No 
 one  lights  a  lamp j  and  puts  it un der  a bas-
ket,  but rath er  on  a lamp stand,  and  it  gives 
 light  for  all  who  are  in  the  house. k ¹⁶  In  the 
 same  way,  let  your  light  shine  be fore oth-
ers,  so  that  they  may  see  your  good  works 
 and  give glo ry  to  your Fa ther  in heav en. l

christ fulfills the law
¹⁷ “ Don’t  think  that  I  came  to abol ish  the 
 Law  or  the Proph ets.  I  did  not  come  to 
abol ish  but  to ful fi ll. m ¹⁸  For tru ly  I  tell 
 you, un til heav en  and  earth  pass  away, 

A 5:13 Or how can the earth be salted?

a 5:6 Is 55:1-2; Jn 4:14; 
6:48; 7:37
b 5:7 Pr 11:17; Mt 18:33; Lk 
6:36; 2Tm 1:16
c 5:8 Ps 24:4; Heb 12:14; 
1Jn 3:2; Rv 22:4
d 5:9 Mt 5:45; Lk 6:35; Rm 
8:14; Jms 3:18; 1Jn 3:1
e 5:10 Mt 19:14; 25:34; Mk 
10:14; Lk 6:20; 22:29

f 5:12 Mt 2:23; 2Tm 3:12
g Mt 23:37; Ac 7:52; 1Th 2:15
h 5:13 Mk 9:50; Lk 14:34
i 5:14 Pr 4:18; Jn 8:12; 
Php 2:15
j 5:15 Jn 5:35; Rv 21:23
k Mk 4:21; Lk 8:16; 11:33
l 5:16 Mt 9:8; Jn 15:8; 1Pt 2:12
m 5:17 Mt 7:12; Rm 3:31; 
10:4; 13:8; Gl 3:24

5:6 Far too many of God’s children are spiritu-
ally malnourished—not because they don’t 
eat, but because they eat the wrong things. 
Donuts taste good, but they have no nutri-
tional value. You can’t have a donut-level 
spiritual diet and then wonder why you don’t 
experience God’s blessings. To hunger for 
righteousness is to apply the righteous stan-
dard of God to your life. You need to be hungry 
for that which pleases God. If you train your 
appetite in this way you will be fi lled—you’ll 
be satisfi ed with divine contentment.
5:7 There’s a blessing for those who are mer-
ciful (that is, who exercise pity rather than 
just condemnation), because you can bank 
on the fact that a time is coming when you’ll 
need mercy.
5:8 Purity of heart involves being authentic 
before God, so come clean with him about 
the good, the bad, and the ugly, and you’ll see 
him operating powerfully in your life.
5:9 To be a peacemaker is to be a mediator 
and resolve confl icts between estranged 
parties. You make peace by identifying the 
truth, addressing the sin, and constructing a 
bridge between those who are at odds with 
one another. Peacemaking can be diffi  cult 
work. But, if we persevere in it, we will be 

called sons of God because we will resemble 
our Daddy. He sent the Son of God to be our 
Mediator, bridging the gap created by our sin 
and granting us peace with him.
5:10 To be persecuted because of righteous-
ness is to be mistreated because you display 
the kingdom characteristics described in 5:3-
9. Some people won’t like you for doing so. 
Persecution may take a variety of forms and 
come from a variety of sources (your family, 
an employer, the culture, the government). 
But in receiving it you’ll be in the company 
of a class of people (see Heb 11) of whom the 
world is not worthy (Heb 11:38).
5:11-12 Notice that the persecution that 
brings blessing is directly tied to Jesus. 
When they insult you and tell lies about you 
because of him, you are blessed (5:11). Since 
essentially the same thing happened to the 
Old Testament prophets, you’re in good com-
pany. But how can you rejoice in the midst 
of the mess? You can remember that your 
reward is great in heaven (5:12), because “the 
suff erings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is going to be 
revealed to us” (Rom 8:18).
5:13 Christians are to be salt in this decaying 
world. But if you become too mixed up with 

the world and allow its values to affect you, 
you will lose your uniqueness as a Chris-
tian and your ability to make a kingdom 
difference.
5:14 In Scripture, the world is pictured as a dark 
place that requires illumination (see John 1:4-
5; 3:19). Jesus is “the light of the world” (John 
8:12), so he expects his followers to be lights 
too. We are not to be secret agent saints.
5:15-16 Are you a light among your acquain-
tances? Are you a light at work and at the 
gym? Are you a light in your culture and in 
your community? To hide a light is contra-
dictory to its purpose. Let your light shine. 
You must shine so that people may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father 
in heaven (5:16). A good work is a righteous 
and biblically authorized action that is ben-
eficial to others and for which God gets the 
credit.
5:17 The Law or the Prophets is a way of 
referring to the Old Testament, which was 
intended to point to Christ. He, in fact, is 
the theme of the Old Testament Scriptures 
(see Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39-40). In order 
to provide us with righteousness, making us 
acceptable before God, he had to live a life of 
complete obedience to God’s law.

hope words hope words 
You will rarely see what 

God is willing to do in secret 
until he sees what you are 
willing to do in public.

application questions
read matthew 5:13-16
– What does it look like to “let your light shine 

before others”?
– When have you recently been tempted to put 

your lamp under a basket? What happened?
– Where do you see evidence of deterioration 

and decay in today’s society?
– In what ways does your church intentionally 

engage and infl uence your broader commu-
nity?

– What steps can you take to live more like salt 
and light in your everyday life?

Video
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 not  the small est let ter A  or  one  stroke  of 
 a let ter  will  pass  away  from  the  law un til 
 all  things  are ac com plished. ¹⁹ There fore, 
who ev er  breaks  one  of  the  least  of  these 
com mands  and teach es oth ers  to  do  the 
 same  will  be  called  least  in  the king dom 
 of heav en.  But who ev er  does  and teach es 
 these com mands  will  be  called  great  in  the 
king dom  of heav en. a ²⁰  For  I  tell  you, un-
less  your righ teous ness sur pass es  that  of 
 the  scribes  and Phar i sees,  you  will nev er 
 get  into  the king dom  of heav en.

murder begins in the heart
²¹ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our 
an ces tors,  Do  not mur der, B,b  and who ev-
er mur ders  will  be sub ject  to judg ment. c
²²  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who  is an gry 
 with  his broth er  or sis ter C  will  be sub ject 
 to judg ment. Who ev er in sults D  his broth-
er  or sis ter,  will  be sub ject  to  the  court. E

Who ev er  says, ‘ You  fool! ’  will  be sub ject 
 to hellfi re. F,d ²³  So  if  you  are o�  er ing  your 
 gift  on  the al tar,  and  there  you re mem ber 
 that  your broth er  or sis ter  has some thing 
 against  you, ²⁴  leave  your  gift  there  in  front 
 of  the al tar.  First  go  and  be rec on ciled  with 
 your broth er  or sis ter,  and  then  come  and 
o�  er  your  gift. ²⁵  Reach  a set tle ment quick-
ly  with  your ad ver sary  while  you’re  on  the 
 way  with  him  to  the  court,  or  your ad ver-
sary  will  hand  you  over  to  the  judge,  and 
 the  judge  to G  the o�  i cer,  and  you  will  be 
 thrown  into pris on. e ²⁶ Tru ly  I  tell  you,  you 
 will nev er  get  out  of  there un til  you  have 
 paid  the  last pen ny. H

adultery begins in the heart
²⁷ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Do  not 
com mit adul tery. I,f ²⁸  But  I  tell  you, ev ery-
one  who  looks  at  a wom an lust ful ly  has 
al ready com mit ted adul tery  with  her  in 
 his  heart. g ²⁹  If  your  right  eye caus es  you 
 to  sin, h  gouge  it  out  and  throw  it  away.  For 
 it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of  the  parts  of 
 your  body  than  for  your  whole  body  to  be 
 thrown  into  hell. i ³⁰  And  if  your  right  hand 
caus es  you  to  sin,  cut  it  o�   and  throw  it 
 away.  For  it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of 
 the  parts  of  your  body  than  for  your  whole 
 body  to  go  into  hell.

divorce practices censured
³¹ “ It  was  also  said, Who ev er di vorc es j  his 
 wife  must  give  her  a writ ten no tice  of 
di vorce. J,k ³²  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who 
di vorc es  his  wife, ex cept  in  a  case  of sex u al 
im mo ral i ty, caus es  her  to com mit adul tery. 
 And who ev er mar ries  a di vorced wom an 
com mits adul tery. l

tell the truth
³³ “ Again,  you  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to 
 our an ces tors,   You  must  not  break  your 
 oath,  but  you  must  keep  your  oaths  to 
 the  Lord. K,m ³⁴  But  I  tell  you,  don’t  take  an 
 oath  at  all: ei ther  by heav en, be cause  it  is 
 God’s  throne; ³⁵  or  by  the  earth, be cause  it 
 is  his foot stool;  or  by Je ru sa lem, be cause 
 it  is  the  city  of  the  great  King. n ³⁶  Do  not 
 swear  by  your  head, be cause  you can not 
 make  a sin gle  hair  white  or  black. ³⁷  But  let 
 your ‘ yes’  mean ‘ yes,’  and  your ‘ no’  mean 
‘ no.’ Any thing  more  than  this  is  from  the 
 evil  one. o

go the second mile
³⁸ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  An  eye 
 for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. L,p ³⁹  But 

A 5:18 Or not one iota ; iota is the smallest le� er of the Gk alphabet.   B 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17   C 5:22 Other mss add without a cause   
D 5:22 Lit Whoever says ‘Raca’ ; an Aramaic term of abuse that puts someone down, insulting one’s intelligence   E 5:22 Lit Sanhedrin   

F 5:22 Lit the gehenna of fi re   G 5:25 Other mss read judge will hand you over to   H 5:26 Lit quadrans, the smallest and least valuable Roman coin, 
worth 1/64 of a daily wage   I 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18   J 5:31 Dt 24:1   K 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; Dt 23:21   L 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21

a 5:18-19 Mt 11:11; 24:35; 
Lk 16:17; Jms 2:10

b 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17
c Mt 19:18; 23:31,35; Mk 

10:19; Lk 18:20; Rm 13:9; 
Jms 2:11

d 5:22 Mt 18:9; Mk 9:43; 
Jms 3:6; 1Jn 3:15

e 5:25 Pr 25:8; Lk 12:58

f 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18
g 5:28 2Sm 11:2; Jb 31:1; 

Pr 6:25
h 5:29 Mt 18:9; Mk 9:47

i Mt 10:28; 23:15,33; 
Lk 12:5

j 5:31 Jr 3:1; Mt 19:7; 
Mk 10:4
k Dt 24:1

l 5:32 Mt 19:9; Mk 10:11; Lk 
16:18; Rm 7:3; 1Co 7:11

m 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; 
Dt 23:21; Mt 23:16

n 5:34-35 Ps 48:2; Is 66:1; 
Mt 23:22; Ac 7:49; Jms 5:12

o 5:37 Mt 6:13; 13:19,38; Jn 
17:15; 2Th 3:3

p 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; 
Dt 19:21

5:20 Unless, as a disciple of Jesus, you are 
commi� ed to growing in righteousness, the 
heavenly kingdom will not be expressed in 
your earthly history. The scribes and Phar-
isees were concerned only with external 
righteousness.
5:21-22 God not only considers our actions 
but also our thoughts and words. He’s con-
cerned with the motives of the heart.
5:23-24 In order to have a healthy vertical 
relationship—intimacy and fellowship 
with God—you must maintain your hor-
izontal relationships with others. Make 
peace with your adversary inasmuch as it 
depends on you.

5:27-30 Sexual purity involves more than 
avoiding a physical act. It involves the heart, 
too. Pornography is a huge stumbling block 
to moral purity and a clear example of the 
kind of sin that Jesus warned against (5:28). 
Jesus calls not for physical mutilation (again, 
sin is a ma� er of the heart), but for a radical 
approach to avoiding sin.
5:32 The Jewish religious leaders had vary-
ing understandings of divorce. Some thought 
one could divorce for any reason. But mar-
riage vows are to be viewed as sacred and 
permanent.
5:33-37 Jesus didn’t deny the legitimacy of 
all oath-taking. We fi nd oaths in the Old 

Testament, such as when covenant relation-
ships were established. So Jesus was warning 
against careless, profane, and fl ippant uses of 
oaths in everyday speech. An oath shouldn’t 
be used to convince someone of the truthful-
ness of what you’re saying; that might only be 
a cover-up for deception.
5:38-42 The Old Testament principle of an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth (5:38; 
see Lev 24:20) was intended to keep justice 
fair and limited. Punishment was to be in 
proportion to the crime. But Jesus wanted 
his followers to develop a spirit of servant-
hood that would extend beyond what’s 
required and even apply to those who mis-

application questions
read matthew 5:23-24
– How do these verses contribute to your 

understanding of reconciliation?
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 I  tell  you,  don’t re sist A  an evil do er.  On  the 
con trary,  if any one  slaps  you  on  your  right 
 cheek,  turn  the oth er  to  him  also. a ⁴⁰  As  for 
 the  one  who  wants  to  sue  you  and  take 
 away  your shirt,  let  him  have  your  coat  as 
 well. ⁴¹  And  if any one forc es  you  to  go  one 
 mile,  go  with  him  two. ⁴²  Give  to  the  one 

 who  asks  you,  and  don’t  turn  away  from 
 the  one  who  wants  to bor row  from  you. b

love your enemies
⁴³ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Love 
 your neigh bor B,c  and  hate  your en e my. 
⁴⁴  But  I  tell  you,  love  your en e mies C  and 
 pray  for  those  who D per se cute  you, d ⁴⁵  so 
 that  you  may  be E chil dren  of  your Fa ther  in 
heav en.  For  he caus es  his  sun  to  rise  on  the 
 evil  and  the  good,  and  sends  rain  on  the 
righ teous  and  the un righ teous. e ⁴⁶  For  if 
 you  love  those  who  love  you,  what re ward 
 will  you  have?  Don’t  even  the  tax col lec tors 
 do  the  same? ⁴⁷  And  if  you  greet  only  your 
broth ers  and sis ters,  what  are  you do ing 
 out  of  the or di nary? F,f  Don’t  even  the Gen-
tiles G  do  the  same? ⁴⁸  Be per fect, g there fore, 
 as  your heav en ly Fa ther  is per fect.

how to give

6 “ Be care ful  not  to prac tice  your righ-
teous ness H  in  front  of oth ers  to  be 

 seen  by  them. Oth er wise,  you  have  no 
re ward  with  your Fa ther  in heav en. ²  So 
when ev er  you  give  to  the  poor,  don’t  sound 
 a trum pet be fore  you,  as  the hyp o crites  do 
 in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the  streets,  to  be 
applauded  by peo ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they 
 have  their re ward. h ³  But  when  you  give 
 to  the  poor,  don’t  let  your  left  hand  know 
 what  your  right  hand  is do ing, ⁴  so  that 
 your giv ing  may  be  in se cret.  And  your Fa-
ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward  you. I,i

how to pray
⁵ “When ev er  you  pray,  you  must  not  be  like 
 the hyp o crites, be cause  they  love  to  pray 
stand ing  in  the syn a gogues  and  on  the 
 street cor ners  to  be  seen  by peo ple. Tru-
ly  I  tell  you,  they  have  their re ward. j ⁶  But 
 when  you  pray,  go  into  your pri vate  room, 
 shut  your  door,  and  pray  to  your Fa ther 
 who  is  in se cret.  And  your Fa ther  who  sees 
 in se cret  will re ward  you. J,k ⁷  When  you 
 pray,  don’t bab ble  like  the Gen tiles,  since 

A 5:39 Or don’t set yourself against, or don’t retaliate against   B 5:43 Lv 19:18   C 5:44 Other mss add bless those who curse you, do good to those 
who hate you,   D 5:44 Other mss add mistreat you and   E 5:45 Or may become, or may show yourselves to be   F 5:47 Or doing that is superior ; 
lit doing more   G 5:47 Other mss read tax collectors   H 6:1 Other mss read charitable giving   I 6:4 Other mss read will himself reward you openly   
J 6:6 Other mss add openly

a 5:39 Lk 6:29-30; Rm 
12:17; 1Co 6:7; 1Pt 3:9

b 5:42 Dt 15:8; Lk 6:34
c 5:43 Lv 19:18; Dt 23:6; 
Lk 10:29
d 5:44 Lk 6:27; 23:34; Ac 
7:60; Rm 12:20; 1Co 4:12; 
1Pt 2:23
e 5:45 Jb 25:3; Mt 5:9; Lk 
6:35; Ac 14:17
f 5:47 Mt 5:37; Mk 6:51; Jn 
10:10; Rm 3:1; 2Co 9:1
g 5:48 Gn 17:1; Lv 19:2; 
Php 3:15; Col 4:12; Jms 1:4; 
1Pt 1:15
h 6:1-2 Mt 23:5; Lk 6:24
i 6:4 Jr 17:10; Lk 14:14; Col 
3:23-24; Heb 4:13
j 6:5 Mt 6:16; Mk 11:25; Lk 
6:24; 18:11
k 6:6 2Kg 4:33; Is 26:20; 
Mt 6:18

treat them. As Paul says, it means not repay-
ing “evil for evil . . . but conquer[ing] evil with 
good” (Rom 12:17, 21).
5:43-45 To love your enemies (5:44) is to 
reflect the character of your Father in heaven 
(5:45). There are certain blessings that he 
gives to all people. He causes his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good (5:45). You don’t 
have to be a Christian to feel the sunshine 
and to breathe oxygen.

5:48 To be perfect as God is perfect does not 
mean to be sinless; rather, it means to love 
others—in the power of the Holy Spirit—by 
seeking their best interests as a reflection 
of God’s character. Loving your neighbor 
doesn’t require having warm and fuzzy feel-
ings for him; it means seeking his well-being.
6:2-6 In old western movies, they would 
create a town that appeared to be full of 
buildings, but each structure was a façade. 

A building might look like a saloon from the 
front, but there was nothing on the other 
side of its door. Similarly, hypocrites (6:2) 
are play actors, giving an external appear-
ance of spirituality without an accompanying 
internal reality.

If, like a hypocrite, you give for the applause 
of people, that’s all the reward you’re going 
to get. But give and pray in secret, and your 
Father will reward you (6:3-6).

 kingdom living 
family

God, Our Heavenly Father
Statistics tell us that more than half the cou-
ples that get married today will also get di-
vorced. For the African American community, 
figures are even more sobering. More than 
seventy percent of our children will grow up 
in broken homes, usually without a father.

God created us to be a part of a family. We 
are his children—members of his family—and 
our home is not broken. You and I are loved 
unconditionally. God’s love for us is eternal. It 
does not change and will not fade. Regardless 
of whether you’re married, single, divorced, or 
widowed, God is your heavenly Father, and he 
has promised never to leave you. This truth 
should add a tremendous amount of security 
to your life, especially when you live devoted 
to him and not to yourself.

Tragically, when couples put their own in-
terests ahead of their vows to God and their 
love for one another, something is bound to 
give. And when marriages fall apart, deep feel-
ings of resentment and sorrow flourish. When 
people don’t feel loved, their hearts can be 
filled with sadness that o¯en leads to anger 
and hurtful behaviors. How can you help? It 
all begins with unconditional love—God’s 
love poured into you and poured out to those 
around you. 

for the next family  
kingdom living lesson see page 1400.
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 not  the small est let ter A  or  one  stroke  of 
 a let ter  will  pass  away  from  the  law un til 
 all  things  are ac com plished. ¹⁹ There fore, 
who ev er  breaks  one  of  the  least  of  these 
com mands  and teach es oth ers  to  do  the 
 same  will  be  called  least  in  the king dom 
 of heav en.  But who ev er  does  and teach es 
 these com mands  will  be  called  great  in  the 
king dom  of heav en. a ²⁰  For  I  tell  you, un-
less  your righ teous ness sur pass es  that  of 
 the  scribes  and Phar i sees,  you  will nev er 
 get  into  the king dom  of heav en.

murder begins in the heart
²¹ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to  our 
an ces tors,  Do  not mur der, B,b  and who ev-
er mur ders  will  be sub ject  to judg ment. c
²²  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who  is an gry 
 with  his broth er  or sis ter C  will  be sub ject 
 to judg ment. Who ev er in sults D  his broth-
er  or sis ter,  will  be sub ject  to  the  court. E

Who ev er  says, ‘ You  fool! ’  will  be sub ject 
 to hellfi re. F,d ²³  So  if  you  are o�  er ing  your 
 gift  on  the al tar,  and  there  you re mem ber 
 that  your broth er  or sis ter  has some thing 
 against  you, ²⁴  leave  your  gift  there  in  front 
 of  the al tar.  First  go  and  be rec on ciled  with 
 your broth er  or sis ter,  and  then  come  and 
o�  er  your  gift. ²⁵  Reach  a set tle ment quick-
ly  with  your ad ver sary  while  you’re  on  the 
 way  with  him  to  the  court,  or  your ad ver-
sary  will  hand  you  over  to  the  judge,  and 
 the  judge  to G  the o�  i cer,  and  you  will  be 
 thrown  into pris on. e ²⁶ Tru ly  I  tell  you,  you 
 will nev er  get  out  of  there un til  you  have 
 paid  the  last pen ny. H

adultery begins in the heart
²⁷ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  Do  not 
com mit adul tery. I,f ²⁸  But  I  tell  you, ev ery-
one  who  looks  at  a wom an lust ful ly  has 
al ready com mit ted adul tery  with  her  in 
 his  heart. g ²⁹  If  your  right  eye caus es  you 
 to  sin, h  gouge  it  out  and  throw  it  away.  For 
 it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of  the  parts  of 
 your  body  than  for  your  whole  body  to  be 
 thrown  into  hell. i ³⁰  And  if  your  right  hand 
caus es  you  to  sin,  cut  it  o�   and  throw  it 
 away.  For  it  is bet ter  that  you  lose  one  of 
 the  parts  of  your  body  than  for  your  whole 
 body  to  go  into  hell.

divorce practices censured
³¹ “ It  was  also  said, Who ev er di vorc es j  his 
 wife  must  give  her  a writ ten no tice  of 
di vorce. J,k ³²  But  I  tell  you, ev ery one  who 
di vorc es  his  wife, ex cept  in  a  case  of sex u al 
im mo ral i ty, caus es  her  to com mit adul tery. 
 And who ev er mar ries  a di vorced wom an 
com mits adul tery. l

tell the truth
³³ “ Again,  you  have  heard  that  it  was  said  to 
 our an ces tors,   You  must  not  break  your 
 oath,  but  you  must  keep  your  oaths  to 
 the  Lord. K,m ³⁴  But  I  tell  you,  don’t  take  an 
 oath  at  all: ei ther  by heav en, be cause  it  is 
 God’s  throne; ³⁵  or  by  the  earth, be cause  it 
 is  his foot stool;  or  by Je ru sa lem, be cause 
 it  is  the  city  of  the  great  King. n ³⁶  Do  not 
 swear  by  your  head, be cause  you can not 
 make  a sin gle  hair  white  or  black. ³⁷  But  let 
 your ‘ yes’  mean ‘ yes,’  and  your ‘ no’  mean 
‘ no.’ Any thing  more  than  this  is  from  the 
 evil  one. o

go the second mile
³⁸ “ You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  An  eye 
 for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. L,p ³⁹  But 

A 5:18 Or not one iota ; iota is the smallest le� er of the Gk alphabet.   B 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17   C 5:22 Other mss add without a cause   
D 5:22 Lit Whoever says ‘Raca’ ; an Aramaic term of abuse that puts someone down, insulting one’s intelligence   E 5:22 Lit Sanhedrin   

F 5:22 Lit the gehenna of fi re   G 5:25 Other mss read judge will hand you over to   H 5:26 Lit quadrans, the smallest and least valuable Roman coin, 
worth 1/64 of a daily wage   I 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18   J 5:31 Dt 24:1   K 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; Dt 23:21   L 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; Dt 19:21

a 5:18-19 Mt 11:11; 24:35; 
Lk 16:17; Jms 2:10

b 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17
c Mt 19:18; 23:31,35; Mk 

10:19; Lk 18:20; Rm 13:9; 
Jms 2:11

d 5:22 Mt 18:9; Mk 9:43; 
Jms 3:6; 1Jn 3:15

e 5:25 Pr 25:8; Lk 12:58

f 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18
g 5:28 2Sm 11:2; Jb 31:1; 

Pr 6:25
h 5:29 Mt 18:9; Mk 9:47

i Mt 10:28; 23:15,33; 
Lk 12:5

j 5:31 Jr 3:1; Mt 19:7; 
Mk 10:4
k Dt 24:1

l 5:32 Mt 19:9; Mk 10:11; Lk 
16:18; Rm 7:3; 1Co 7:11

m 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; 
Dt 23:21; Mt 23:16

n 5:34-35 Ps 48:2; Is 66:1; 
Mt 23:22; Ac 7:49; Jms 5:12

o 5:37 Mt 6:13; 13:19,38; Jn 
17:15; 2Th 3:3

p 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; 
Dt 19:21

5:20 Unless, as a disciple of Jesus, you are 
commi� ed to growing in righteousness, the 
heavenly kingdom will not be expressed in 
your earthly history. The scribes and Phar-
isees were concerned only with external 
righteousness.
5:21-22 God not only considers our actions 
but also our thoughts and words. He’s con-
cerned with the motives of the heart.
5:23-24 In order to have a healthy vertical 
relationship—intimacy and fellowship 
with God—you must maintain your hor-
izontal relationships with others. Make 
peace with your adversary inasmuch as it 
depends on you.

5:27-30 Sexual purity involves more than 
avoiding a physical act. It involves the heart, 
too. Pornography is a huge stumbling block 
to moral purity and a clear example of the 
kind of sin that Jesus warned against (5:28). 
Jesus calls not for physical mutilation (again, 
sin is a ma� er of the heart), but for a radical 
approach to avoiding sin.
5:32 The Jewish religious leaders had vary-
ing understandings of divorce. Some thought 
one could divorce for any reason. But mar-
riage vows are to be viewed as sacred and 
permanent.
5:33-37 Jesus didn’t deny the legitimacy of 
all oath-taking. We fi nd oaths in the Old 

Testament, such as when covenant relation-
ships were established. So Jesus was warning 
against careless, profane, and fl ippant uses of 
oaths in everyday speech. An oath shouldn’t 
be used to convince someone of the truthful-
ness of what you’re saying; that might only be 
a cover-up for deception.
5:38-42 The Old Testament principle of an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth (5:38; 
see Lev 24:20) was intended to keep justice 
fair and limited. Punishment was to be in 
proportion to the crime. But Jesus wanted 
his followers to develop a spirit of servant-
hood that would extend beyond what’s 
required and even apply to those who mis-

application questions
read matthew 5:23-24
– How do these verses contribute to your 

understanding of reconciliation?
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 they imag ine they’ll  be  heard  for  their 
 many  words. a ⁸  Don’t  be  like  them, be cause 
 your Fa ther  knows  the  things  you  need be-
fore  you  ask  him. b

the lord’s prayer
⁹ “There fore,  you  should  pray  like  this: c
  Our Father in heaven,
  your name be honored as holy. d
 ¹⁰ Your kingdom come.
  Your will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven. e
 ¹¹ Give us today our daily bread. A

 ¹² And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors. f
 ¹³ And do not bring us into B temptation, g
  but deliver us from the evil one. C,h

¹⁴ “ For  if  you for give oth ers  their o�  enses, 
 your heav en ly Fa ther  will for give  you  as 
 well. i ¹⁵  But  if  you  don’t for give oth ers, D  your 
Fa ther  will  not for give  your o�  enses.

how to fast
¹⁶ “When ev er  you  fast,  don’t  be  gloomy  like 
 the hyp o crites.  For  they  make  their fac es 
unattractive E,j  so  that  their fast ing  is ob-
vi ous  to peo ple. Tru ly  I  tell  you,  they  have 
 their re ward. ¹⁷  But  when  you  fast,  put  oil 
 on  your  head  and  wash  your  face, k ¹⁸  so  that 

 your fast ing  isn’t ob vi ous  to oth ers  but  to 
 your Fa ther  who  is  in se cret.  And  your Fa-
ther  who  sees  in se cret  will re ward  you. F

god and possessions
¹⁹ “ Don’t  store  up  for your selves trea sures G

 on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust de stroy 
 and  where  thieves  break  in  and  steal. l
²⁰  But  store  up  for your selves trea sures 
 in heav en, m  where nei ther  moth  nor  rust 
de stroys,  and  where  thieves  don’t  break 
 in  and  steal. ²¹  For  where  your trea sure  is, 
 there  your  heart  will  be  also.

²² “ The  eye  is  the  lamp  of  the  body.  If 
 your  eye  is  healthy,  your  whole  body  will 
 be  full  of  light. ²³  But  if  your  eye  is  bad, 
 your  whole  body  will  be  full  of dark ness. 
 So  if  the  light with in  you  is dark ness,  how 
 deep  is  that dark ness! n

²⁴ “ No  one  can  serve  two mas ters,  since 
ei ther  he  will  hate  one  and  love  the oth er, 
 or  he  will  be de vot ed  to  one  and de spise 
 the oth er.  You can not  serve  both  God  and 
mon ey. o

the cure for anxiety
²⁵ “There fore  I  tell  you: p  Don’t wor ry  about 
 your  life,  what  you  will  eat  or  what  you  will 
 drink;  or  about  your  body,  what  you  will 

A 6:11 Or our necessary bread, or our bread for tomorrow   B 6:13 Or do not cause us to come into   C 6:13 Or from evil ; some later mss add For yours 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.   D 6:15 Other mss add their wrongdoing   E 6:16 Or unrecognizable, or disfi gured   

F 6:18 Other mss add openly   G 6:19 Or valuables

a 6:7 1Kg 18:26; Ec 5:2
b 6:8 Mt 9:12; Mk 2:17; Lk 
5:31; 9:11; 10:42; Ac 2:45

c 6:9-13 Lk 11:1-13
d 6:9 Lk 11:2; 1Co 7:14

e 6:10 Ps 103:20; Mt 3:2; 
4:17; 26:42; Lk 22:42; 

Ac 21:14
f 6:11-12 Pr 30:8; Rm 4:4; 

Gl 5:3
g 6:13 Mt 26:41; 1Co 10:13; 

2Pt 2:9
h Mt 5:37; Jn 17:15; 2Th 3:3; 

2Tm 4:18
i 6:14 Mk 11:25; Eph 4:32; 

Col 3:13
j 6:15-16 Is 58:5; Mt 18:35; 

Jms 2:13
k 6:17 Ru 3:3; 2Sm 12:20; 

Dn 10:3

l 6:19 Pr 23:4; Heb 13:5
m 6:20 Mt 19:21; Lk 12:33; 

18:22; 1Tm 6:19
n 6:23 Mt 4:16; 8:12; 22:13; 

25:30; 27:45
o 6:24 Lk 16:13; Gl 1:10; 

Jms 4:4
p 6:25-33 Lk 12:22-31

6:9 Some people have had bad fathers and 
say they can’t relate to God as Father, but we 
are not to measure our heavenly Father by the 
standard of our earthly ones. Rather, we are 
to measure our earthly fathers by the stan-
dard of our Father in heaven—who is perfect. 
He is the ultimate defi nition of what a father 
is. Notice also that he is our Father (so you’re 
not the only kid in the family). To honor God 
as holy is to treat him as unique—in a class by 
himself. He is the Creator of all and the only 
one deserving of worship.
6:10 Jesus calls his disciples to make a pledge 
of allegiance to the kingdom of God—to 
God’s rule over his creation. When Olympic 
athletes are awarded gold medals, they don’t 
get to choose the song they hear at the award 
ceremony. The song played is the national 
anthem of their country. Similarly, you are 
called to march to God’s tune.

God’s will is what God wants—when, 
where, and how he wants it. Those who are 
part of God’s family are to follow God’s rules. 
He’s sovereign, and he’ll accomplish his pur-
poses with you or without you. The question 
is, will you get to take part in it?
6:11 Just as the Israelites relied on God to 
provide manna regularly in the wilderness, 
so you are to live your life in dependence on 
God—one day at a time.
6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors relates to sins. When 
God forgives, he no longer credits sin to 
your account. And as we have been forgiven 
by God, so we are to forgive the sins others 
commit against us.
6:13 Satan is smarter than we are and has cen-
turies of experience ruining human lives. So 
ask God to keep you from ge� ing into situa-
tions that detour you from the kingdom road.

6:14-15 Don’t miss that God’s forgiveness is 
conditioned on your forgiveness of others. 
Jesus isn’t talking about salvation here, but 
about our fellowship with God a¡ er we’re 
saved, as a part of our discipleship. To forgive
is to not hold a grudge, not to seek retribu-
tion. Since we all need forgiveness regularly, 
we must not withhold it.
6:16 If your goal in fasting is for other people 
to celebrate how spiritual you look, then their 
approval will be your only reward.
6:24 Few things can distract us as eff ectively 
as becoming slaves to money. Having money 
is not the problem, though. The danger is 
when money has you and becomes more 
important to you than spiritual things. God 
must have your devotion if you are to receive 
his kingdom direction.
6:25-30 For many of us, the admonition not 
to worry about your life (6:25) sounds just as 

application questions
read matthew 6:9-13
– What do you like best about Jesus’s prayer? Why?
– How does this prayer compare to the way you 

normally pray?
– How will you intentionally submit to God’s 

will this week?

application questions
read matthew 6:25-34
– What are the main benefits or desirable things 

mentioned in these verses?
– What do these verses teach about anxiety? 

What are the main causes of anxiety in your life?
– Identify one change you’ll make this week to 

place God and his kingdom first in your life.
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 wear.  Isn’t  life  more  than  food  and  the  body 
 more  than cloth ing? a ²⁶ Con sid er  the  birds 
 of  the  sky:  They  don’t  sow  or  reap  or gath er 
 into  barns,  yet  your heav en ly Fa ther  feeds 
 them.  Aren’t  you  worth  more  than  they? b 
²⁷  Can  any  of  you  add  one mo ment  to  his 
 life  span A  by wor ry ing? ²⁸  And  why  do  you 
wor ry  about  clothes? Ob serve  how  the 
wildflowers  of  the  field  grow:  They  don’t 
la bor  or  spin  thread. ²⁹  Yet  I  tell  you  that 
 not  even Sol o mon  in  all  his splen dor  was 
 adorned  like  one  of  these. ³⁰  If  that’s  how 
 God  clothes  the  grass  of  the  field,  which 
 is  here to day  and  thrown  into  the fur nace 
to mor row,  won’t  he  do  much  more  for 
 you  —   you  of lit tle  faith? c ³¹  So  don’t wor-
ry, say ing, ‘ What  will  we  eat? ’  or ‘ What  will 

 we  drink? ’  or ‘ What  will  we  wear? ’ ³²  For 
 the Gen tiles ea ger ly  seek  all  these  things, 
 and  your heav en ly Fa ther  knows  that  you 
 need  them. ³³  But  seek  first  the king dom  of 
 God B,d  and  his righ teous ness, e  and  all  these 
 things  will  be pro vid ed  for  you. f ³⁴ There-
fore  don’t wor ry  about to mor row, be cause 
to mor row  will wor ry  about it self.  Each  day 
 has  enough trou ble g  of  its  own.

do not judge

7 “ Do  not  judge,  so  that  you  won’t  be 
 judged. h ²  For  you  will  be  judged  by 

 the  same stan dard  with  which  you  judge 
oth ers,  and  you  will  be mea sured  by  the 
 same mea sure  you  use. i ³  Why  do  you  look 
 at  the splinter  in  your broth er’s  eye  but 

A 6:27 Or add a single cubit to his height   B 6:33 Other mss omit of God

a 6:25 Lk 10:41; Php 4:6; 
1Pt 5:7
b 6:26 Jb 38:41; Ps 147:9; 
Mt 10:29-31
c 6:29-30 1Kg 10:4-7; Mt 
8:26; 14:31; 16:8

d 6:33 Mk 1:15; Ac 20:25
e Mt 27:19; Lk 7:29; 
23:41,47; Jn 5:30; 17:25; 
Ac 3:14
f 1Kg 3:13; Mt 19:28; Mk 
10:29; Lk 18:29; 1Tm 4:8
g 6:34 Mt 6:25; Lk 10:41; 
Php 4:6; 1Pt 5:7
h 7:1-5 Mk 4:24-25; Lk 
6:37-42
i 7:2 Mk 4:24; Lk 6:38; Rm 
2:1; 14:10; Jms 2:13

impossible to obey as “Don’t breathe.” Worry 
and anxiety over life are commonplace. But to 
this Jesus said in effect, “When was the last 
time you saw a bird with an ulcer?” Birds don’t 
worry about where they’re going to get their 
next meal, and yet the heavenly Father feeds 
them (6:26). Flowers don’t agonize over look-
ing pre�y, but not even Solomon in all his 
splendor could match the beauty in the fields 
of God’s creation (6:28-29)? If God gives this 
kind of a�ention to birds and flowers, won’t 
he do much more for you. (6:30)? Trust him.
6:33 How do you know if you’re putting 
God’s kingdom first? Ask yourself this 
question: When I need guidance to make 
decisions, where do I go first? For many 
Christians, God is like a spare tire. He’s the 

One they run to when all else fails. So, do 
you seek God’s perspective first (through his 
Word and godly counsel), or do you seek the 
world’s perspective? Kingdom Christians 
appeal to God’s view and his righteous stan-
dards first. Do this, and all these things will 
be provided for you. Align yourself with his 
agenda, and your Daddy will take responsi-
bility for meeting your needs.
6:34 Focusing on living for God’s kingdom 
today is the antidote for worry.
7:1 To illegitimately judge is to create your own 
standard of what is acceptable and measure 
everyone against it, hypocritically critiquing 
others. Not surprisingly, people who do this 
typically find no problems with their own 
behavior. That’s because when a sinner cre-

ates a standard, he becomes the standard. 
When my son was eleven years old, he wanted 
to show me how he could dunk a basketball in 
the gym. The problem was that he had asked a 
janitor to lower the rim so that he could dunk 
it. Those who hypocritically judge others use 
a standard, but it isn’t God’s. It’s been lowered.
7:3-5 Imagine straining to see a nearly invisible 
speck while being oblivious to a board protrud-
ing from your eyeball! Instead of being judg-
mental toward others, allow God’s standard 
to be applied to your own life. If you’re hon-
est, you’ll discover that you fall short. When 
you’ve addressed your own sin, you’ll be more 
understanding, compassionate, and righteous 
in your assessments and be�er able to help a 
brother or sister address his or her own sin.

 kingdom living 
kingdom

Seeking First the Kingdom
God’s kingdom is lived out from the perspective 
of heaven, not earth. That’s why Jesus said, “Seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be provided for you” 
(Ma� 6:33). Far too many Christians, though, 
think they can mix a li�le of God with a lot of the 
world. They’re willing to follow several isolated 
fragments of what they find in God’s Word—go-
ing to church for fellowship, giving money when 
it’s convenient, not stealing, and so on—but 
they’re not willing to submit to God’s compre-
hensive plan and purpose for their lives. They’re 
not willing to be part of his kingdom agenda. 

That’s a big problem. Because when you bring 
the world into the Word, you’re asking God, the 
King, to bless something that’s contrary to his 
kingdom. He won’t do that. In the end, your ef-
forts to keep hold of only a li�le piece of God 
actually prevent you from experiencing any 

part of God because you can’t operate in two  
kingdoms at once. 

If you lose sight of the kingdom, God’s per-
spective gets lost and you start focusing on the 
tangible and temporal things in life. When that 
happens, your judgment begins to be skewed and 
your decisions become shortsighted. Rather than 
living out your destiny and purpose, you may end 
up with wasted time, effort, energy, and emotions. 

But when God’s kingdom is prioritized, you 
get to see heaven both rule and overrule in your 
life. You will witness God trump circumstances 
and people that you thought had the last word 
because only God has the last word. You’ll get 
to experience him at a whole new level as you 
experience him as King. 

for the next kingdom  
kingdom living lesson see page 1128.
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 don’t no tice  the  beam  of  wood  in  your  own 
 eye? a ⁴  Or  how  can  you  say  to  your broth er, 
‘ Let  me  take  the splinter  out  of  your  eye,’ 
 and  look,  there’s  a  beam  of  wood  in  your 
 own  eye? ⁵ Hyp o crite!  First  take  the  beam 
 of  wood  out  of  your  eye,  and  then  you  will 
 see clear ly  to  take  the splinter  out  of  your 
broth er’s  eye. ⁶  Don’t  give  what  is  holy  to 
 dogs  or  toss  your  pearls be fore  pigs, b  or 
 they  will tram ple  them un der  their  feet, 
 turn,  and  tear  you  to  pieces.

ask, search, knock
⁷ “ Ask, c  and  it  will  be giv en  to  you. d  Seek, 
 and  you  will  find.  Knock,  and  the  door A 
 will  be  opened  to  you. ⁸  For ev ery one  who 
 asks re ceives,  and  the  one  who  seeks 
 finds, e  and  to  the  one  who  knocks,  the 
 door  will  be  opened. ⁹  Who  among  you,  if 
 his  son  asks  him  for  bread,  will  give  him 
 a  stone? ¹⁰  Or  if  he  asks  for  a  fish,  will  give 
 him  a  snake? ¹¹  If  you  then,  who  are  evil, f 
 know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  your chil-
dren,  how  much  more  will  your Fa ther 
 in heav en  give  good  things  to  those  who 
 ask  him. ¹² There fore, what ev er  you  want 
oth ers  to  do  for  you,  do  also  the  same  for 
 them,  for  this  is  the  Law  and  the Proph ets. g

entering the kingdom
¹³ “En ter  through  the nar row  gate. h  For 
 the  gate  is  wide  and  the  road  broad  that 
 leads  to de struc tion, i  and  there  are  many 
 who  go  through  it. ¹⁴  How nar row  is  the 
 gate  and di� i cult  the  road  that  leads  to  life, 
 and  few  find  it.

¹⁵ “ Be  on  your  guard  against  false proph-
ets j  who  come  to  you  in  sheep’s k cloth-
ing l  but in ward ly  are rav ag ing  wolves. m 
¹⁶  You’ll rec og nize  them  by  their  fruit. n 
 Are  grapes gath ered  from thorn bush es 
 or  figs  from this tles? o ¹⁷  In  the  same  way, 
ev ery  good  tree pro duc es  good  fruit,  but  a 
 bad  tree pro duc es  bad  fruit. ¹⁸  A  good  tree 
 can’t pro duce  bad  fruit; nei ther  can  a  bad 
 tree pro duce  good  fruit. ¹⁹ Ev ery  tree  that 
 doesn’t pro duce  good  fruit  is  cut  down  and 
 thrown  into  the  fire. p ²⁰  So  you’ll rec og nize 
 them  by  their  fruit. q

²¹ “ Not ev ery one  who  says  to  me, ‘ Lord, 
 Lord,’  will en ter  the king dom  of heav en, r 
 but  only  the  one  who  does  the  will s  of  my 
Fa ther  in heav en. t ²²  On  that  day  many  will 
 say  to  me, ‘ Lord,  Lord,  didn’t  we proph e sy 
 in  your  name,  drive  out de mons u  in  your 
 name,  and  do  many mir a cles  in  your  name? ’ v  

 Questions & Answers 

q Why does Jesus’s command to “seek 
first the kingdom of God” (Ma� 6:33) 

accompany his teaching on worry? How 
does worry impact our ability to seek  

God first? 

a  Worry is one of the great distractions of 
life, and it is more than mere concern. 

Concern involves controlling how much 
time and a�ention you give to an issue. Wor-

ry occurs when the issue controls you. And 
when the issues in our lives are controlling 
us, then the kingdom goes to the back of 
the line in terms of our priorities, because 
we’ve given our worries too much clout. 

Legitimate concern is necessary. But we 
must control what we think about,  

how much we think about it, and how we 
allow it to influence us. When the kingdom 

is pushed to the background because an 
issue in your life has assumed control, then 

that issue has become an idol and a god, 
thus hindering the true God from  

meeting the need that is causing you  
to worry.

for the next q&a, see page 1134.

A 7:7 Lit and it

a 7:3 Lk 6:41; Jn 8:7-9
b 7:6 Pr 9:7-8; 23:9; Mt 

15:26

c 7:7-11 Lk 11:9-13
d 7:7 Mt 18:22; Mk 11:24; Jn 

14:13-14; 15:7; 16:24; Jms 
1:5; 1Jn 3:22; 5:14

e 7:8 Pr 8:17; Is 55:6; Jr 
29:12-13

f 7:11 Gn 6:5; 8:21
g 7:12 Mt 22:40; Lk 6:31; 

Rm 13:8; Gl 5:14
h 7:13-14 Lk 13:23-24

i 7:13 Mt 26:8; Mk 14:4; Jn 
17:12; Ac 8:20; Rm 9:22; 

Php 1:28
j 7:15 Mt 24:11,24; Mk 

13:22; Lk 6:26; Ac 13:6; 
2Pt 2:1

k Mt 9:36; 10:6,16; 12:11-12; 
15:24; 18:12-13

l Mc 3:5; 2Tm 3:5
m Ezk 22:27; Jn 10:12; Ac 

20:29
n 7:16-21 Pr 11:30; Mt 

12:33; Lk 6:43-44; Jn 4:36; 
Jms 3:12

o 7:16 Mt 13:7; Heb 6:8
p 7:19 Jr 11:19; Mt 3:10; Lk 

3:9; 13:7; Jn 15:2; Jd 12
q 7:20 Mt 7:16; 12:33; Lk 

6:44; Jms 3:12
r 7:21 Mt 3:2; 18:3; Mk 9:43

s Ps 143:10; Pr 16:9; Mt 
12:50; Gl 1:4; Eph 1:9; 

1Jn 2:17
t Hs 8:2; Mt 25:11; Lk 6:46; 

Rm 2:13; Jms 1:22
u 7:22 Mk 3:15; Rv 9:20; 

18:2
v Nm 24:4; Mt 10:15; Lk 
13:25; Jn 11:51; 1Co 13:2

7:6 There are numerous places in the Bible 
in which God instructs his people to make 
judgment calls. Here is one of them: Don’t 
give what is holy to dogs or toss your pearls 
before pigs. These are references to those 
who despise spiritual things, but you can’t 
obey this command unless you can discern 
who the “dogs” and “pigs” are.

The difference between judgmentalism 
and doing what Jesus calls us to do here is 
the standard used. When you sinfully judge, 
you use your own standard and condemn 
others. When you obey Jesus’s words, you 
use wisdom, refusing to give what is precious 
in God’s sight to those who refuse to value 
spiritual things.

7:7-8 Prayer is an earthly request for heav-
enly intervention. There are three answers 
to prayer: yes, no, or wait. If you haven’t heard 
yes or no, then you keep asking.
7:12 Within this verse is the Golden Rule. In 
short, it means to love others: to practice the 
“one anothers” of Scripture (e.g., John 15:12; 
Gal 6:2; Eph 4:32; 1 Thess 5:11).
7:13-14 The broad road that many people 
follow, seeking to have a relationship with 
God, is called religion (7:13). Religion is man’s 
attempt to make himself acceptable to a 
holy God. But the narrow gate that leads 
to life is Jesus; he makes us acceptable. 
Few find this road because few are willing 
to accept God’s way to obtain eternal life 

(7:14). The only legitimate way to a relation-
ship with God is his way: through his Son 
and his cross.
7:15-18 The lesson here is that you need to 
examine the evidence of a teacher’s life and 
ministry. Is that person’s teaching and doc-
trine consistent with God’s Word? Does his or 
her lifestyle display holiness and love for the 
Lord? If either answer is no, don’t be deceived.
7:21-23 Someone can call Jesus, Lord, Lord, 
and have a ministry that appears to be 
authentic (7:21-22). Nevertheless, a lack of 
good fruit will expose them. The King of 
kings will thus respond, Depart from me, 
you lawbreakers! (7:23). False teachers will 
experience his judgment.
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 don’t no tice  the  beam  of  wood  in  your  own 
 eye? a ⁴  Or  how  can  you  say  to  your broth er, 
‘ Let  me  take  the splinter  out  of  your  eye,’ 
 and  look,  there’s  a  beam  of  wood  in  your 
 own  eye? ⁵ Hyp o crite!  First  take  the  beam 
 of  wood  out  of  your  eye,  and  then  you  will 
 see clear ly  to  take  the splinter  out  of  your 
broth er’s  eye. ⁶  Don’t  give  what  is  holy  to 
 dogs  or  toss  your  pearls be fore  pigs, b  or 
 they  will tram ple  them un der  their  feet, 
 turn,  and  tear  you  to  pieces.

ask, search, knock
⁷ “ Ask, c  and  it  will  be giv en  to  you. d  Seek, 
 and  you  will  find.  Knock,  and  the  door A 
 will  be  opened  to  you. ⁸  For ev ery one  who 
 asks re ceives,  and  the  one  who  seeks 
 finds, e  and  to  the  one  who  knocks,  the 
 door  will  be  opened. ⁹  Who  among  you,  if 
 his  son  asks  him  for  bread,  will  give  him 
 a  stone? ¹⁰  Or  if  he  asks  for  a  fish,  will  give 
 him  a  snake? ¹¹  If  you  then,  who  are  evil, f 
 know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  your chil-
dren,  how  much  more  will  your Fa ther 
 in heav en  give  good  things  to  those  who 
 ask  him. ¹² There fore, what ev er  you  want 
oth ers  to  do  for  you,  do  also  the  same  for 
 them,  for  this  is  the  Law  and  the Proph ets. g

entering the kingdom
¹³ “En ter  through  the nar row  gate. h  For 
 the  gate  is  wide  and  the  road  broad  that 
 leads  to de struc tion, i  and  there  are  many 
 who  go  through  it. ¹⁴  How nar row  is  the 
 gate  and di� i cult  the  road  that  leads  to  life, 
 and  few  find  it.

¹⁵ “ Be  on  your  guard  against  false proph-
ets j  who  come  to  you  in  sheep’s k cloth-
ing l  but in ward ly  are rav ag ing  wolves. m 
¹⁶  You’ll rec og nize  them  by  their  fruit. n 
 Are  grapes gath ered  from thorn bush es 
 or  figs  from this tles? o ¹⁷  In  the  same  way, 
ev ery  good  tree pro duc es  good  fruit,  but  a 
 bad  tree pro duc es  bad  fruit. ¹⁸  A  good  tree 
 can’t pro duce  bad  fruit; nei ther  can  a  bad 
 tree pro duce  good  fruit. ¹⁹ Ev ery  tree  that 
 doesn’t pro duce  good  fruit  is  cut  down  and 
 thrown  into  the  fire. p ²⁰  So  you’ll rec og nize 
 them  by  their  fruit. q

²¹ “ Not ev ery one  who  says  to  me, ‘ Lord, 
 Lord,’  will en ter  the king dom  of heav en, r 
 but  only  the  one  who  does  the  will s  of  my 
Fa ther  in heav en. t ²²  On  that  day  many  will 
 say  to  me, ‘ Lord,  Lord,  didn’t  we proph e sy 
 in  your  name,  drive  out de mons u  in  your 
 name,  and  do  many mir a cles  in  your  name? ’ v  

 Questions & Answers 

q Why does Jesus’s command to “seek 
first the kingdom of God” (Ma� 6:33) 

accompany his teaching on worry? How 
does worry impact our ability to seek  

God first? 

a  Worry is one of the great distractions of 
life, and it is more than mere concern. 

Concern involves controlling how much 
time and a�ention you give to an issue. Wor-

ry occurs when the issue controls you. And 
when the issues in our lives are controlling 
us, then the kingdom goes to the back of 
the line in terms of our priorities, because 
we’ve given our worries too much clout. 

Legitimate concern is necessary. But we 
must control what we think about,  

how much we think about it, and how we 
allow it to influence us. When the kingdom 

is pushed to the background because an 
issue in your life has assumed control, then 

that issue has become an idol and a god, 
thus hindering the true God from  

meeting the need that is causing you  
to worry.

for the next q&a, see page 1134.

A 7:7 Lit and it

a 7:3 Lk 6:41; Jn 8:7-9
b 7:6 Pr 9:7-8; 23:9; Mt 

15:26

c 7:7-11 Lk 11:9-13
d 7:7 Mt 18:22; Mk 11:24; Jn 

14:13-14; 15:7; 16:24; Jms 
1:5; 1Jn 3:22; 5:14

e 7:8 Pr 8:17; Is 55:6; Jr 
29:12-13

f 7:11 Gn 6:5; 8:21
g 7:12 Mt 22:40; Lk 6:31; 

Rm 13:8; Gl 5:14
h 7:13-14 Lk 13:23-24

i 7:13 Mt 26:8; Mk 14:4; Jn 
17:12; Ac 8:20; Rm 9:22; 

Php 1:28
j 7:15 Mt 24:11,24; Mk 

13:22; Lk 6:26; Ac 13:6; 
2Pt 2:1

k Mt 9:36; 10:6,16; 12:11-12; 
15:24; 18:12-13

l Mc 3:5; 2Tm 3:5
m Ezk 22:27; Jn 10:12; Ac 

20:29
n 7:16-21 Pr 11:30; Mt 

12:33; Lk 6:43-44; Jn 4:36; 
Jms 3:12

o 7:16 Mt 13:7; Heb 6:8
p 7:19 Jr 11:19; Mt 3:10; Lk 

3:9; 13:7; Jn 15:2; Jd 12
q 7:20 Mt 7:16; 12:33; Lk 

6:44; Jms 3:12
r 7:21 Mt 3:2; 18:3; Mk 9:43

s Ps 143:10; Pr 16:9; Mt 
12:50; Gl 1:4; Eph 1:9; 

1Jn 2:17
t Hs 8:2; Mt 25:11; Lk 6:46; 

Rm 2:13; Jms 1:22
u 7:22 Mk 3:15; Rv 9:20; 

18:2
v Nm 24:4; Mt 10:15; Lk 
13:25; Jn 11:51; 1Co 13:2

7:6 There are numerous places in the Bible 
in which God instructs his people to make 
judgment calls. Here is one of them: Don’t 
give what is holy to dogs or toss your pearls 
before pigs. These are references to those 
who despise spiritual things, but you can’t 
obey this command unless you can discern 
who the “dogs” and “pigs” are.

The difference between judgmentalism 
and doing what Jesus calls us to do here is 
the standard used. When you sinfully judge, 
you use your own standard and condemn 
others. When you obey Jesus’s words, you 
use wisdom, refusing to give what is precious 
in God’s sight to those who refuse to value 
spiritual things.

7:7-8 Prayer is an earthly request for heav-
enly intervention. There are three answers 
to prayer: yes, no, or wait. If you haven’t heard 
yes or no, then you keep asking.
7:12 Within this verse is the Golden Rule. In 
short, it means to love others: to practice the 
“one anothers” of Scripture (e.g., John 15:12; 
Gal 6:2; Eph 4:32; 1 Thess 5:11).
7:13-14 The broad road that many people 
follow, seeking to have a relationship with 
God, is called religion (7:13). Religion is man’s 
attempt to make himself acceptable to a 
holy God. But the narrow gate that leads 
to life is Jesus; he makes us acceptable. 
Few find this road because few are willing 
to accept God’s way to obtain eternal life 

(7:14). The only legitimate way to a relation-
ship with God is his way: through his Son 
and his cross.
7:15-18 The lesson here is that you need to 
examine the evidence of a teacher’s life and 
ministry. Is that person’s teaching and doc-
trine consistent with God’s Word? Does his or 
her lifestyle display holiness and love for the 
Lord? If either answer is no, don’t be deceived.
7:21-23 Someone can call Jesus, Lord, Lord, 
and have a ministry that appears to be 
authentic (7:21-22). Nevertheless, a lack of 
good fruit will expose them. The King of 
kings will thus respond, Depart from me, 
you lawbreakers! (7:23). False teachers will 
experience his judgment.
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²³  Then  I  will an nounce  to  them, ‘ I nev er 
 knew  you. De part  from  me,  you law-
break ers! ’ A,B, a

the two foundations
²⁴ “There fore, b ev ery one  who  hears  these 
 words c  of  mine  and  acts  on  them  will  be  like 
 a  wise  man  who  built  his  house  on  the  rock. 
²⁵  The  rain  fell,  the riv ers  rose,  and  the  winds 
 blew  and pound ed  that  house.  Yet  it  didn’t 
col lapse, be cause  its foun da tion  was  on 
 the  rock. ²⁶  But ev ery one  who  hears  these 
 words  of  mine  and  doesn’t  act  on  them  will 
 be  like  a fool ish  man  who  built  his  house  on 
 the  sand. ²⁷  The  rain  fell,  the riv ers  rose,  the 
 winds  blew  and pound ed  that  house,  and  it 
col lapsed.  It col lapsed  with  a  great  crash.”

²⁸  When  Jesus  had fin ished say ing  these 
 things, d  the  crowds  were as ton ished  at 
 his teach ing, e ²⁹ be cause  he  was teach ing 
 them  like  one  who  had au thor i ty,  and  not 
 like  their  scribes.

a man cleansed

8  When  he  came  down  from  the moun-
tain,  large  crowds f fol lowed  him. 

²  Right  away g  a  man  with lep ro sy C  came 
 up  and  knelt be fore  him, h say ing, “ Lord,  if 
 you  are will ing,  you  can  make  me  clean.”

³ Reach ing  out  his  hand,  Jesus  touched 
 him, say ing, “ I  am will ing;  be  made  clean.” 
Im me di ate ly  his lep ro sy  was  cleansed. 
⁴  Then  Jesus  told  him, “ See  that  you  don’t 
 tell any one; i  but  go,  show your self  to  the 
 priest,  and o� er  the  gift  that Mo ses com-
mand ed,  as  a tes ti mo ny  to  them.” j

a centurion’s faith
⁵  When  he en tered Ca per na um, k  a cen tu ri-
on  came  to  him, plead ing  with  him, ⁶ “ Lord, 

 my ser vant  is ly ing  at  home par a lyzed,  in 
ter ri ble ag o ny.”

⁷  He  said  to  him, “ Am  I  to  come  and  heal 
 him? ” D

⁸ “ Lord,”  the cen tu ri on re plied, “ I  am 
 not wor thy  to  have  you  come un der  my 
 roof.  But  just  say  the  word,  and  my ser-
vant  will  be  healed. l ⁹  For  I  too  am  a  man 
un der au thor i ty, hav ing sol diers un der 
 my com mand. E  I  say  to  this  one, ‘ Go,’  and 
 he  goes;  and  to an oth er, ‘ Come,’  and  he 
 comes;  and  to  my ser vant, ‘ Do  this! ’  and 
 he  does  it.”

¹⁰ Hear ing  this,  Jesus  was  amazed  and 
 said  to  those fol low ing  him, “Tru ly  I  tell 
 you,  I  have  not  found any one  in Is ra el  with 
 so  great  a  faith. ¹¹  I  tell  you  that  many  will 
 come  from  east  and  west  to  share  the ban-
quet F  with Abra ham,  Isaac,  and Ja cob  in 
 the king dom  of heav en. m ¹²  But  the  sons  of 
 the king dom  will  be  thrown  into  the out er 
dark ness  where  there  will  be weep ing  and 
gnash ing  of  teeth.” n ¹³  Then  Jesus  told  the 
cen tu ri on, “ Go.  As  you  have be lieved, o  let 
 it  be  done  for  you.”  And  his ser vant  was 
 healed  that  very mo ment. G

healings at capernaum
¹⁴  Jesus  went  into Pe ter’s  house p  and  saw 
 his mother-in-law ly ing  in  bed  with  a fe ver. 
¹⁵  So  he  touched  her  hand,  and  the fe ver 
 left  her.  Then  she  got  up  and be gan  to  serve 
 him. ¹⁶  When eve ning  came,  they  brought 
 to  him  many  who  were demon-possessed. 
 He  drove  out  the spir its q  with  a  word  and 
 healed  all  who  were  sick, r ¹⁷  so  that  what 
 was spo ken  through  the proph et Isa iah 
 might  be ful filled:
  He himself took our weaknesses
  and carried our diseases. H,s

A 7:23 Lit you who work lawlessness   B 7:23 Ps 6:8   C 8:2 Gk lepros ; a term for various skin diseases, also in v. 3; see Lv 13–14   D 8:7 Or “I will come 
and heal him.”   E 8:9 Lit under me   F 8:11 Lit recline at the table   G 8:13 Or that hour ; lit very hour   H 8:17 Is 53:4

a 7:23 Ps 5:5; 6:8; Mt 
25:12,41; Lk 13:25-27
b 7:24-27 Lk 6:47-49; Jms 
1:22-25
c 7:24 Mt 12:36; Mk 4:14; 
Lk 6:47; 8:21; Jn 1:1; 2:22
d 7:28 Mt 11:1; 13:53; 
19:1; 26:1
e Mt 13:54; 22:23; Mk 1:22; 
6:2; 11:18; Lk 4:32; Jn 7:46
f 8:1 Mt 5:1; Lk 3:7
g 8:2-4 Mk 1:40-44; Lk 
5:12-14
h 8:2 Mt 9:18; 15:25; 18:26; 
20:20; Jn 9:38; Ac 10:25
i 8:4 Mt 9:30; 17:9; Mk 
5:43; 7:36; 8:30
j Lv 14:3-4,10; Lk 5:14; 17:14
k 8:5-13 Lk 7:1-10; Jn 
4:46-54

l 8:8 Ps 107:20; Lk 15:19,21
m 8:11 Is 49:12; 59:19; Mk 
1:11; Lk 13:29; Eph 3:6
n 8:12 Mt 13:42,50; 22:13; 
24:51; 25:30; Lk 13:28
o 8:13 Mt 9:22,29; Jn 4:53
p 8:14-16 Mk 1:29-34; Lk 
4:38-41
q 8:16 Mk 3:15; 1Tm 4:1; 
1Jn 4:1
r Mt 4:24; 8:33; Ac 19:12
s 8:17 Is 53:4; Mt 1:22

7:24-27 I once had a crack in a wall of my 
house. No matter how many times I had 
it fixed, the crack came back. Finally, I 
learned the problem wasn’t with the wall; 
the problem was a shifting foundation. 
Many of us have “cracks” in our lives—
emotional, relational, financial—but we 
address the symptoms and not the source 
of the problem. If you want stability in your 
personal life, your family, your ministry, 
and your community, you need the strong, 
sturdy foundation of God’s Word—which 
includes both knowledge of the Bible and 
applying it to life. Wisdom is the ability and 
willingness to apply spiritual truth to life’s 
circumstances. Foolishness is unwilling-
ness to do so.
8:2 There’s nothing wrong with seeking a 
doctor’s help when you’re sick. The problem 

is in neglecting to seek God’s help and treat-
ing the doctor as if he’s a god.
8:8-9 This Roman officer understood how 
authority works. He had men under his 
command, and he didn’t need to be present 
for his soldiers to obey his orders—any more 
than he needed Caesar to visit him person-
ally to get him to jump. A subordinate only 
needs to know that a superior has issued an 
order (8:9). The centurion knew that Jesus 
possessed authority to heal. Therefore, he 
trusted that Jesus didn’t have to be physically 
present but only say the word (8:8).
8:10 What made the centurion’s faith so great 
was his total confidence in Jesus’s word. Great 
faith comes when we truly understand the 
greatness of the object of our faith.
8:12 The sons of the kingdom refers to unre-
generate Jews. Unfaithful believers will lose 

rewards in Jesus's millennial kingdom rule 
while faithful believers will be rewarded 
with rich inheritance. Outer darkness and 
weeping and gnashing of teeth are pictures 
of profound regret due to loss of rewards at 
the judgment seat of Christ because of their 
unfaithfulness. The context determines 
whether this phrase is referring to believers 
(see 25:29-30) or to unbelievers (see 13:47-
50).
8:15 Notice what this woman did as soon 
as she got up from her sickbed. Likewise, 
when the Lord ministers to you, it should be 
reflected in your service to him.
8:16-17 The point here is that Jesus’s healing 
ministry validated prophecy regarding the 
Messiah. A day is coming when, because of his 
death on the cross, sickness, pain, and death 
will be abolished forever (see Isa 53:5; Rev 21:4).
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the cost of following jesus
¹⁸  When  Jesus  saw  a  large  crowd A,a  around 
 him,  he  gave  the or der  to  go  to  the oth er 
 side  of  the  sea. ¹⁹  A  scribe ap proached  him 
 and  said, b “Teach er,  I  will fol low  you wher-
ev er  you  go.”

²⁰  Jesus  told  him, “Fox es  have  dens,  and 
 birds  of  the  sky  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
 Man c  has  no  place  to  lay  his  head.”

²¹ “ Lord,” an oth er  of  his dis ci ples  said, 
“ first  let  me  go  bury  my fa ther.”

²²  But  Jesus  told  him, “Fol low  me,  and  let 
 the  dead  bury  their  own  dead.”

wind and waves obey jesus
²³  As  he  got  into  the  boat, d  his dis ci ples e 
fol lowed  him. ²⁴ Sud den ly,  a vi o lent  storm 
 arose  on  the  sea,  so  that  the  boat  was be-
ing  swamped  by  the  waves  —   but  Jesus 
 kept sleep ing. ²⁵  So  the dis ci ples  came  and 
 woke  him  up, say ing, “ Lord,  save  us!  We’re 
go ing  to  die! ”

²⁶  He  said  to  them, “ Why  are  you  afraid, 
 you  of lit tle  faith? ”  Then  he  got  up  and re-
buked  the  winds  and  the  sea, f  and  there 
 was  a  great  calm.

²⁷  The  men  were  amazed  and  asked, 
“ What  kind  of  man  is  this?  Even  the  winds 
 and  the  sea  obey g  him! ”

demons driven out  
by jesus
²⁸  When  he  had  come  to  the oth er  side, h 
 to  the re gion  of  the Gad a renes, B  two de-
mon-possessed  men  met  him  as  they  came 
 out  of  the  tombs.  They  were  so vi o lent  that 
 no  one  could  pass  that  way. ²⁹ Sud den ly 
 they shout ed, “ What  do  you  have  to  do 
 with  us, C  Son  of  God?  Have  you  come  here 
 to tor ment  us be fore  the  time? ” i

³⁰  A  long  way  o�  from  them,  a  large  herd 
 of  pigs  was feed ing. ³¹ “ If  you  drive  us  out,” 

 the de mons  begged  him, “ send  us  into  the 
 herd  of  pigs.”

³² “ Go! ”  he  told  them.  So  when  they  had 
 come  out,  they en tered  the  pigs,  and  the 
 whole  herd  rushed  down  the  steep  bank 
 into  the  sea  and per ished  in  the wa ter. 
³³  Then  the  men  who tend ed  them  fled. 
 They  went  into  the  city  and re port ed ev-
ery thing, es pe cial ly  what  had hap pened 
 to  those  who  were demon-possessed. ³⁴  At 
 that,  the  whole  town  went  out  to  meet 
 Jesus.  When  they  saw  him,  they  begged 
 him  to  leave  their re gion. j

the son of man forgives  
and heals

9  So  he  got  into  a  boat,  crossed  over,  and 
 came  to  his  own  town. k ²  Just  then l 

 some  men D  brought  to  him  a par a lyt ic ly-
ing  on  a stretcher. See ing  their  faith,  Jesus 
 told  the par a lyt ic, “ Have cour age,  son,  your 
 sins  are for giv en.” m

³  At  this,  some  of  the  scribes  said  to 
them selves, “ He’s blas phem ing! ” n

⁴ Per ceiv ing  their  thoughts, o  Jesus  said, 
“ Why  are  you think ing  evil  things  in  your 
 hearts? E ⁵  For  which  is eas i er:  to  say, ‘ Your 
 sins  are for giv en,’  or  to  say, ‘ Get  up  and 
 walk’? ⁶  But  so  that  you  may  know  that 
 the  Son  of  Man  has au thor i ty  on  earth  to 
for give  sins”  —   then  he  told  the par a lyt ic, 
“ Get  up,  take  your stretcher,  and  go  home.” 
⁷  So  he  got  up  and  went  home. ⁸  When  the 
 crowds  saw  this,  they  were awestruck F,G 
 and  gave glo ry p  to  God,  who  had giv en 
 such au thor i ty  to  men.

the call of matthew
⁹  As  Jesus  went  on  from  there, q  he  saw  a 
 man  named Mat thew sit ting  at  the  toll 
 booth,  and  he  said  to  him, “Fol low  me,” 
 and  he  got  up  and fol lowed  him. r

A 8:18 Other mss read saw large crowds   B 8:28 Other mss read Gergesenes   C 8:29 Other mss add Jesus   D 9:2 Lit then they   E 9:4 Or minds    
F 9:8 Other mss read amazed   G 9:8 Lit afraid

a 8:18 Mt 14:22; Mk 4:35; 
Lk 8:22; Jn 6:15-17

b 8:19-22 Lk 9:57-60
c 8:20 Dn 7:14; Mt 9:6; 

12:8; 13:41; Mk 8:31
d 8:23-27 Mk 4:36-41; Lk 

8:22-25; Jn 6:16-21
e 8:23 Mt 10:1; 26:56; Mk 

3:7; 16:20; Lk 6:13; Jn 12:16
f 8:26 Ps 65:7; 89:9; 107:29; 

Mt 6:30; Lk 4:39
g 8:27 Mk 1:27; Lk 5:9

h 8:28-34 Mk 5:1-17; Lk 
8:26-37

i 8:29 Jdg 11:12; 2Sm 16:10; 
Mk 1:24; Lk 4:34; Jn 2:4; 

Ac 8:7

j 8:34 1Kg 17:18; Lk 5:8; 
Ac 16:39

k 9:1 Mt 4:13; Mk 5:21
l 9:2-8 Mk 2:3-12; Lk 

5:18-26
m 9:2 Mt 4:24; 8:10,13; 
9:22; Lk 7:48; Jn 16:33

n 9:3 Mt 26:65; Jn 10:36
o 9:4 Mt 12:25; Lk 6:8; 

9:47; 11:17
p 9:8 Mt 5:16; 15:31; Lk 

7:16; 13:13; Jn 15:8; Ac 4:21
q 9:9-17 Mk 2:14-22; Lk 

5:27-38
r 9:9 Mt 10:3; Mk 2:14; 

3:18; Lk 6:15; Ac 1:13

8:20 In other words, he asked the would-be 
disciple, “Are you sure you understand what 
you’re ge�ing yourself into? Will you follow 
me when there’s no Hilton, no Holiday Inn?” 
Are you commi�ed to Jesus, even when times 
are hard?
8:21-22 The man’s request (8:21) was another 
way of saying he wanted to receive his inher-
itance before he commi�ed himself to dis-
cipleship. Once his father died and le� him 
sufficient funds, he’d be all in. But Jesus per-
mi�ed no postponement: Follow me, and let 
the dead bury their own dead (8:22)—that 
is, let those who are spiritually dead worry 
about such things. Are you willing to risk dis-
cipleship even when it doesn’t fit with your 
economic plans?

8:27 That the disciples were amazed at Jesus’s 
lordship over creation suggests they hadn’t 
fully known who was in the boat with them. 
The storms and trials of life are designed to 
give you a bigger view of God and a more 
precise understanding of who Jesus is, too. 
The size of your faith is ultimately tied to the 
size of your God.
8:29 Demons clearly know that a day of judg-
ment is coming. But they refuse to live in light 
of it. People do that too (see Rom 1:32).
8:33-34 Did the Gentile herdsmen rejoice 
that two men had been miraculously set free 
of their oppression? No. Jesus was responsi-
ble for a negative impact on their livelihood. 
So, sadly, financial loss took priority over 
spiritual gain.

9:1 Jesus’s own town was Capernaum (see 4:13).
9:2 By his words, Jesus affirmed his own deity 
and did what only God could do.
9:5-7 Clearly it was easier to claim to be able 
to forgive sins than to actually heal, but in 
order to demonstrate his authority in the 
spiritual realm (to forgive sins), Jesus also 
demonstrated his authority in the physical 
realm (to heal lame legs).
9:9 Ma�hew was also known as Levi (see 
Mark 2:14). He was a Jewish tax collector and 
was thus considered a traitor since it was his 
job to collect taxes from his own people on 
behalf of the Roman Empire. Moreover, tax 
collectors would stick their own surcharge 
onto the tax so that they could make a nice 
profit off of their fellow Jews.
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the cost of following jesus
¹⁸  When  Jesus  saw  a  large  crowd A,a  around 
 him,  he  gave  the or der  to  go  to  the oth er 
 side  of  the  sea. ¹⁹  A  scribe ap proached  him 
 and  said, b “Teach er,  I  will fol low  you wher-
ev er  you  go.”

²⁰  Jesus  told  him, “Fox es  have  dens,  and 
 birds  of  the  sky  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
 Man c  has  no  place  to  lay  his  head.”

²¹ “ Lord,” an oth er  of  his dis ci ples  said, 
“ first  let  me  go  bury  my fa ther.”

²²  But  Jesus  told  him, “Fol low  me,  and  let 
 the  dead  bury  their  own  dead.”

wind and waves obey jesus
²³  As  he  got  into  the  boat, d  his dis ci ples e 
fol lowed  him. ²⁴ Sud den ly,  a vi o lent  storm 
 arose  on  the  sea,  so  that  the  boat  was be-
ing  swamped  by  the  waves  —   but  Jesus 
 kept sleep ing. ²⁵  So  the dis ci ples  came  and 
 woke  him  up, say ing, “ Lord,  save  us!  We’re 
go ing  to  die! ”

²⁶  He  said  to  them, “ Why  are  you  afraid, 
 you  of lit tle  faith? ”  Then  he  got  up  and re-
buked  the  winds  and  the  sea, f  and  there 
 was  a  great  calm.

²⁷  The  men  were  amazed  and  asked, 
“ What  kind  of  man  is  this?  Even  the  winds 
 and  the  sea  obey g  him! ”

demons driven out  
by jesus
²⁸  When  he  had  come  to  the oth er  side, h 
 to  the re gion  of  the Gad a renes, B  two de-
mon-possessed  men  met  him  as  they  came 
 out  of  the  tombs.  They  were  so vi o lent  that 
 no  one  could  pass  that  way. ²⁹ Sud den ly 
 they shout ed, “ What  do  you  have  to  do 
 with  us, C  Son  of  God?  Have  you  come  here 
 to tor ment  us be fore  the  time? ” i

³⁰  A  long  way  o�  from  them,  a  large  herd 
 of  pigs  was feed ing. ³¹ “ If  you  drive  us  out,” 

 the de mons  begged  him, “ send  us  into  the 
 herd  of  pigs.”

³² “ Go! ”  he  told  them.  So  when  they  had 
 come  out,  they en tered  the  pigs,  and  the 
 whole  herd  rushed  down  the  steep  bank 
 into  the  sea  and per ished  in  the wa ter. 
³³  Then  the  men  who tend ed  them  fled. 
 They  went  into  the  city  and re port ed ev-
ery thing, es pe cial ly  what  had hap pened 
 to  those  who  were demon-possessed. ³⁴  At 
 that,  the  whole  town  went  out  to  meet 
 Jesus.  When  they  saw  him,  they  begged 
 him  to  leave  their re gion. j

the son of man forgives  
and heals

9  So  he  got  into  a  boat,  crossed  over,  and 
 came  to  his  own  town. k ²  Just  then l 

 some  men D  brought  to  him  a par a lyt ic ly-
ing  on  a stretcher. See ing  their  faith,  Jesus 
 told  the par a lyt ic, “ Have cour age,  son,  your 
 sins  are for giv en.” m

³  At  this,  some  of  the  scribes  said  to 
them selves, “ He’s blas phem ing! ” n

⁴ Per ceiv ing  their  thoughts, o  Jesus  said, 
“ Why  are  you think ing  evil  things  in  your 
 hearts? E ⁵  For  which  is eas i er:  to  say, ‘ Your 
 sins  are for giv en,’  or  to  say, ‘ Get  up  and 
 walk’? ⁶  But  so  that  you  may  know  that 
 the  Son  of  Man  has au thor i ty  on  earth  to 
for give  sins”  —   then  he  told  the par a lyt ic, 
“ Get  up,  take  your stretcher,  and  go  home.” 
⁷  So  he  got  up  and  went  home. ⁸  When  the 
 crowds  saw  this,  they  were awestruck F,G 
 and  gave glo ry p  to  God,  who  had giv en 
 such au thor i ty  to  men.

the call of matthew
⁹  As  Jesus  went  on  from  there, q  he  saw  a 
 man  named Mat thew sit ting  at  the  toll 
 booth,  and  he  said  to  him, “Fol low  me,” 
 and  he  got  up  and fol lowed  him. r

A 8:18 Other mss read saw large crowds   B 8:28 Other mss read Gergesenes   C 8:29 Other mss add Jesus   D 9:2 Lit then they   E 9:4 Or minds    
F 9:8 Other mss read amazed   G 9:8 Lit afraid

a 8:18 Mt 14:22; Mk 4:35; 
Lk 8:22; Jn 6:15-17

b 8:19-22 Lk 9:57-60
c 8:20 Dn 7:14; Mt 9:6; 

12:8; 13:41; Mk 8:31
d 8:23-27 Mk 4:36-41; Lk 

8:22-25; Jn 6:16-21
e 8:23 Mt 10:1; 26:56; Mk 

3:7; 16:20; Lk 6:13; Jn 12:16
f 8:26 Ps 65:7; 89:9; 107:29; 

Mt 6:30; Lk 4:39
g 8:27 Mk 1:27; Lk 5:9

h 8:28-34 Mk 5:1-17; Lk 
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i 8:29 Jdg 11:12; 2Sm 16:10; 
Mk 1:24; Lk 4:34; Jn 2:4; 

Ac 8:7

j 8:34 1Kg 17:18; Lk 5:8; 
Ac 16:39

k 9:1 Mt 4:13; Mk 5:21
l 9:2-8 Mk 2:3-12; Lk 

5:18-26
m 9:2 Mt 4:24; 8:10,13; 
9:22; Lk 7:48; Jn 16:33

n 9:3 Mt 26:65; Jn 10:36
o 9:4 Mt 12:25; Lk 6:8; 

9:47; 11:17
p 9:8 Mt 5:16; 15:31; Lk 

7:16; 13:13; Jn 15:8; Ac 4:21
q 9:9-17 Mk 2:14-22; Lk 

5:27-38
r 9:9 Mt 10:3; Mk 2:14; 
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8:20 In other words, he asked the would-be 
disciple, “Are you sure you understand what 
you’re ge�ing yourself into? Will you follow 
me when there’s no Hilton, no Holiday Inn?” 
Are you commi�ed to Jesus, even when times 
are hard?
8:21-22 The man’s request (8:21) was another 
way of saying he wanted to receive his inher-
itance before he commi�ed himself to dis-
cipleship. Once his father died and le� him 
sufficient funds, he’d be all in. But Jesus per-
mi�ed no postponement: Follow me, and let 
the dead bury their own dead (8:22)—that 
is, let those who are spiritually dead worry 
about such things. Are you willing to risk dis-
cipleship even when it doesn’t fit with your 
economic plans?

8:27 That the disciples were amazed at Jesus’s 
lordship over creation suggests they hadn’t 
fully known who was in the boat with them. 
The storms and trials of life are designed to 
give you a bigger view of God and a more 
precise understanding of who Jesus is, too. 
The size of your faith is ultimately tied to the 
size of your God.
8:29 Demons clearly know that a day of judg-
ment is coming. But they refuse to live in light 
of it. People do that too (see Rom 1:32).
8:33-34 Did the Gentile herdsmen rejoice 
that two men had been miraculously set free 
of their oppression? No. Jesus was responsi-
ble for a negative impact on their livelihood. 
So, sadly, financial loss took priority over 
spiritual gain.

9:1 Jesus’s own town was Capernaum (see 4:13).
9:2 By his words, Jesus affirmed his own deity 
and did what only God could do.
9:5-7 Clearly it was easier to claim to be able 
to forgive sins than to actually heal, but in 
order to demonstrate his authority in the 
spiritual realm (to forgive sins), Jesus also 
demonstrated his authority in the physical 
realm (to heal lame legs).
9:9 Ma�hew was also known as Levi (see 
Mark 2:14). He was a Jewish tax collector and 
was thus considered a traitor since it was his 
job to collect taxes from his own people on 
behalf of the Roman Empire. Moreover, tax 
collectors would stick their own surcharge 
onto the tax so that they could make a nice 
profit off of their fellow Jews.
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¹⁰  While  he  was re clin ing  at  the ta ble  in 
 the  house,  many  tax col lec tors  and sin ners 
 came  to  eat  with  Jesus  and  his dis ci ples. a 
¹¹  When  the Phar i sees  saw  this,  they  asked 
 his dis ci ples, “ Why  does  your teach er  eat 
 with  tax col lec tors  and sin ners? ” b

¹²  Now  when  he  heard  this,  he  said, “ It 
 is  not  those  who  are  well  who  need  a doc-
tor,  but  those  who  are  sick. c ¹³  Go  and  learn 
 what  this  means:  I de sire mer cy  and  not 
sac ri fice. A,d  For  I  didn’t  come  to  call  the 
righ teous,  but sin ners.” B

a question about fasting
¹⁴  Then  John’s dis ci ples  came  to  him, say-
ing, “ Why  do  we  and  the Phar i sees  fast of-
ten,  but  your dis ci ples  do  not  fast? ” e

¹⁵  Jesus  said  to  them, “ Can  the wed-
ding  guests C  be  sad  while  the groom  is 
 with  them?  The  time D  will  come  when  the 
groom  will  be tak en  away  from  them,  and 
 then  they  will  fast. ¹⁶  No  one patches  an  old 
gar ment  with un shrunk  cloth, be cause  the 
 patch  pulls  away  from  the gar ment  and 
 makes  the  tear  worse. ¹⁷  And  no  one  puts E 
 new  wine  into  old wine skins. Oth er wise, 
 the  skins  burst,  the  wine  spills  out,  and  the 
 skins  are ru ined.  No,  they  put  new  wine  into 
 fresh wine skins,  and  both  are pre served.”

a girl restored and a woman 
healed
¹⁸  As  he  was tell ing  them  these  things, f sud-
den ly  one  of  the lead ers  came  and  knelt 
 down be fore  him, say ing, “ My daugh ter 
 just  died, F  but  come  and  lay  your  hand  on 
 her,  and  she  will  live.” g ¹⁹  So  Jesus  and  his 
dis ci ples  got  up  and fol lowed h  him.

²⁰  Just  then,  a wom an  who  had su� ered 
 from bleed ing  for  twelve  years ap proached 
 from be hind  and  touched  the  end  of  his 
 robe, i ²¹  for  she  said  to her self, “ If  I  can  just 
 touch  his  robe,  I’ll  be  made  well.” G,j

²²  Jesus  turned  and  saw  her. “ Have cour-
age, daugh ter,”  he  said. “ Your  faith  has  saved 
 you.” H,k  And  the wom an  was  made  well 
 from  that mo ment. I

²³  When  Jesus  came  to  the lead er’s  house, 
 he  saw  the  flute play ers  and  a  crowd lament-
ing loud ly. l ²⁴ “ Leave,”  he  said, “be cause 
 the  girl  is  not  dead  but  asleep.” m  And  they 
 laughed  at  him. ²⁵ Af ter  the  crowd  had  been 
 put out side,  he  went  in  and  took  her  by  the 
 hand,  and  the  girl  got  up. n ²⁶  Then  news  of 
 this  spread through out  that  whole  area. o

healing the blind
²⁷  As  Jesus  went  on  from  there,  two  blind 
 men fol lowed  him, call ing  out, “ Have mer-
cy  on  us,  Son  of Da vid! ” p

²⁸  When  he en tered  the  house,  the  blind 
 men ap proached  him,  and  Jesus  said  to 
 them, “ Do  you be lieve q  that  I  can  do  this? ”

 They  said  to  him, “ Yes,  Lord.”
²⁹  Then  he  touched  their  eyes, say ing, 

“ Let  it  be  done  for  you ac cord ing  to  your 
 faith.” ³⁰  And  their  eyes  were  opened.  Then 
 Jesus  warned  them stern ly, “ Be  sure  that 
 no  one  finds  out.” r ³¹  But  they  went  out  and 
 spread  the  news  about  him through out 
 that  whole  area.

driving out a demon
³²  Just  as  they  were go ing  out,  a de-
mon-possessed  man  who  was un able  to 
 speak  was  brought  to  him. s ³³  When  the 
de mon  had  been driv en  out,  the  man  who 
 had  been  mute  spoke,  and  the  crowds 
 were  amazed, say ing, “Noth ing  like  this 
 has  ever  been  seen  in Is ra el! ” 

³⁴  But  the Phar i sees  said, “ He  drives  out 
de mons  by  the rul er  of  the de mons.” t

the lord of the harvest
³⁵  Jesus con tin ued go ing  around  to  all 
 the  towns  and vil lages, teach ing  in  their 
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9:10 Ma�hew had found grace and refused 
to keep it to himself because he knew others 
needed the same. That’s why he threw a party 
at his house and invited other tax collectors 
and sinners to it.
9:11 The Pharisees couldn’t conceive of 
upstanding, religious Jews socializing and 
eating with tax collectors and sinners. 
Tragically, many modern believers turn all 
of their focus inward to their Christian club 
and forget the reason Jesus came to earth: to 
invite new members into the family. When 
was the last time you connected a sinner to 
the Savior?
9:13 By quoting Hosea 6:6, Jesus essentially 
told the Pharisees to go back and study their 

Bibles: I desire mercy and not sacrifice. The 
Pharisees offered plenty of religious sacri-
fices, but their hearts weren’t merciful. Sim-
ilarly, if your praise and worship isn’t making 
you more compassionate toward the lost, 
you’ve missed the point of church.
9:15 The kingdom of God had come near 
because the King of the kingdom—the Mes-
siah—had arrived. A time for fasting would 
come later when the groom (King Jesus) 
was taken from them. As sure as you don’t 
grieve at a wedding feast, you don’t fast at 
a celebration.
9:22 According to Leviticus 15:25-27, the wom-
an’s flow of blood would’ve made her and 
anything she touched ceremonially unclean. 

But instead of uncleanness flowing to Jesus 
through her touch, healing flowed to her.
9:27 The prophet Isaiah had much to say 
about the Messiah, God’s Servant, the King 
who was to come. He would be a descendant 
of David (of the “stump of Jesse,” Isa 11:1), and 
he would bring healing (see Isa 42:6-7). These 
men, recognizing Jesus as the Messiah, knew 
what Jesus could do.
9:28-29 It’s not enough to have faith: that 
faith must be declared publicly.
9:33 When the Lord drove out the demon, the 
man who had been mute could speak. This 
tells us that in the realm of God’s kingdom, 
Satan’s power is restrained; thus, you want to 
be living under God’s kingdom rule.
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A NOTE FROM
DR. TONY EVANS

This study Bible is based on a simple yet profound biblical worldview: the 
glory of God through the advancement of his kingdom. This is the uni-
fying theme of Scripture, from Genesis through Revelation. The concept 
of God’s kingdom is what ties all of the Bible together. When this central 
point of connectivity is lost to the reader, it is easy for Scripture to seem 
like a series of disconnected stories, events, personalities, and doctrines 
that do not strategically and thematically connect to one another.

The word kingdom means “rule” or “authority.” When linked to God, 
it refers to the rule of God in both heaven and earth encompassing both 
eternity and time. It is therefore comprehensive in nature. This kingdom is 
composed of a ruler (God), subjects (angels and people), a realm (creation), 
and regulations (laws).

The Bible unfolds how God’s kingdom operates in the affairs of the 
world and how God receives glory through his kingdom rule, even when 
that rule is being opposed by both angels and human beings. While God’s 
kingdom rule takes various forms with varying laws through varying 
administrations (i.e., dispensations), it nonetheless maintains its central 
goal of bringing God glory whether through blessing or judgment.

The kingdom agenda, then, is the visible manifestation of the com-
prehensive rule of God over every area of life.  God’s kingdom agenda 
is carried out through four covenantal spheres: the individual, the 
family, the church, and the government (i.e., nations). A covenant is 
a divinely created relational bond through which God administrates 
his kingdom program. It establishes a legal relationship in the spir-
itual realm that is to be lived out in the physical realm. To operate 
and function underneath the umbrella of God’s kingdom covenants 
and guidelines is to position the specific covenantal relationship 
(i.e., individual, family, church, government) to experience God’s 
greatest involvement and benefits within that covenantal sphere. 
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Conversely, to operate outside of and in opposition to God’s kingdom 
covenant is to experience the negative consequences of not being 
aligned and covenantally covered.

This study Bible is designed to reflect this kingdom perspective. My 
goal is that it will serve as a valuable study resource for serious stu-
dents of the Bible by combining exegesis, exposition, and exhortation 
that creates a relevant kingdom mindset. 

As you use this study Bible, remember:

I.	 Study the Scriptures with a view to meet-
ing with God, not just learning about him.

II.	 Study the Scriptures by routinely asking, “What 
should I do in light of what I have learned?”

III.	 Study the Scriptures in their context in order to be accurate in 
your understanding of what the biblical authors are saying.

IV.	 Study the Scriptures in prayer and in dependency on the Holy 
Spirit to open up your mind and heart to the meaning and 
contemporary relevancy and application of the text.

V.	 Study the Scripture with a kingdom mindset, seeking 
to identify God’s rule over every area of life.

While nothing can be added to or subtracted from God’s inerrant Word, 
it is my sincere hope that the notes and features in this study Bible will 
aid you in your understanding and application of the Bible to your life. 
For additional exposition and application of the Scriptures, see also The 
Tony Evans Bible Commentary: Advancing God’s Kingdom Agenda. Most 
importantly, it is my prayer that your reading, studying, and obedience to 
the written Word will lead you into a deeper, more intimate relationship 
with the living Word, Jesus Christ, as kingdom disciples as you live all of 
life under his kingdom rule.

Photos of Tony Evans’
hand-written study notes


